
                   Shelter Island Conservation Advisory Council 

May 16, 2016 Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Chr. Ed Bausman, Paulette Van Vranken, Peder Larsen, Howard 

Johansen, Mark Cappellino, Councilman Paul Shepherd, Town Liaison. 

Member Excused:  John Reilly, Jay Card,  

Others Present: Councilman Jim Colligan 

Meeting opened at 7:30pm 

 

March 21, 2016 Minutes approved as emailed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Review of Sea Grass Presentation: 

Chairman Ed Bausman passed around to the member a copy of the Sea Grass 

Management Summary, by - Soren Dahl, the NYS Seagrass Coordinator.  

 

Chairman Bausman also passed around the NYS 2012 Seagrass Legislation that was put 

into effect by the NYS Senate.  

 

Councilman Jim Colligan, Put together a Shelter Island Seagrass Management Plan that 

he passed around to the committee. Councilman Colligan stated that this was a draft 

proposal that will eventually be put in place for Seagrass sustainability. Councilman 

Colligan has been working with the NYS Sea Grass Coordinator in drafting this plan. 

 

Councilman Colligan would like the CAC and WMAC to come together with them and 

make a formalized proposal for the Town Board to put into effect.  

 

The plan was well received by the CAC. Chairman Ed Bausman opined that protecting 

what we have is more important than restoration. Councilman Colligan stated that 90% is 

to protect and 10% is for restoration efforts. Member Peder Larsen offered that they can 

buoy off areas at possibly Coecles Harbor.  

 

The CAC identified three important sea grass areas: 

1) Coecles harbor 

2) North Ferry 

3) Hay Beach 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   WETLANDS APPLICATIONS 

 

Brian Carroll/Carroll Family 2012 Trust 56 Tuthill Drive 

Brian Carroll and the Carroll Family Trust requests a permit for plus or minus 27 ft by 

plus or minus 34 foot addition to the existing one and one half story dwelling; and install 

a drainage system (leaders, gutters and drywell) to collect associated roof runoff. 

 

 



Discussion: 
New septics are going in the same place and the same tank size. 

 

Member Johansen questioned why the dry well is in the 75 foot setback instead and not 

back 100 feet.  After looking at the plans the CAC saw that it is uphill and the drainage 

needs to go in the low end.  

 

The CAC feels this is a small property and they do not anticipate a problem. 

 

Decision:  

The CAC voted unanimously to approve the application as presented. 5-0-2(J.C. 

J.R.Absent) 

 

Michael McLean 44-46 Tuthill Drive 

An application to stabilize and re-vegetate the existing shoreline with approximately plus 

or minus 210 linear feet of 2-3 ft. diameter boulders in rows.  

 

Discussion: 
In the protective area, CAC discussed smaller boulders to fill the voids.   

The CAC noted that the applicant wants to have the boulders covered with compatible 

beach sand (100 cubic yards plus or minus). 

The CAC also noted that the applicant wants it planted with beach grass and go above the 

stones and below will have different grasses.  

Spatinia was noted to the west side of property to the right of existing plantings and 

closer to the water. 

 

The CAC generally agreed that gabions could be installed because the equipment is less 

heavy and stones are easy to get. The CAC also generally agreed that this is about 210 

foot area of stones. 

 

Decision:  

The CAC voted to approve the application unanimously.  5-0-2(J.C. J.R. Absent)  

 

CAC recommends the use of gabions rather than small boulders to fill the voids.  

The CAC also recommends that Spatina patens (salt meadow cord grass) plugs that 

are placed 12 “centers in front of the boulders/across the entire beach area.  

Ammophilia breviligulata (American Beach grass) should be planted in the sand fill 

above the rock wall/gabions.   

 

Bruce Sudano 50 Gardiners Bay Drive 

An application to construct a 285 linear ft. stone revetment along the property shoreline 

that will meet the return of the existing timber bulkhead to the west and the return of the 

existing rock wall to the east. The revetment will consist of 1-2 ton stones, stacked 3 

stones high. A 2 ft. deep base layer consisting of 25-50 lb. stones is proposed.  

Approximately 190 cubic yards of clean fill will be placed landward of the revetment and 

planted with American Beach Grass and Seaside Goldenrod as plugs, 12 inches on center.   



 

Discussion: 
The CAC generally agreed that clean sand should be trucked in. The CAC feels gabions 

are also appropriate for this site and that the revetment be in a straight line.  

The CAC generally agrees that American Beach Grass and Golden Rod be used to re-

vegetate. 

 

Decision:  

The CAC passed the application, as submitted, unanimously. 5-0-2(J.C. J.R. Absent) 

 

This is with the following requirement: 

 

All bulkhead backfill must be from an upland source only.  NO fill is to be removed 

from the beach side of the rock revetment.   

 

Shafer/Nystrom 37 East Brander Parkway 

The applicants request a permit to build a 10 ft. X 17 ft. extension to the enclosed porch 

on the waterside of the property.  It will be built of a wood frame construction.  The 

house was constructed, circa 1975, predates and is non-conforming, as it is located 72.8 

ft. from the edge of the wetland boundary but behind a bulkhead.  

 

Discussion: 
The CAC noted that the porch is enclosed. They are removing 2 spruces and they took 

out the patio. The applicant will also remove asphalt and replace with stones. 

 

The CAC also noted that this is not a “true” wetland because it is bulk headed. 

 

The CAC generally agreed that there should be a stamped survey.  

 

The CAC generally agreed that all dry wells should be outside the 75 foot area. 

 

Decision:  

The CAC voted unanimously to pass the application as submitted. 5-0-2(J.C. 

J.R.Absent)   
 

NEW BUSINESS:  None. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jeanette Flynn 

Clerk to the CAC 

  

       


