
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

December 11, 2018 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Keith Clark, 

Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox and Liaison Amber Brach-Williams 

Guests:  Cheryl Cashin, Taylor’s Island Foundation Directors Jim Polychron and 

Harriet Reilly 

Meeting called to order:  9:14 AM 

 

A motion to approve the October 9, 2018 minutes, as emailed and printed, was 

made by Kathy Gooding and seconded by Steve Lenox.  The minutes were 

approved.  There wasn’t a November Committee meeting. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior: 

Jason is sanding and tung oiling, no staining, the paneling in the east bedroom, full 

bathroom and kitchen, along with all of the Reilly windows, giving all those 

surfaces quite a lustre! 

Floors: 

East and south bedroom floors are being sanded and members agreed with Jason’s 

suggestion to use a dark/walnut stain, not only to match the foyer and kitchen 

floors, but to also serve as a good cover for decades of wear and tear. 

Screens: 

Jason installed the screens on the bedroom windows and French doors and they 

look great! 

Tower hatch: 

Jason has the hardware he needs, bronze cheek blocks from Duckworks Boat 

Building’s website, to install the simpler of the two designs ATA’s Project 

Architect Eric Hildebrandt furnished. 

Plumbing: 

The Town has a couple of potential plumbing contractors they’re considering.  



 2 

Repointing the mantels and acid wash on fireplace stones: 

No update. 

Cabin Exterior: 

Gutters: 

Aesthetically they blend right in with the Cabin and as Jason said and members 

agree, putting them on is one of the best things we could have done for the place. 

West entrance steps: 

The base is in on this project and will resume in the spring. 

Porch deck: 

Jason is thinking of using a marine product, Sikkens, on the porch deck when he 

refinishes it in the spring. 

 

Landscape/Grounds: 

Generator/Bunk house: 

Jason is working on the estimates for material and labor.  Pat got a digital copy of 

the plans from John Cronin and emailed them to Architect Andre Tchelistcheff.  

She shared his response with the Committee and asked Keith and Richie to follow-

up with him, if they wish. 

Wetlands Restoration Plan (North Ferry and Costello Marine): 

No update. 

Cement Covers: 

No update on soil for planting on the east side of the Cabin and along the new 

bulkhead on the south side of the Island. 

 

Equipment: 

Truck: 

The truck battery was dead on Thursday, December 6.  Debbie said Ray and Aidan 

would take a look at it and see what it is that keeps draining it. 

Floating Docks: 

The docks are in their winter storage location.  The ramp is over by the causeway 

and will need some repair.  A suggestion to heighten the inshore pilings by about 

five or six inches was made, as well as checking on the alignment of the floating 

docks with the fixed dock. 

Lawn Mower: 

Richie said he found a garage to store the Island lawn mower until the 

Generator/Bunk House is built. 

Other TI Business: 

Vacant Committee Seat: 

Amber will follow up with the Town Clerk’s Office about placing an ad for the 

vacancy. 
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Memorandum of Understanding: 

Amber relayed Town Attorney Bob DeStefano’s message that The Nature 

Conservancy (TNC) lawyer is working on a new Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the Town of Shelter Island.  Pat asked for input for a resolution 

regarding the 2001 MOU which will be discussed at the January meeting. 

 

Financial Business: 

October 31, 2018 Bank Statements: 

Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA Account 

balance is $43,758.50 which includes interest of $20.80.  The BNB Bank Premier 

MMA Public Fund Account balance is $12,230.04 which includes interest of 

$0.33. 

November 30, 2018 Bank Statements: 

The Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA Account balance is $43, 778.64 

which includes interest of $20.14.  The BNB Bank Premier MMA Public Fund 

Account balance is $12,230.34 which includes interest of $0.30.  

AT&T Dividend Check: 

Amber said she checked with the Town Attorney and this last dividend check is 

still in process. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle: 

This reimbursed $54,000 grant is still in process with Liaison Amber and the 

Town’s Accountant Tom Major. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP: 

Sam Piro’s cement seawall repair is substantial, complements the Island and Cabin, 

follows a tradition (Sam set TI 11/21/2018 in pebbles, next to a similar structural 

piece that reads in pebbles AN 1938 for Alex Nestor, the father of Jim Nestor who 

spoke at our Kettle Clambake in 2014), and is finished.  Sam started the north 

stairs repair and will continue in the spring. 

2019 Committee Budget: 

Amber told the Committee our budget was accepted as presented. 

 

New Business: 

Police Report Entry/CC#: 18-3369-BL (attached): 

Committee members discussed this two page report that has two dates, 11/11/2018, 

when Caller Jeremy Samuelson contacted the police, Description:  Mashomack-

Unruly Subjects on Property and 11/13/2018, when Police Officer Rando made 

notes of his conversation with Town Attorney Bob DeStefano, Jr.  Pat also shared 

an email she received from the Town Attorney, dated 12/6/2018, regarding this 

incident of two Island women on the road to Taylor’s Island.  Each of the three 
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dates describing the incident gives a different explanation for why the police were 

called. 

 

Pat read her notebook entry, dated 5/20/2017, summarizing the Mashomack-

Coecles Harbor Association (M-CHA) Meeting held at the Mashomack Manor 

House.  Harriet Reilly, who attended the meeting with Pat, also recalled 

conversations between M-CHA residents and the newly appointed Preserve 

Director Jeremy Samuelson.  In both Harriet and Pat’s recollections, Jeremy was 

asked by M-CHA members to patrol the road which he said he would not do.  In 

addition, Pat read another entry, dated 6/18/2018, summarizing a meeting at 

Supervisor Garth’s Office with Amber, Gary, Jeremy and Pat, later joined by Town 

Attorney Bob DeStefano.  Amber also shared her recollection of the meeting.  In 

each case, Amber and Pat were given the impression that Jeremy would be neutral 

to the issue of road access until he heard from Shawna DeSanctis, TNC counsel in 

Albany. 

 

The Town and Foundation have been in process with Mashomack regarding road 

access, proceeding quietly, slowly and cautiously.  Jeremy’s decision to accuse two 

Shelter Island women of trespassing while on the road to Taylor’s Island and his 

subsequent decision to involve the Shelter Island Town Police is a change in 

course in the relationship between The Nature Conservancy Mashomack Preserve, 

the Town of Shelter Island and the Taylor’s Island Foundation.   

 

Pat draped the lectern with a Quilt of Valor she made for a friend, a 95 year old 

veteran who served from WWII through Vietnam.  The quilting on it reads, Your 

Service, Our Freedom.  How ironic, she said, that on Veterans Day she was 

making this quilt and Jeremy was calling the police on two women making their 

way to and from Taylor’s Island.  Pat asked, “Did our veterans serve all over the 

world so a private global corporation, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), could come 

onto the Island, take title to Mashomack on January 14, 1980 and deny our Island 

citizens access to the oldest structure in the neighborhood, given to the Town in 

1948?” 

 

Pat then read excerpts from TNC’s website and the Steven Sands Foundation blog 

noting the overwhelming support of Shelter Islanders who raised half of the 

necessary funds to purchase Mashomack, those supporters being our family 

members, friends, and neighbors.  She also acknowledged our good friends and 

neighbors who serve as staff and directors of Mashomack. 
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Cheryl Cashin, one of the two women “involved” in the police report, read her 

essay, Which Shelter Island Do You Want to Call Home?, dated November 11, 

2018 (attached), to the Committee. 

 

Town Holiday Party: 

As emailed by the Supervisor’s Office to most Committee members, the Town 

Holiday Party is scheduled for Monday, December 17, 1:30-3:30 PM. 

 

Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook: 

Pat did not have the October and November website visits and page view numbers 

to report.  To date, Taylor’s Island has 774 likes on facebook. 

Robert Lion Gardiner Foundation: 

Pat spoke with Kathy, the contact person at the Foundation, a couple of times and, 

as a result, feels this potential grant isn’t a fit for Taylor’s Island.  A current goal 

the RLG Foundation has for funding 501(c)(3)s is to expand their reach, to 

encourage a growing number of visitors, etc. and that is not the mission of the 

stewards of Taylor’s Island. 

 

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, January 8, 2019.  

 

Meeting Adjourned:  11:14 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan and P.A.T. Hunt 


