
Shelter Island Conservation Advisory Council 

June 20, 2016 Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Chr. Ed Bausman, Paulette Van Vranken, Peder Larsen, Howard 

Johansen, Mark Cappellino, Councilman Paul Shepherd, Town Liaison. 

Member Excused:  John Reilly, Jay Card,  

Others Present: Councilman Jim Colligan 

Meeting opened at 7:30pm 

 

May 16, 2016 Minutes approved as emailed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Review of Sea Grass Presentation: 

Councilman Jim Colligan continued his discussion on formalizing a proposal for the 

Town Board to put into effect with the help of the CAC and WMAC.  

 

Chairman Ed Bausman passed out a formal recommendation with the following 

suggestions to be added to the Shelter Island Sea Grass Plan: 

1. Mark the perimeters of the island sea grass beds with educational signs/buoys 

notifying citizens about the 2011 NYS Sea Grass Protection Act. The beds are 

located in Coecles Harbor, Hay Beach Point and east of the North Ferry Docks. 

2. This sea grass plan applies specifically to Zostera marina (eel grass) and Ruppia 

maritime (widgeon grass). 

3.  The town website, town newspaper and TV station should present public 

education recognizing that these aquatic plants are essential fish/shellfish habitat.     

4. All persons having fishing licenses and/or shellfish permits should receive written 

notice, with the possible judicial consequences, of the rules pertaining to sea grass 

beds. 

 

The CAC passed a motion to recommend these suggestions for inclusion into the 

Shelter Island Sea Grass Management Plan. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

WETLANDS APPLICATIONS: 

          James and Ellen Buckland - 3 Fox Hollow Run 

Applicants James and Ellen Buckland request a permit to construct an addition to the 

existing deck by building a 40 ft long by 6 ft wide deck along the east side of the house 

and a 35 ft long by 15 ft wide deck along the south side of the house. 

 

Discussion:  

The CAC read over the 2003 resolution pertaining to this property. Member Johansen 

stated that the property has changed hands since that resolution and that the Buckland’s 

are the new owners.  

The CAC members generally agreed that the house and grounds are already very close to 

fresh water pond and pouring fertilizer on the grounds is not a good idea.  



 

The CAC noted that the purposed decking is on east side of the house and looks to be 

more like a walkway. Members also mentioned that the pond is a man altered and very 

small in size.  

 

Decision:  The CAC voted unanimously to deny the application (5-0) (2-absent JR, 

JC) as presented, because the existing house is located within 64.6 ft of man-altered 

freshwater wetlands.   

 

 Scott L. Murphy - 8 Chequit Avenue 

The applicant requests a permit to add a 60 sq. ft. mechanical room and a deck for the AC 

unit to be cantilevered off the west side of the present non-conforming house (no ground 

disturbance) as well as raise the interior finished floor height to FE 8 ft. 

 

Discussion: 
Chairman Ed Bausman stated that Mr. Murphy did construction on his property without 

the required permits and a stop work order was issued.   

 

Chairman Ed Bausman also noted that this non-conforming house is already built into the 

wetland setbacks. 

 

The CAC members agreed that a wired back silt fence should be installed the entire 

length of the bulkhead.   

 

Decision:  
The CAC voted unanimously to pass the application (5-0) (2-absent JR, JC) with the 

requirement that a wire-back silt fence be installed within 2 ft landward of the 

bulkhead.    

 

 Pandion Landing – 64 Burns Road 

Inter-Science Research Associates submitted this wetlands application on behalf of 

Pandion Landing requesting to demolish all existing structures along the bulkhead, which 

fall within the 100 ft wetlands setback area and the septic systems will be abandoned. 

  

Discussion:   
The CAC discussed this application and first noted that it is the old St. Gabe’s property 

and that initially this land was filled in swamp land. 

 

Members had questions concerning the abandonment of the cesspools and if they will be 

replaced with nitrogen reduction septic systems.  

 

Member Larsen noted that the target for demolition is July or August. Member Larson 

also stated that when doing the demolition it will be done by inward excavation, back 

sloping, where the buildings will collapse onto themselves.  

 

Members also noted that the road demolition will be left for last.  



 

The CAC agreed that there should be a wired back silt fence along the bulkhead and that 

no debris go into the water.  

 

Decision:  

The CAC voted unanimously to pass the application (5-0) (2-absent JR, JC) with the 

requirements: 

1.  A wire backed silt fence be installed within 2 ft landward of the bulkhead in 

order to prevent any run-off entering the bay.  

2.  The buildings be collapsed onto themselves allowing the walls to fall inward.   

3.  All the demolition is to be completed and removed from the properties before any 

asphalt is disturbed.   

 

 John and Blair Borthwick – 71 Norstand Parkway 

 Inter-Science Research Associates submitted this wetlands application for John and Blair 

Borthwick requesting to convert a preexisting residence into an accessory building (not 

containing cooking facilities). Demolish a preexisting residence and construct a new two-

story, single family, residence with Suffolk County Department of Health Services 

compliant sanitary systems.  

 

Discussion:   
Chairman Ed Bausman started off the discussion by saying that the Borthwicks have 

already done plantings on one side and now they will be doing the other side and noted 

that the application submitted shows the a swimming pool, sauna and portions of the 

terrace be  placed within the regulated area.    

 

Members also noted that the residence is in the 100ft regulated area, the residence is also 

further back than the old pool, and the applicants are leaving the original house and 

putting two wings on it. 

 

Member Johansen stated that because the pool is in the 100ft regulated area it needs to be 

moved outside the regulation. Members agreed that the applicants should design their 

project to fit inside the setback requirements.  

 

Decision:  

The CAC voted unanimously to pass the application (5-0) (2-absent JR, JC) with the 

requirement: The CAC recommends that the swimming pool and sauna be removed 

from the 25ft-regulated area and the proposed terrace be reconfigured to not enter 

into the regulated area.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jeanette Flynn 

Clerk to the CAC 

   


