
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUND ADVISORY BOARD 

Minutes of July 16, 2018 

Shelter Island Town Hall 

 
Members Present:  Gordon Gooding, Chairman; Twoey Brayson, Joe Denny, Kathleen Gerard,  

Ed Shillingburg 

Absent:  Chuck Kraus, Mike Laspia 

Attendees:  Albert Dickson (Town Liaison), Melanie Cirillo (Peconic Land Trust) Howard 

Johanson, 

Next Meeting Date:  August 13, 2018 at 8:30 AM 

 

Chairman Gordon Gooding opened meeting at 8:35 AM 

 

June 11 and June 18, 2018 Minutes were approved by the Committee 

 

Opening Statement 

Gordon Gooding opened the meeting with an explanation that CPF is an advisory board that 

makes recommendations to the Town Board.  In keeping with the NYS open meeting laws, CPF 

open meetings will not discuss acquisitions of a specific property at an open meeting as to not 

affect the value of a property. Due to this, CPF has not been able to respond to all the questions 

and opinions of town people regarding a certain property as CPF tries to keep negotiations 

private.    An Acquisition Plan, created by the Town Board was handed out to all members as a 

blueprint to follow.  It gives the criteria on how to evaluate properties.  CPF has always dealt 

with land preservation and there is nothing in the Plan regarding properties with homes on it 

unless there is large acreage.  NYS consolidated law and general municipality law talks about 

how CPF funds should work.  Basically it states that funds from CPF may only be extended for 

projects that are included in said plan.  It further states “shall keep lands accessible to the 

public, unless deemed demonstrable to the satisfaction of the designated community that the 

public accessibility would be detrimental to the land and the natural resources associated with 

it”.   

 

Financial Report: 

As of June 30th, no funds came in last month. CPF revenue for the year is $437,569.17.  A 

check was deposited on July 7th for $30,000.  There is a little bit of shortfall right now but with a 

couple of major transactions that can change.  This will affect how we spend monies going 

forward.  The fund balance of the Chase account is $3,768,646.57 with interest of $308.55.  

There was an expense of $3,300 for audit of the CPF books. This leaves $3,765,655.12.  The 

balance of the NY Classic account is $5,635,233.22.  The interest on that account was 

$7,976.55.  The total from both accounts is $9,408,864.89.  The monies allocated to WQI, 

pending Scudder purchase and Bond obligation payment 2018 totals $1,911,611. The amount 

of working capital less this obligation is $7,497,253.72.    The CPF receipt revenue to date is 

$437,569.17 for the year 2018.   Chuck Kraus requested in the last meeting that he would like to 

see the actual land transfers that are associated with the monies we receive.  Kathleen Sullivan 



has that information in her files.  Gordon Gooding has asked the Town to prepare the financial 

report in the future.  CPF should just be reviewing it. 

The financial report was unanimously accepted. 

 

Suffolk County Partnership.   

Gordon Gooding, along with the Supervisor Gerth had a meeting with Suffolk County on land 

that the CPF is in partnership with.  As a result of that meeting, there were questions with 

respect to signage.  Mr. Gooding is waiting for Nick Gibbons to provide us with signs 

dimensions and examples of verbiage.  In any joint venture with Suffolk County, they want 

specific signage and will provide signs with a specific format free of charge.  It will spell out the 

name and usage of the properties.  CPF can still use the bronze plaques as stated in our 

Stewardship Plan but Suffolk County wants their format.   The decision was made to make Jay 

Card the point person for this.   

Going forward all properties will be surveyed and benchmarked to clearly define borders.   

 

Mildred Hird Flower Preserve - There was a stewardship plan in place.  As soon as we get the 

signage, it will be installed. 

 Shelter Island Nursery Watershed and Dickerson Fresh Pond - These properties are still 

missing complete adopted stewardship plans. 

Scudder Property - Mr. Gooding and the Scudders are anxious to close this deal.  There was a 

deadline of June 11th and has been delayed.  It has been over 18 months and there is still no 

closing date.  Mr. Gooding will talk to the Town Attorney to get a firm date.  It was suggested 

getting outside counsel. Councilman Albert Dickson will look into this. 

 

Water Quality Council (WQI) 

Edward Shillingburg reports that no monies have been spent yet.  There are 4 new applications. 

Howard Johanson asked if WQI monies can be used to buy property with a house on it.  Mr. 

Shillingburg doesn’t believe this is in the committee’s scope. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Acquisition Plan 2014-2019 - CPF is awaiting authorization to renew bond.   

Melanie Cirillo has presented opportunities for grants.  There is another round of funding for the 

Long Island region specifically for drinking water quality with applications due by July 27th.   Ms. 

Cirillo has already met with the Supervisor and the town engineer, Town Attorney and Assessor.   

A resolution needs to be made by the Town and CPF will move forward and submit a list of 

properties to the Board.  

.Quaker Property - This property is still awaiting closing date. 

 

 

 Public Meeting Closed at 9:40 AM 


