
 
Town of Shelter Island 

Community Housing Board Regular Meeting held at Justice Hall 
September 25, 2017 

Minutes 
 
Members Present: Co-Chair Mary Faith Westervelt, Michael Bebon, Co-Chair Hoot Sherman, 
David Doyle, Town Board Liaison Councilwoman Christine Lewis. Members excused: none. 
Members absent: Richard Zaun. 
 
Community Present: Joanne Sherman for the purpose of taking notes. 
 
Open meeting at 7:00 PM  
 
There were no minutes from the previous meeting. Ms. Westervelt said she would go over her 
notes and put together minutes. She said she is not aware of any change the Housing Registry 
status.  
 
New member David Doyle was welcomed to the group.  
 
Change in meeting dates 
 
Following discussion it was decided to change CHB meeting dates to accommodate members 
schedules, to the fourth Thursday of each month. For the rest of the year meeting dates are as 
follows: 
October 26 
November 30 (5th Thursday because of Thanksgiving) 
December No meeting. 
 
Discussed 
Various pieces of land that might be suitable for an affordable housing project were mentioned. 
Mr. Sherman said he would look into the ownership of one particular parcel.  
 
Ms. Lewis said that East Hampton's affordable housing was accomplished with the use of HUD 
money, and what restrictions that might entail. An issue that separates Shelter Island from other 
communities that have initiated such programs is our inability to increase the density per acre 
because of our water supply. 
 
Ms. Westervelt said that she has been approached by a party with an idea for a conceptual 
project and will get in touch with him. 
 
Mr. Doyle said the key to affordable housing is funding, and that once there is a project in mind, 
there are many different ways and different mechanisms to achieve that goal.  



 
Fifty-year ground leases were discussed, along with the possibility of increasing year-round 
rentals of accessory units by offering incentives.  
 
Mr. Bebon suggested that an solution to the density issue might be the installation of a small 
municipal water system in certain areas.  
 
Board members are in agreement that the CHB needs a specific project to present to the Town 
Board. At that point, a coalition might then go to the Health Department and ask what we can do 
to make the project happen. 
 
Ms. Lewis said the CHB might want to explore the possibility of a private party\government 
partnership.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm 
 
Next meeting, Thursday, October 26. 
 
 


