
Deer & Tick Committee  

April 3rd, 2019 

Minutes 

 

Members Present: Chairman James Bevilacqua, Craig Wood, Hank Amann, 

Jeremy Samuelson, Dr. Scott Campbell 

Non-members Present: Animal Control Officer Beau Payne, Secretary Amanda 

Gutiw, Chief of Police James Read, Councilman Albert Dickson, Councilman Jim 

Colligan, Richard Lomuscio, Julia Weisenberg 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Bevilaqua at 10:01 by requesting a motion to accept the 

minutes from the previous March meeting. A vote was cast, and the minutes were unanimously approved. 

 ACO Update; end of the hunting season, March 31st. 509 deer reported from October 1st to March 31st, 

which is down from 554 from last year. 186 were taken in the two months of February and March which is 

up from 136 last year. There were 13 raffles totaling $4,500 (including the grand prize raffle) for the 18-19 

season. The NWCO program currently has 4 fully licensed hunters which removed 84 deer from 21 

managed properties from February 1st - March 31st (46 taken from 7 properties last year). This year, non-

residents were included in the culling program through the “buddy” system that has been implemented. 

Mr. Wood inquired about the possibility of hiring an additional “ACO” that would be involved to prevent 

“fatigue”. Mr. Wood stated that he is inquiring about an increase in efforts not to increase numbers but to 

help decrease the work load since culling will eventually become harder and will take longer. Chairman 

Bevilacqua requested an in-depth review of our available data at a future meeting. Mr. Payne suggested 

the June meeting and asked that all members make requests for the data they’d like discussed by the May 

meeting. So far, 211 deer have been stored in the cooler, 37 for personal use, over 2,900lbs of meat has 

been donated to the Venison Donation Program. Since its April, Beau is currently in the transition from 

deer control to tick control and the 4-Poster units will be deployed shortly.  

 

 The committee has been working with Suffolk Shared Services, an initiative by the County to share 

resources and reduce costs. Several Suffolk County municipalities are collectively working together to 

share information pertaining to deer and tick issues but primarily tick-borne illnesses. 

 

 Burning was discussed, many valid points were addressed. One concern a resident brought up was the 

turtles and other animals that this may ecologically affect. The committee recommended that they re-visit 

this topic after they have had time to do more research. Chief Read reminded the committee that town 

wide burns cost time and money, time and money the volunteer fire department can’t commit to. A vote 

was cast regarding pursuing a Town-run burn program further, one in favor, 3 opposed. 

  



 Changes in 4-Poster unit deployment and changes in permethrin application was discussed. Mr. Payne 

explained that application of permethrin will need to be done as instructed but it is not necessary to have 

the units deployed continuously. Mr. Wood raised his concerns with the cost of unit deployment. He 

suggested reallocating money saved from reducing deployment of units to Deer Reduction efforts.  Mr. 

Colligan stated that he is in favor of eventually weaning the Town off of the units, he noted that there has 

never been a study done on the long term effects of permethrin on the surrounding environment and 

everything in it, simply because we have had the units deployed close to 13 years and that is the longest 

recorded deployment in history.  

 

 Additionally, Mr. Wein had requested deer vehicle collision (DVC) information via email. There were 34 

DVCs reported in 2016, 30 in 2017 and 34 in 2018. They represented 34%, 28% and 34% of all MVAs for 

each respective year. There have been 8 DVCs in 2019 YTD. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:33 

Next Deer & Tick Committee meeting will be held in the Town Board room at 10 am on May 1st 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


