
 

Town of Shelter Island Green Options Advisory 
Committee 

Minutes of the October 29, 2015 Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Tim Purtell, Don D’Amato, Herb 

Stelljes, Angela Van Rynbach + Jim Dougherty and Laury 

Dowd 

 
Perfect Earth Project presentation 

—PEP’s Cyndi Murray, Sean O’Neill, and Edwina von Gol 

came to present and discuss their organization’s goals of 

weaning homeowner lawns and landscapes of fertilizer and 

pesticide use. Some of the highlights: 

 

—They’d like to meet with community associations to spread 

their message.  

—ID vendors and educate.  Their goal is for landscapers to 

make a living with toxin free lawns. 

—Create model demonstration lawns for the community to see 

how it’s possible to have a toxin free organic lawn. 

—They also discussed the importance of correct irrigation. 

Shallow watering prevents grass roots from growing deeper. 

Creates soft grass that’s more appealing to pests. Grass with 

deeper roots is more insect resistant. They stressed that one 

can have a lush lawn by irrigating more selectively. Shallow 

rooted grass needs more water more frequently. Shallow 

rooted lawns also encourage more runoff. 

—Buffer zones: They’re doing research to see how much is 

needed. 

—Goal on SI is to create a research team which will target 

specific properties.  They want to start creating data for the 



Island. Toxin free landscapes would be added to a map. Such 

landscapes could be used to promote the concept. 

—Baseline: How do we create a baseline? Also, how do we 

establish how many homeowners broadcast spray? This 

question provoked discussion about the effectiveness (or lack 

of) of broadcast spraying for ticks. Sean feels it’s mostly 

ineffective. The spray wears off in days and once a tick-laden 

deer comes into the yard it renders the effort useless.  The 

spray also kills beneficial insects as well as ticks. 

—We discussed the effectiveness of Daminex.  

—Edwina recommended various natural oils: Cedar oil, Rose 

Geranium, Lavender, and Tea Oil to put on clothing. 

—Edwina suggested there could be a “Perfect Day” garden 

tour of toxin free lawns and landscapes. 

—Laury suggested the CAC, WAC, Planning Board, and Deer 

and Tick Committee could be part of the SI research team. We 

also discussed having PEP come back and present to the Town 

Board on a Tuesday for Ch 22 exposure. 

—PEP will give us proposal of the project. 
 


