
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

September 11, 2018 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Keith Clark, 

Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox and Liaison Amber Brach-Williams 

Guests:  Taylor’s Island Foundation Members Julie Ben-Susan and Harriet Reilly, 

Town Supervisor Gary Gerth 

Meeting called to order, a candle lit:  9:19 AM, a delayed start due to a 9/11 

Memorial scheduled at the SIFD at 8:45 AM 

 

A motion to approve the August 14, 2018 minutes was made by Co-Chair Richie 

Surozenski and seconded by Steve Lenox.  The minutes were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Jason is restarting his work on the Cabin this week.  He’ll be bringing out the 

screens he made for the French doors and for the windows, along with the shutters 

he made for select windows. 

Gutters: 

Jason and Rich Duda are coordinating with one another for the installation of the 

gutters. 

Plumbing: 

The plumbing needs attention due to the unavailability of Anderson Plumbing.  

The Town is pursuing a new contractor.  

Repointing the mantels and acid wash on fireplace stones: 

No update. 

West entrance steps: 

Committee members suggested having a stone like the one atop the chimney. 

Ship’s wheel chandelier: 

When lit, adds an even more special feature to the Cabin. 
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Alarm System: 

No response from Paul Romanelli of Suffolk Security.  Tom of Lighthouse 

Security is visiting Town owned properties and is planning to go out to Taylor’s 

Island this month. 

 

Landscape/Grounds: 

Generator/Bunk house: 

Keith reported this project is set to go with a completed design and permit, which 

is out at the Cabin, but should be visible, posted in a window.  An estimate of the 

material and construction costs is needed.  Discussion on the windows for the 

structure included Keith suggesting Reilly windows, Richie suggesting 

refurbishing old cabin windows.  Jason will be updated. 

Wetlands Restoration Plan (North Ferry and Costello Marine): 

Pat shared the materials she received from the Army Corps of Engineers, and 

copied for Amber and Jay, about the planting of native grasses along the north side 

of the Island. 

Cement Covers: 

Richie will remind Jay about soil for the east side of the Cabin and along the new 

bulkhead on the south side of the Island so he can plant grass seed. 

Fire Pit: 

Members would like the fire pit reestablished on the far west side of the Island.  It 

was disturbed with the bulkhead project.   

 

Equipment: 

The pick-up truck and Taylor’s Whaler are running well with new batteries.  Pat 

checked with the Town Clerk’s Office regarding where Taylor’s Island is on the 

list for a slip at Congdon’s Dock, #89! 

 

Memorandum of Understanding: 

Town Supervisor Gerth joined us and reported that he and Amber will be meeting 

with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and that their goal is to ensure access via the 

road.  Pat made the point that the old MOU has been substantially terminated; that 

we are not causing a problem and perhaps there is no need for a new MOU.  

Committee members shared recent occurrences of a couple of new neighbors 

accosting town residents, noting the residents’ services have increased the level of 

traffic, along with GPS directing drivers down the road rather than to TNC Trail 

House further south.  Pat keeps a log of the dates and times the Taylor’s Island 

truck is used. 
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Financial Business: 

August 31, 2018 Bank Statements: 

Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA Account 

balance is $43,722.25 which includes interest of $15.90. 

The BNB Bank Premier MMA Public Fund Account balance is $12,229.43 which 

includes interest of $0.31. 

AT&T Dividend Check: 

Amber reported that the last dividend check received is in process with the Town 

Attorney. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle: 

This reimbursed $54,000 grant is in process with Liaison Amber and the Town’s 

Accountant Tom Major. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP: 

Sam Piro will begin the second phase, repairing the south cement seawall and 

north cement stairs, in the next couple of weeks. 

2019 Committee Budget: 

Pat asked Committee members for their input on the Taylor’s Island 2019 

Worksheet which was emailed and distributed at the meeting.  Members agreed 

they’d like to stay at the current budget amount.  Pat and Kathy will meet with the 

Supervisor and our Committee Liaison right after the Committee meeting. 

 

New Business: 

Town email address: 

The Town is requesting Committee members have a Town of Shelter Island email 

address for their Committee correspondence.  Judy Meringer will help with set-up. 

SIR Article: 

Pat referenced an article, Town looking at Reel Point plan, in the September 6, 

2018 Shelter Island Reporter which included Taylor’s Island. 

  

Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook: 

For the month of August there were 381 visits with 1400 page views. To date 

Taylor’s Island has 761 likes on facebook. 

August 11, 2018 Kettle Clambake: 

Kathy Gooding asked how much the Foundation made with this fundraising event.  

Pat will get back to her next month. 

Silver Circle: 

Pat and Harriet spoke about this group’s first visit to the Island on Wednesday, 

September 5. 
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Overnight Guests: 

Pat shared a comment of an overnight guest, who grew up on Shelter Island, about 

being able to spend a night on the water on Shelter Island.  Pat listed tentative dates 

when guests may spend a night at the Cabin, depending on their plans and the 

weather. 

 

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, 2018. 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:41 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan 


