
MINUTES OF MS4 COMMITTEE MEETING 

August 14, 2017 

 

Present: Jim Colligan, Laury Dowd 

  

The committee then reviewed the DEC’s 303d list, which has been both 

approved in-part and rejected in-part by the USEPA. Dering Harbor is not on 

the list. Fresh pond is on the list as a TMDL to be determined.  

 

The committee discussed the recent July test showing high coliforms in 

Fresh Pond. Laury will get a copy of the recent test. One of the problems is 

that test results require interpretation by a professional and the part-time 

town engineer is out of hours. Laury will ask Jay for any other Fresh Pond 

water tests, since they are done through his office and budget. 

 

Laury said that we needed to identify the end goal in order to approach a 

solution. A TMDL means that the water body is not being put to its highest 

and best use. At this point, Fresh Pond is classified by the DEC as a Class C 

waterbody for boating and fishing. It is not approved for swimming. Jim 

suggested we work towards swimming. That would mean addressing the 

coliform and blue-green algae issues, since they are health issues that impact 

swimming.  

 

The committee discussed the possible sources of coliforms, which could be 

either animal (geese) or human. More study would have to be done to 

determine the source. There has been no known development in the area that 

would increase the sewage impacts on the pond, but there have been 

anecdotes about increased geese usage.  

 

Jim suggested a three point approach: 

- Deal with geese issue 

- Eliminate/discourage fertilizer use on the lake side of properties 

- Identify the location of septic systems surrounding the pond 

 

Peter Grand told the Town Board that he was organizing property owners in 

the area and hopefully will cooperate in the above issues.  

 

Laury will collect and disseminate any test results. We may need a meeting 

with Jay to discuss moving forward with more tests. 

 



 

At the September meeting we will have more discussion about 2018 

stormwater projects.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:50pm. 

The next meeting will be on September 18, 2017. 


