
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

December 12, 2017 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Barbara 

“Buzz” Clark, Keith Clark, Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox and 

Liaison Amber Brach-Williams. 

Guests:  Commissioner of Public Works Jay Card, Taylor’s Island Foundation 

Member Harriet Reilly and Mashomack-Coecles Harbor Association neighbor Joe 

Tyree 

Meeting called to order:  9:04 AM 

 

Carol brought glorious snacks to share with coffee. 

 

The motion was made to approve the October 10, 2017 minutes by Co-Chair 

Richie Surozenski and seconded by Kathy Gooding; the minutes were approved. 

 

We reorganized our order of business to accommodate our guests and discussed 

emails received and reported under Taylor’s Island Foundation News and New 

Business. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Meeting at S-T Cabin with Jason Shields:  On Friday, October 13, 2017 Keith, 

Richie, Steve, and Pat met Jason out at the Cabin and went over a list of tasks, 

including shutters for select windows and gutters which will help with 

maintenance. 

Fireplace repointing:  Matt Labrozzi told Pat he wants to do an acid wash on the 

stone fireplace.  In checking the repointing, Pat noticed cracks in the mantels 

which will need touching up.  Propane fireplace line also needs to be rerouted. 
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Steps leading to porch on west side of Cabin:  New slate was suggested for the 

steps, as well as a handrail secured to the porch post on the right side of the steps.  

Also discussed was possibly correcting the rise and run of the steps. 

Porch deck:  The porch deck will be sanded, cleaned and Classic Oil Finish 

applied. 

Ship’s wheel chandelier:  The wheel with its lights is installed and looks 

marvelous.  Richie is talking with Dave McGayhey about running the electric. 

Kitchen and bathroom paneling:  Natural, unstained panels are preferred since 

the sun will darken the panels to some extent. 

 

Equipment: 

Well pump housing:  The top hatch is too heavy for some members to lift.  A left 

side access door by the faucet would be ideal.  

Floating docks:  The docks are in winter storage, removed earlier than usual due 

to a storm. 

Taylor’s Whaler:  The boat was hauled around the same time the docks were 

removed. 

Enclosed trailer registration:  No update. 

Mooring at Captain Bob’s Landing:  Andy Clark removed all the stake and 

pulley mooring equipment except for the mushroom anchor. 

 

Landscape/Grounds: 

Generator/Bunk House:  No update. 

Landscape Plan for east side of Cabin:  Jay said his crew will bring a load of soil 

out to level the area and prepare for planting grass, to be mowed several times to 

curtail the invasives, before installing new plantings.  Pat suggested this site as a 

possible seating area that Carol is interested in creating.  Carol will draft the brick 

seating plan she has in mind for the west side of the Cabin. 

Wetlands Restoration Plan:  This plan for the north side of the Cabin, courtesy of 

North Ferry and Costello Marine, is next in line for NYS DEC approval, Jay said. 

 

New Business:  

Our Committee Liaison, Councilwoman Amber Brach-Williams, received an 

email, dated October 27, 2017, and phone calls from John Riordan, President of the 

Mashomack-Coecles Harbor Association “interested in learning more of the details 

regarding the Town’s ownership and the management of Taylor’s Island” and 

“…regarding Taylor’s Island and its use.”  Mr. Riordan was copied on Joe Tyree’s 

October 26, 2017 email to Pat, as reported under Taylor’s Island Foundation news. 
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Town Hall Holiday Reception is planned for Thursday, December 14, 2017, 1:30 

to 3:30 PM. 

 

Financial Business: 

October 31, 2017 Bank Statements:  Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public 

Funds Commercial MMDA account balance is $40,304.70, which includes interest 

of $5.12.  The Bridgehampton National Bank Premier MMA Public Fund account 

balance is $12,226.39, which includes interest of $0.32. 

November 30, 2017 Bank Statements:  Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public 

Funds Commercial MMDA account balance is $43,605.70, which includes 

deposits of $3,126.24 and $169.78, and interest of $4.98.  The Bridgehampton 

National Bank Premier MMA Public Fund account balance is $12,226.69 which 

includes interest of $0.30. 

Residual Shares:  These AT&T shares, originally received from S. Gregory 

Taylor, were traded on November 1, 2017 and settled on November 3, 2017 in the 

amount of $3,126.24.  As noted above, the check was deposited in the Chase 

Public Funds Commercial MMDA account.  This resolution finally happened due 

to the efforts of our Committee Liaison Amber Brach-Williams, past and present 

Town Attorneys Helen Rosenblum and Laury Dowd and Town Hall Accounting 

Clerk Kathy Sullivan. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle:  Amber said our Committee’s 

use of these reimbursed funds to help finance the Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant 

is in process with Town Accountant Tom Major. 

2018 Committee Budget Meeting with Town Board:  Committee members 

Carol Galligan and Pat Hunt presented our proposed 2018 Committee Budget, 

unchanged from the previous year, to the Town Board on Tuesday, October 10 at 

11:00 AM. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP:  Jay 

reported the NYS DEC has issued a permit to Costello Marine who plans to begin 

the bulkhead work before or after the holidays. 

  

Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook:  For the month of October there were 143 visits 

and 512 page views.  For the month of November there were 108 visits and 365 

page views. To date, Taylor’s Island has 751 likes on facebook. 

Overnight guests:  The overnight guests scheduled for Saturday, October 28, 

cancelled.  We had a last minute overnight guest on Monday, October 23, 2017 

who drove there and walked out at low tide since the ramp and floating docks were 

removed. 
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Emails from Mashomack-Coecles Harbor Association (M-CHA) neighbor:  

Pat read aloud emails she received from Joe Tyree, a member of the M-CHA Road 

Committee.  The emails, dated October 24, 25 and 26, all concerned an overnight 

guest at the Cabin on October 23.  In addition, the October 26 email referenced an 

unrelated road incident that occurred “about a year ago”.   Joe asked that M-CHA 

members be notified when overnight guests are expected.  Keith, whose family’s 

home is contiguous to Joe’s and Taylor’s Island, said we could do that when 

possible, as a matter of “courtesy” but not as a requirement. Joe told the 

Committee he loves Taylor’s Island and attends the yearly Kettle Clambake 

Fundraiser with a large number of guests.  Pat offered Joe a copy of an Indenture, 

dated June 26, 1939, between Shelter Island Developments, Inc. and S. Gregory 

Taylor, as the document establishes the use of the road by the owner of Taylor’s 

Island.  Joe said he had a copy of the document. 

 

Taylor’s Island Committee and Foundation members responded, and for some 

reiterated, saying we are well-intentioned neighbors, deserving of mutual respect 

and trust, with common interests and rights.  Members present expressed their 

commitment to serve as stalwart stewards caring for S. Gregory Taylor’s gift to the 

Town of Shelter Island.  

 

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, January 9, 2018. 

  

Meeting Adjourned:  10:13 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan and P.A.T. Hunt 


