
MINUTES OF MS4 COMMITTEE MEETING 

May 15, 2017 

 

Present: Jim Colligan, Laury Dowd, John Colby 

  

Laury updated the committee on the lack of response of the NYS DEC to the 

town and Legislator’s Thiele request for information on the process to get 

relief from the MS4 permit based on the lack of any ACTUALLY impaired 

waterbodies on Shelter Island. The presence of a potential administrative 

impairment due to the DEC’s inability to monitor the potential discharge of 

pathogens from the SIHPOC treatment plant is not a valid reason to continue 

to regulate the Town of Shelter Island and Village of Dering Harbor. No 

measures can be taken by either agency to address an impairment that does 

not exist, and which would come from a privately run STP. The Town’s 

choices are to continue to ask for relief, to pursue relief in court, or continue 

to act as though it is subject to the MS4 permit. Jim will share with the 

Town Board. 

 

The committee then reviewed information presented by the Suffolk County 

Health Department Wastewater Treatment Division on recent efforts to deal 

with nitrates in the water. The county has created a model to analyze 

nitrogen inputs into surface waters, with the goal of identifying priority areas 

for installing and funding I/A OWTS to treat nitrogen. While the modeling is 

not complete, there was information showing the nitrogen inputs into Shelter 

Island waterbodies. Ironically, the modeled Nitrogen inputs into Dering 

Harbor are lower than the models for Coecles and West Neck. 

 

The committee then reviewed the various types of I/A OWTS identified for 

residential areas, both those approved and those being evaluated. There was 

a discussion about projects that might be best suited to achieve Shelter 

Island goals, including changes to the SIHPOC treatment plan (would 

require their agreement), creating a mini system for Bridge Street, upgrades 

in the School/Legion Hall/Library treatment systems in the Center, a public 

demonstration project at Wades Beach and other concepts. The Town has 

established a Water Quality Improvement Project Advisory Committee to 

review such possibilities and make recommendations, including the possible 

use of Community Preservation Funds towards those goals. Other 

possibilities include implementing some of the stormwater recommendations 

in the Shelter Island Stormwater Management Plan, planting eelgrass or 

plantings to stabilize soil in the near shore. 



In general, the data from the nitrogen modeling shows that Shelter Island 

waterways have far lower nitrogen inputs than places further west.  

 

Laury reported that the MS4 Annual Report had been available for public 

comment for the past month but that no comments had been submitted. It 

will be sent to the DEC before June 1. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:52pm. 

The next meeting will be on June 12, 2017. 


