
MINUTES OF MS4 COMMITTEE MEETING 

October 16, 2017 

 

Present: Jim Colligan, Laury Dowd, Reed Karen 

  

The committee discussed the most recent DEC update on the status of the 

rewrite of the MS4 permit. The DEC says it is working to assimilate public 

comments and has no current timetable to release a revised draft. The current 

MS4 GP-0-15-003 shall remain in effect until a revision is issued.  

 

The Town just received an email from the DEC regarding its January request 

to be released from the current MS4 permit mandates, because the Town has 

no actual waterbody impairment and only a theoretical impairment. The 

DEC response, dated 10/12/17, states that the town is not subject to the 

enhanced MS4 requirements set forth in Part IX of the permit. The letter 

states that it shares the town’s concerns regarding how the town was 

originally designated as an MS4 and directs DEC staff, specifically Tony 

Leung, to review the designation process for possible additional formal relief 

from the MS4 designation. 

 

Jim offered to follow up with Mr. Leung to get a timetable for this 

determination—it makes a difference whether it will be 2 months or 2 years. 

 

The committee then discussed the town’s coverage of the MS4 mandate 

going into 2018. Laury, who has been the MS4 Coordinator, is retiring. 

Replacement options include using Michael Collins, who handles MS4 

issues at the Town of Southold, as a shared service. Another option would be 

to hire a town engineer who would handle the duty.  

 

Jim spoke hopefully of the new homeowner’s association formed for Fresh 

Pond. The group will be working to address water quality issues, including 

mapping existing septics, eliminating fertilizer and chasing off geese in the 

pond. Laury noted that there had been at least four water quality tests of 

Fresh Pond in the past few years that are in Jay’s possession. When the town 

gets an engineer, he/she could review the tests to determine problem areas 

and possible causes of blue-green algae. However, such tests are difficult to 

analyze without expert assistance. 

 

 



At the November meeting we will have more discussion about 2018 

stormwater projects. Jay is on vacation and so could not attend this meeting 

and the September meeting was adjourned for lack of a quorum. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:00pm. 

The next meeting will be on November 13, 2017. 


