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COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUND ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Minutes of May 20, 2013 Meeting 

Shelter Island Town Hall 
 

Members Present:  Chairman Peter Vielbig, Debbie Strongin, Michael Coles, Vice 

Chairman Laspia, Alfred Kilb, Town Liaison:  Supervisor Dougherty 

Members Excused:  Art Williams,  Chuck Kraus  

Others Present:  Howard Johansen, Laury Dowd, Hoot Sherman 

 

Next Meeting Date:  Monday, June 17, 2013 at 8:30 AM 

 

New Business: 

April 15, 2013 Minutes were approved. 

 

Financial Report: Peter Vielbig presented the CPFAB with the Financial Report.  

(Attached to permanent paper records)  

 

Financial Report was approved, all in favor. 

 

Chairman Vielbig distributed copies of the audit, noting that all is well. 

 

Chairman Vielbig distributed copies of a memo written to the Town Board requesting the 

majority of the CPF in the money marketing account be transferred to the regular CPF 

checking account.  The CPFAB approved the memo. 

  

Old Business: 

Town Web: 

Chairman Vielbig reported that Laury Dowd informed him that fees to hire a professional 

photographer to take pictures of each property are not considered an approved CPF 

expense; therefore, pictures of each property will be taken by the CPFAB members. 

 

The CPFAB briefly discussed creating a separate CPFAB website, and Chairman Vielbig 

indicated that he will speak with MaryEllen McGayhey regarding this request. 

 

Property Maintenance: 

Chairman Vielbig posed two questions:  1) How much money can be spent for the initial 

clearing costs of each property? 2) How much money can be guaranteed to the Highway 

Department for equipment to clear and maintain the properties?   He noted that the only 

money actually spent for initial clearing was for Crab Creek. 

 

It was determined that 10% of the annual 2% tax money received can be used for an 

annual restoration plan and maintenance plan. 

 

Chairman Vielbig distributed copies of the FY2013 Budget Worksheet for review by the 

CPFAB to determine if the proposed amount for stewardship plan cleanup should be 

increased. 
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The CPFAB reviewed and discussed the placement of monuments on each property at the 

time of purchase.  The CPFAB agreed that the placement of monuments should be part of 

the contract and closing costs when properties are purchased and also should be included 

in the budget for previously acquired properties that have not been professionally 

marked.  Chairman Vielbig asked each CPFAB member to check each of the properties 

that have been assigned to them for the placement of monuments, to be reviewed at the 

next scheduled meeting. 

 

Member Kilb motioned that the CPFAB request permission from the Town Board to have 

the corners of every property that is purchased with CPF be clearly marked with 

monuments.  Chairman Vielbig second the motion.   Ms. Dowd suggested the CPFAB 

first identify the properties that require monuments and then make this motion. 

 

Stewardship Management Plans: 

Annual Compliance Plan for Development Rights: 

West Mooreland, Ryan Horse Farm, Sylvester Manor: 

It was noted that Suffolk County inspects each property annually for compliance to the 

conservation easements.  Mr. Hoot Sherman confirmed that PLT does the same.  

 

Chairman Vielbig reported that the Town also has the right to conduct an annual 

inspection for compliance to maintain a historical paper trail.  

 

Member Laspia suggested the CPFAB ask PLT if they could share the outcome of their 

annual inspections with this Board.  Mr. Hoot Sherman indicated that he will inquire 

about that. 

 

Chairman Vielbig noted that the two main reasons these easements were created were to 

protect the aquifer and the scenic vista.  The CPFAB reviewed and discussed the possible 

restrictions of fencing and/or plantings which might block the vista.  It was suggested that 

future transactions might want to include language preventing blockage of vistas.  It was 

noted that fencing may be necessary in order to support the agricultural use of the 

property. 

 

Chairman Vielbig stated that he needs to revise the draft plans to reflect the Town’s 

limited control of these properties, and to note that the responsibility of the CPFAB is to 

coordinate with the annual inspections of the governing bodies.  He indicated that he 

would revise them for review and approval at the next scheduled meeting. 

 

Supervisor Dougherty noted that the Town is an equal partner in these Development 

Rights. 

 

New Business: 

Volunteers: 

Ms. Dowd reported that Mr. Williams, one of the science teachers at the SI School, stated 

that some of the Science Club students would like to work with the CPFAB properties by 

becoming stewards of the properties, and assessing the properties for invasive species.  

She gave the contact information to the Chairman.  The CPFAB agreed that this is a 

welcome suggestion. 
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Close public meeting at 9:35 AM 

 

 

 


