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Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

September 16, 2014 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Barbara “Buzz” 
Clark, Keith Clark, Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, and Town Board Liaison Ed Brown 
Absent: Steve Lenox 
Guests:  Jay Card, Harriet Reilly O’Halloran 
Meeting called to order:  9:08 AM 
 
The minutes were reviewed and approved. A motion was made to accept the minutes by 
Keith Clark and seconded by Kathy Gooding. 
 
Old Business: 

New Windows and chimney: Jay Card asked Eli to take a look.  Eli asked for 
photographs of the through flashing before the chimney was reassembled.  Kathy has 
them and will email them. There was a lengthy discussion of the one bathroom and two 
kitchen windows as to whether they should continue as double hungs or be replaced 
with casements. No decision was reached; committee members were encouraged to look 
the situation over carefully from inside and out and report back with opinions. In 
addition, Pat will ask the Project Manager from Reilly Windows and Doors to give an 
opinion as well. 
Faux logs:  On Thursday, August 28, Jason Shields and crew put them on the south 
bedroom. While they were installing them they discovered that although the same 
lumber mill that Strada Baxter used had provided them, there was a quarter inch smaller 
difference. Richie, Alfred, Jay and Pat went out. The difference can be seen if one looks 
hard but it was Keith’s feeling that a corner board would take care of the problem. Jay 
took photographs of the first and second shipments of faux logs, sent them to the lumber 
mill and hopefully when the third and final shipment is delivered, they will be the same 
as the second shipment. 
Tower:  No update.  
Stain and paint: During this good weather window, the painting and staining should be 
completed. Jason said he could do it and that he might be able to provide a lower cost 
on the materials. Keith suggested obtaining a few quotes from local contractors before 
going forward. 
It was decided that paint should be used on the window trim, and the paint should be 
oil-based or marine paint. A discussion followed in reference to the stain; the 
conclusion was it should be clear, rather than with a tint. Keith summarized what was 
required as a clear, penetrating sealant, oil not latex. 
Mechanicals and plumbing: All set, although the hot water faucet in the main 
bathroom has a leak, which needs to be repaired. 
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Porch railings and deck:  Pat reported that on the northeast side of the deck, two 
planks have been removed and significant rot was noted. It was unclear who had 
removed them. 
 
Financial Business: 

August 31, 2014 Bank Statement: 
Co-Chair Hunt reported:  as of August 31, 2014, the Chase Business High Yield 
Savings Account balance is $39,362.65, which includes a deposit of $30,992.85 and 
interest of $0.39. 
 
Deposit of second reimbursement from the NYSOPRHP: 
On Tuesday, August 12 Barbara, Carol, Harriet, Julie and Pat attended the Town Board 
Work Session where reference was made by Supervisor Dougherty to an August 4 
memo from the Town accountants saying the unencumbered money received 
NYSOPRHP that was deposited in the town’s General Fund could be transferred to the 
Chase Business High Yield Savings Account for Taylor’s Island, which is held by the 
Town (note deposit above). 
 
Possible funding from Senator Ken LaValle: 
Copies of the letter and attachments sent to the Senator, at his Mt. Sinai Office, were 
distributed and are attached to these minutes. 
  
2015 Taylor’s Island Committee Budget: 
On Thursday, September 4 Kathy and Pat met with Supervisor Jim Dougherty regarding 
our Committee’s 2015 budget. Jim said he was grateful the Committee is not looking 
for a budget increase. The budget requests are virtually the same as this year’s. There 
was some discussion as to what remaining funds might be used for.  Kathy requested 
paperwork from Debbie Speeches of our expenditures through the Highway 
Department. 
  
We still have $3500 in equipment from this year’s budget that should be spent before 
the end of the year. Discussion followed as to how these funds might be used. The truck 
needs tires and the whaler needs complete servicing, i.e. water pump, spark plugs and 
lower unit lubricant. Richie will follow through. 
 
Update on Work Accomplished on Taylor’s Island and Future Plans: 

Pat pointed out that in the Sauers Era of the Foundation website, there are pictures of 
the former shed that was on the Island. Replacing the shed would be possible with the 
funds from Sen. LaValle.  Permits, drawings, and positioning on a survey must be part 
of the application. Keith will do a rough drawing and Keith and Richie will follow 
through. 
 

Further discussion on the stairs leading from the fixed dock to the Island and whether 
they should be replaced with a ramp followed. The decision was to stay with stairs and 
possibly new rails. 
. 
New Business: 

Memorial Service for Mark Ketcham: 

The Memorial Service for Mark Ketcham is this coming Saturday. Mark’s mother, 
Georgianna, invited Pat to make available, at the reception, a photograph of the Cabin 
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and Taylor’s Island donation envelopes, a place Mark loved and served as 
Commissioner of Public Works and as a Committee member. 
  
Shelter Island Reporter: 
Pat reported on recent press coverage. 
 
Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on Website and facebook: 
For the month of July our website had 471 visits with 2,058 page views. To date, 
Taylor’s Island has 499 likes on facebook. 
 
Kettle Clambake Fundraiser: 

Pat will report on the final funding for the clambake, now that all the bills are in, at our 
October meeting. 
 
Taylor’s Island Docent Tours: 
These are becoming popular, requested by email and by phone. 
 

TIF Meeting:  
There was a Foundation meeting on September 7 with five of the seven members 
present. 
 
Long Island Paddlers: 
This group cancelled due to high winds.  They hope to reschedule next spring or fall. 
 
Sylvester Manor’s Plant and Sing: 
The Foundation decided not to partner this year and to spend the Columbus Day holiday 
weekend out at the Island conducting docent tours for visitors. 
 
The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, October 14, 2014. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:20 AM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Galligan 


