
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

October 9, 2018 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Keith Clark, 

Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox and Liaison Amber Brach-Williams 

Guests:  Jay Card 

Meeting called to order:  9:04 AM 

 

A motion to approve the September 11, 2018 minutes as emailed and printed was 

made by Keith Clark and seconded by Kathy Gooding.  The minutes were 

approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Pat made visits to the Cabin on September 12, 17, 26, October 2, 4.  Jason returned 

to work on the Cabin this week.  He brought out and will install the screens on the 

bedroom windows and French doors.  He and his crew will sand and apply tung 

oil, no stain, to the paneling that was installed in the bathroom and kitchen a couple 

of years ago. 

Gutters: 

Jason coordinated with Rich Duda and the DQG crew.  The gutters are on all but 

the north side of the Cabin and look great.  Carlos Rojas, one of the crew, emailed 

Pat amazing drone shots of the Cabin and Island. 

Plumbing: 

Anderson Plumbing is officially no longer in business.  The Town is pursuing a 

new contractor.  

Repointing the mantels and acid wash on fireplace stones: 

No update. 

West entrance steps: 

Members would like Jason to install bluestone steps, fieldstone for the risers, and a 

hand railing. 
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Paint Trim: 

This work, where needed, will be done in the spring. 

Alarm System: 

Jay wanted a fire alarm for the Cabin, however, Tom of Lighthouse Security, who 

went out to the Cabin with Pat on Tuesday, October 2 said an alarm won’t work 

below freezing, and the Cabin isn’t heated.  Pat showed him the two possible 

places for cameras. 

 

Landscape/Grounds: 

Generator/Bunk house: 

Jason will work up estimates for material and labor.  Members still question 

whether to refurbish old windows or buy new ones and if the porch drawing 

includes a roof.  Pat is looking to get a digital copy of the plans to share with 

Architect Andre Tchelistcheff. 

Wetlands Restoration Plan (North Ferry and Costello Marine): 

No update. 

Cement Covers: 

No update on soil for planting on the east side of the Cabin and along the new 

bulkhead on the south side of the Island. 

 

Equipment: 

Taylor’s Whaler: 

The new battery was working well, died, and was recharged.  Checking it after a 

little rain, Pat found the bilge pump running, stuck on.  Richie advised replacing it 

with an enclosed switch bilge pump. 

Truck: 

The truck is working well with a new battery.  Jay said Tim Purtell of the Green 

Options Committee expressed a wish to borrow the truck to water trees.  Members 

approved, happy to share our resource with them, asking to be notified of dates and 

times. 

Floating Docks: 

The docks are still in place for the workers to go back and forth from the shore. 

Lawn Mower: 

Richie is looking for a place to store the Island lawn mower.  Jay and Pat will 

check possible spots. 

 

Other TI Business: 

Vacant Committee Seat: 

Pat told Amber she spoke with the Town Clerk’s Office about placing an ad for the 

vacancy, which they will do once Amber speaks with them. 
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Scrapbook: 

Kathy will add to the scrapbook once the Cabin closes for the season. 

Cleaning: 

Richie suggested looking into a professional cleaning service for the Cabin.  

Discussion led to perhaps asking the Town custodial staff to help clean at the 

beginning of the season.  Volunteers could also be involved.  Subsequent cleaning, 

having to do with overnight guests, would continue to be done by the Foundation. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding: 

Amber didn’t have an update.  Pat asked members to stress what is important to 

them.  The Town has assured Committee members that we’ll be included with 

ample time for discussion. 

 

Financial Business: 

September 30, 2018 Bank Statements: 

Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA Account 

balance is $43,737.70 22.25 which includes interest of $15.45. 

The BNB Bank Premier MMA Public Fund Account balance is $12,229.71 which 

includes interest of $0.28. 

AT&T Dividend Check: 

This last dividend check is not in either of the above bank statements.  Amber will 

follow-up with the Town Attorney. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle: 

This reimbursed $54,000 grant is still in process with Liaison Amber and the 

Town’s Accountant Tom Major. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP: 

Sam Piro is delayed in beginning the repair of the south cement seawall and north 

cement stairs.  Jason will coordinate with Sam. 

2019 Committee Budget: 

Kathy and Pat met with Supervisor Gerth and Liaison Amber right after last 

month’s Committee meeting.  They asked to hold the line, no increase or decrease, 

and to please take $10,000 from Cabin Repairs and put it into a new line, 

Generator/Bunkhouse.  Carol and Pat followed up the above 2019 budget request 

with the Town Board on October 5. 

 

New Business: 

Richie requested a smaller flag to fly through the winter.  He will follow through. 
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Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook: 

For the month of September there were 172 visits with 526 page views. To date 

Taylor’s Island has 767 likes on facebook. 

August 11, 2018 Kettle Clambake: 

This yearly fundraiser generated roughly a profit of $10,000. 

Correspondence: 

Pat read a note of appreciation, from a Shelter Island couple, for all that’s 

happening with Taylor’s Island. 

 

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, December 11, 2018.  The 

November meeting is canceled due to scallop season. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:27 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan 


