
                                                           

TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

December 9, 2014 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Barbara “Buzz” 
Clark, Keith Clark, Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, and Town Board Liaison Ed Brown 
Absent:  
Excused: Steve Lenox 
Guests:  Jay Card 
Meeting called to order:  9:10 AM 
 
A motion was made to approve the November 12, 2014 minutes by Kathy Gooding and 
seconded by Co-Chair Richie Surozenski; the minutes were approved.  
 
Old Business: 

New Windows: On Thursday, November 20, Pat met with Jeff Cummings, Sales 
Associate and former Project Manager.  They examined the three double hung windows 
which he measured, photographed and will submit for an estimate. Pat expects to 
receive the estimate by the end of the coming week.  Pat raised the question of who will 
pay for the windows and whether bids, verbal or written, would be required. 
 
Keith said he’s okay with putting an additional piece of flashing on with solder only, no 
caulk.  We’ll ask Jason to follow through and see how it works out. If this does not 
work out, the faux logs will be removed and one piece will be put in. 
 
Chimney:  Pat does not believe the chimney is leaking at the present time; it did make 
the stain, but the leaking seems to have stopped. Richie suggested sealing the mortar on 
the whole chimney with several coats of a clear, penetrating sealant that’s oil based, 
perhaps Thoroseal. Pat will mention this to Jason. 
  
Faux logs:  They are out on the Island, strapped and wrapped. They will be removed 
from the Island and stored in the old youth center at the recycling center. 
 
Repointing the fireplace: Pat followed up with one of the masons, as suggested at our 
previous meeting. She left messages but didn’t receive a reply.  A Foundation Member 
mentioned Matt Labrozzi, and Pat followed through and met Matt out on the Island on 
Tuesday, November 18. He looked at the fireplace and said he would be interested in 
doing the repointing. He will submit a bid.  
 

Stain for the logs, paint for the window trim: Jason has continued with the good 
weather to stain and paint.  He hopes to finish this week. He will be paid from our 
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budget which we will submit along with the other written quote we received.  Ed had a 
can of chrome green paint which Keith applied to a board for us to take out to the Cabin 
and see what we think of the color.  A white primer is now on the window trim for us to 
evaluate. Keith feels we should go ahead and buy a sample of the cinnamon brown 
which he will put on a board as well. Pat will follow through, buy the paint, and give it 
to Keith. 
 
Porch railings: The cedar logs are available. Waiting for the painting to be finished, 
before going ahead with the railings, seemed advisable. Photos are available to show the 
former design of the railings. 
  
Interior, kitchen and bathroom:   For the kitchen and bathroom interior work, we’ll 
follow the updated Town of Shelter Island Purchasing Policy and Procedures. Richie 
said that he and Steve Lenox are going to try and do some of the dismantling work.  
 

Financial Business: 

November 30, 2014 Bank Statement: 
Co-Chair Hunt reported:  as of November 30, 2014, the Chase Business High Yield 
Savings Account balance  is $39,529.87, which includes interest of $0.32, as well as 
two dividend checks totaling $82.80. 
  
Possible funding from NYS Senator Ken LaValle: Pat circulated the letter received 
by Supervisor Jim Dougherty from DASNY. She and Kathy followed up by meeting 
with Laury Dowd on Monday, November 24 and filled out the required paperwork and 
determined where the additional requested materials would come from.  Judy Meringer 
assembled the packet of information which Jim signed and she mailed that same day.  
Pat passed a copy of the packet around.  Kathy made the point that the money is 
restricted to capital improvements. 
  
The money still has to be voted on by the legislature, although the Committee has been 
informed that if the process has continued to this point, the likelihood is the money will 
be forthcoming.  Jay Card is the Town’s contact person for this grant. 
 
2015 Taylor’s Island Committee Budget:  Keith made the point that ongoing work 
should be paid for from the money we have left in the budget.  The 2015 budget, 
adopted November 14, restored the thousand dollars that had been deducted. 
 
Update on Work Accomplished on Taylor’s Island and Future Plans: 

Shed/Bunk House: Mary Wilson requires dimensions to go forward.  
Gazebo: The same design for the railings might be used for the gazebo. Pat wants the 
gazebo so that on occasions when the cabin is rented, additional shade will be available. 
It was understood that all of the grounds would be available to kayakers and other 
visitors, even if the cabin is occupied. 
Keith made the point that if we build a shed, and if it is similar to the one that once 
stood there, it might well have a small porch, which would also offer shade.  
Ramp/Stairs: Pat asked for an update on plans; we had gone from a ramp to steps. Jay 
said the Highway crew would take care of that, and suggested raising the grade so there 
would be fewer steps. The Committee agreed that would be a better plan. 
Floating docks: Both have been moved to their winter location.  
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The truck: The pick-up truck needs new tires which Richie will follow through on and 
pay for with this year’s budget.  He’ll also check into getting a new headliner inside the 
cab. Keith and Kathy need their own set of keys for the truck; Pat will follow through. 
 
New Business: 

The ICCA Award: The ICAA, which is the Institute of Classical Architecture and Art, 
awarded the Stanford White Award for Historic Preservation to Andre Tchelistcheff 
Architects for the Smith Taylor Cabin Project, Andre announced in a November 14 
email.   Andre followed up with an email on November 24 inviting Pat and Kathy to 
attend the Stanford White Awards Reception on December 3 at the General Theological 
Seminary in NYC, which they accepted.  Pat forwarded a photo and ATA’s press 
release to the Shelter Island Reporter. 
 
Town Holiday Lunch Buffet:  The date will be Thursday, December 18. 
 
Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on Website and facebook: 
No data on the website pending an update. To date, Taylor’s Island has 510 likes on 
facebook, where the awards have been posted. 
 
The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, January 13, 2015. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:05AM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Galligan 


