
MINUTES OF MS4 COMMITTEE MEETING 

July 10, 2017 

 

Present: Jim Colligan, Laury Dowd, John Colby, Jay Card, Reed Karen 

  

Laury updated the committee on the lack of response of the NYS DEC to the 

town and Legislator’s Thiele request for information on the process to get 

relief from the MS4 permit. The committee asked that a follow up letter be 

sent to the DEC. Laury will do. 

 

The committee then reviewed the DEC’s solicitation for data for the 2018 

303d list. The Town would like to challenge the DEC’s allegations that 

Dering Harbor and Fresh Pond belong on that list, but it lacks the funds to 

hire someone to collect water samples and bring them to the DEC-approved 

testing labs, as well as the fact that the DEC labs have limited capacity to 

test non-DEC water samples. Laury said that the PEPC is working on a 

QAPP, in which the DEC would approve the methodology and testing of 

water samples outside their direct control. However, such an approved 

protocol is years away from approval. The committee agreed that if any 

testing were done, it should include testing of a pond in Mashomack 

Preserve. Such a test of water far away from any human sources of 

contamination would be a valuable control for tests for Fresh Pond. It may 

well be that the Phosphorus in Fresh Pond is a local mineral condition and 

not caused by humans. 

 

The committee then reviewed stormwater abatement projects accomplished 

by the Highway Department in 2017. Jay reports that 20 to 30 storm drains 

have been installed to deal with stormwater issues. The Yoko Road 

stormwater abatement project is planned for next week. Jay also plans to 

replace the failing culvert under Midway Road, adjacent to Dickerson Creek, 

in the autumn. Jay described a plan to abate stormwater flooding issues at 

Town Hall by creating a rain garden to absorb runoff, with a safety overflow 

device for heavy rains. 

 

The committee began discussing 2018 stormwater projects, as the budget 

process will begin next month. Jay is seeking grant funding for the Goat Hill 

stormwater abatement project. He says it will cost approximately $40,000 in 

materials and that he can do the project in-house.  

 



The committee discussed a project to eliminate the direct outfall into 

Gardiners Creek. There has been a noticeable die-back in spartina grasses 

along the creek. The cause is not known, although it may be related to 

nitrogen inputs. The committee discussed the Water Quality Improvement 

Project and it was suggested that we identify a person who might put 

together a grant request to perform a study to identify and remediate the 

problem. Others thought that it would be better to use Water Quality 

Improvement Project funds to tackle community projects like re-use of 

Heights STP water on the golf course, to encourage recharge as well as 

nitrogen reduction, or a community system to serve Bridge Street. 

 

At the August meeting we will have more discussion about 2018 stormwater 

projects.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:05pm. 

The next meeting will be on August 14, 2017. 


