
                                                           

TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

June 10, 2014 

Justice Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Barbara “Buzz” 
Clark, Keith Clark, Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox and Town Board 
Liaison Ed Brown 
Guests:  Jay Card, Linda Puls and Town Clerk Dorothy Ogar  
 
Meeting called to order:  9:02 AM 
 
The minutes were reviewed, corrected and approved. A motion was made to accept the 
minutes by Keith Clark and seconded by Co-Chair Richie Surozenski. 
 
Old Business: 

New Windows:  On Tuesday, June 3 Pat met our new Reilly Windows and Doors 
Project Coordinator, Kerry Tis, and the Service Manager, Hank Wikman, who had been 
to the Cabin once before.  Hank agreed the windows were leaking because the gap 
hasn’t been closed.  He will return to make the repair and Kerry will follow up on the 
trim details, including installation. 
Faux logs:  Jason Shields will put them on the south bedroom once the windows are 
complete. 
Tower:  When Pat was there on June 5, it was raining, she went up in the tower and 
observed a leak coming from where the windvane is.  This repair will be added to 
Jason’s list. 
Mechanicals: Dave Mcgayhey went back out to the Cabin and wired the half-bath, as 
suggested. He put a light over where the mirror will go, as well as a box to the left of 
the mirror and corner sink and on the ground floor of the tower.  
Plumbing: The toilet and corner sink are now out of the half-bath, but there is still 
water to the kitchen and the full bath. Now that the electricity has been done, Jason can 
finish the bathroom. Will Anderson will provide a water-saving toilet. Keith made the 
point that the new wooden floor should be very well sealed with urethane before the 
toilet is put back in place. 
Porch railings: Pat phoned Brian Westervelt who has cedar logs. Pat thinks what he 
has will be perfect for the railings on the porch. Richie would like to take Al to look at 
them..  
Hatch: Richie would like to provide some method to secure the hatch on the south wall 
below the kitchen.  A barrel bolt was suggested, as well as a vent, so that it can be kept 
closed and locked. Richie suggests we check with Jason about it. 
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Financial Business-May 30, 2014 Bank Statement: 
Co-Chair Hunt reported:  as of May 30, 2014, the Chase Business High Yield Savings 
account balance is $8,309.27 which includes interest of $0.21. 

 
Final paperwork for the second reimbursement from NYSOPRHP: 
The amount of $30,922.85 has been returned to the Town from NYSOPRHP. At the 
conclusion of last month’s meeting, Town Board Liaison Ed Brown said he would take 
care of the money being deposited into the Chase Bank account held by the Town for 
Taylor’s Island. Kathy Sullivan sent Pat and Kathy Gooding paperwork dated 6/9/2014, 
titled Town of Shelter Island-General-Fund-Townwide, 2014 Account Ledger showing 
the Taylor’s Island Grant reimbursement amount in the Credit and Unearned Balance 
columns. Ed suggested Town Clerk Dorothy Ogar join the meeting and she did.  
Dot reported that the money was not in the correct place and that she was waiting for 
the accountant to inform her where it should be put. The money is not in its final resting 
place. The transfer is still in process. Ed will follow through.  

 
Update on Work Accomplished on Taylor’s Island and Future Plans: 

Truck: 

The pick-up truck is inspected and ready to use.  It’s still parked at the Highway Barn.  
The log recording usage, mileage, etc. is being filled out. 
Termite traps and Carpenter Ant Eradication: 

Pat hasn’t heard back from Walter Ogar, she’ll follow-up with him. 
Taylor’s Whaler: 
Keith reported it is at the dock and needs a new horn. 
Generator:  
Would not start on a previous occasion, and needs to be checked.  
Fixed dock:  

Richie is looking at a new aluminum ramp to go from the fixed dock to the Island but 
thinks that probably a wooden one would be nicer.  
Bulkheads: 

Jay reported on the progress of the FEMA repairs due to Hurricane Sandy, as well as 
keeping an eye on a slight undermining of the cement seawall on the south side of the 
Island.  Jay and Richie spoke about soil and lawn, once the repairs are complete. 
Flagpole: 

The flagpole has been put together and will be ready for the Flag Day ceremony on the 
14th. 
 
New Business: 

Smith Family Reunion: 

Bob Bayley, Francis Marion Smith’s grandson, emailed Pat to say that he is going to be 
here July 25 with his sister and her family and Smith descendants from the West Coast 
who have never been to Shelter Island, thirty-two people altogether. They would like to 
see the Cabin, sometime between July 25 and July 30. More than Taylor’s Whaler may 
be required for transport and Pat asked who is available. 
 

Cabin Ship’s Wheel: 

Steve asked if the Committee would be interested in replacing the ship’s wheel that 
used to be in the original Cabin because he knows of one that might be available. The 
answer was affirmative. He will follow through. 
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Taylor’s Island Foundation News:  
Update on Website and facebook: 
For the month of May our website had 213 visits with 580 page views. To date, 
Taylor’s Island has 489 likes on facebook. 
Cabin Burgee: 
Thirty burgees have been ordered with delivery to Linda Puls. 
Brochure: 
Pat is continuing to work on the brochure which needs to be brought up-to-date. 
Kettle Clambake Fundraiser: 

Scheduled for Saturday, August 9. Jamie Cogan is available. The application is waiting 
on the water test which will happen next week. Pat thought to use the winning Burgee 
design for the poster art. Raffle ideas include: nine holes of golf and lunch at the SI 
Country Club and Fairway, leasing Buffy, tickets to next year’s kettle clambake, Steve 
volunteered another fishing trip.  There will be live music featuring a trio that includes 
Shelter Islander Dick Behrke. 
Shelter Island School Visit: 

The school will visit this Friday, June 13. In case of rain, they will visit the following 
Friday.  Kathy Gooding and Jim Polychron will be docents. 
DAR Visit: 

The Flag Day ceremony is set for this Saturday, June 14. They have arranged for 
transportation. Pat and Carol will go together in Taylor’s Whaler.  
Father’s Day Paddle: 

Three people have signed up to meet at 4:30 at Burns Road. 
Taylor’s Island Docent Tours: 

The possibility was listed in last week’s Shelter Island Reporter. Pat asked for 
volunteers among committee members for availability to act as docents.  
East End Seaport Museum: 

At Peter Reich’s suggestion, Pat heard from Delia Naughton regarding their efforts with 
Bug Light.  Pat and Delia went out to Taylor’s Island and discussed the possibility of a 
joint activity of some kind.  
Essex Yacht Club: 

Members had a great time on their visit and are very appreciative of our restoration 
efforts. 

Long Island Paddlers: 

This group of up to 25 people wants to plan a kayak trip and picnic lunch on Saturday, 
September 13.  
 
The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, July 8, 2014. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:12 AM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Galligan 


