Town of Shelter Island Green Options Advisory
Committee
Minutes of the January 28, 2016 Meeting

Members Present: Chair Tim Purtell, Don D’Amato, Quinn
Karpeh, Herb Stelljes, + Jim Dougherty
Absent: Dan Fokine, Angela Van Rynbach

Town Energy Audit:

—Herb met with consultant Gordian Raacke (Renewable
Energy Long Island) who suggested we add the Fire
Department, Library, and Sylvester Manor to the audit.
Raacke suggested we contact Johnson Controls. The school
used them for their audit. We will also reach out to PSEG to
see 1f they do municipal audits.

—Herb also suggested different ways to finance solar or other
energy upgrades. He mentioned a community-based coop for
solar (Community Distributor Generation Meter Program) as
well as grants, bonds, and TELP. Herb also mentioned several
Long Island towns (Huntington, Southampton, and
Brookhaven) that have embarked on solar initiatives.

—Tim will reach out to the school for a Johnson Controls
contact.

Plastic Bag Poll:

—The committee discussed the revised poll and intro. We’ll do
an “in-house” rehearsal run of the poll so we all can see how
SurveyMonkey works. Then we’ll get the poll to the SIA and
various association homeowners. We also decided not to
produce Green Committee bags. Instead, we need to figure out
a way to get people to remember their reusable bags. Tim had



a recent conversation with a storeowner who said they give
out bags but reusable bag use 1s minimal.

—Herb brought in a recyclable bag from a local store that
costs around 27 cents. The owner tried to charge 10 cents for
the bag to partially cover his costs but customers balked.

Perfect Earth Project Proposal/Dickerson Park:

—The committee discussed some of the suggestions in PEP’s
proposal. As a first step, we decided to focus on converting the
field adjacent to Dickerson Park into a meadow. Herb
suggested we talk to a Cornell pollinator expert and a
landscaper for advice. Tim will reach out to Jay Card again
before presenting to the CAC.

—As Tim explained to the committee, the process of
converting the land to meadow is not complicated. According
to landscape architect and meadow designer Darrel Morrison
and designer and PEP head Edwina von Gal (who walked the
property with Tim in October), the land doesn’t need extensive
preparation. We should take the back half and let it grow for a
season. It can be mowed once in late winter or early spring.
The native grasses will slowly spread. Seeds of appropriate
flowering perennials can be scratched in various spots. The
project involves no funds to start and will save the Town from
having to mow that portion on a regular basis. Herb suggested
we reach out to a landscaper so that the meadow doesn’t look
messy. We also discussed how we can involve the school and
use the meadow as a demonstration and educational tool, not
just for students but for Islanders.

Recycling Center mulch + Tax Exemptions:
—Herb and Quinn had a discussion about whether
homeowners could get tax relief for green practices such as



solar, certified green homes, or for preserving trees and
wooded areas on their property. Quinn said he’ll do some
research.

—Herb expressed concern about the piles of much at the
Recycling Center and if there would be a way to use the excess

to create energy.



