
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

COMMUNITY HOUSING BOARD 

JULY 26, 2018 

MINUTES 

 
Members Present:  Mary Faith Westervelt, Chair; Cris DiOrio; Abby Dress, David Doyle, 

Michael Bebon, (Absent: Edward Katta, Gerry Siller) 

Town Liaison:  Albert Dickson 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM 

 

Minutes of June 28, 2018 were unanimously approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Meeting with Community Preservation Board - Chair Westervelt will contact Member Siller to 

discuss.   

 

Agenda to present to Town Board - Member DiOrio will also contact Member Siller to prepare 

an agenda for the Town Board. 

 

Communication Plan - Member Dress is working on this.  She is currently identifying what 

groups to target.  Chair Westervelt would like to let people know what is currently available, 

such as the licensing program, getting the word out about Community Housing and what it is. 

It was also suggested speaking to builders who would be interested in putting together a plan 

for people willing to add a garage apartment.  The builders could give homeowners a few 

choices to streamline the process and make the price fixed.    Member Dress also suggested a 

regular newspaper column would keep residents updated on what is going on. Member Bebon 

suggested moving forward with a plan for a small project that addresses the need and then 

would spark the interest and support.  He is going to prepare some thoughts and bullets for next 

meeting. 

 

Communication with grant writer - Member Katta was unable to attend the meeting but sent 

an email outlining what he has been working on.  He has continued talks with Jennifer 

Massiano, the Town grant writer and has identified some partnerships and grant projects to 

pursue.  He will be following up with these and continue working with Ms. Massiano.  

 

Amendment to Community Housing Law - Chair Westervelt has been working with Bob 

DeStefano, Town Attorney, to amend the current housing law.  They have agreed on an 

approach and Attorney DeStefano is fine tuning the law to present to the Town Board.  He is 

also looking into changing the Town Code with respect to zoning, especially with regard to 

accessory housing.   Right now this is not allowed in the near shore overlay, however, they 

would like to amend it so that for a person is willing to rent through Community Housing, it would 

be allowed. 



  

SIHOP Update/Meeting with East Hampton Town Housing Officials - Members of the 

Community Housing Board and SIHOP members went to East Hampton to meet with Town 

Housing officials and tour the different housing options that are offered there.  This is a much 

bigger project than Shelter Island would do. Although much of their funding approaches are not 

relevant here, many of good ideas were shared. 

 

Meeting with Fred Thiele - Member Dress and Councilman Dickson met with Fred Thiele.  He 

is proposing an extra ½% CPF tax specifically for affordable housing that would not be part of 

the 2%.    These funds could be used for land acquisition, as well as building.    Mr. Thiele 

hopes to finalize construction of this bill by September and have it on the ballot in November 

2019.  Ken LaValle will proposed a companion bill in the Senate.  This will only be for 5 East 

End towns.  He also sent a list of laws in NYS that have been passed related to affordable 

housing.  These laws have been used to get grants and show where they are.  Member Dress 

will share that information with the other members. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1.  2019 Budget Request 

Chair Westervelt suggests that this year the Community Housing Board will need a larger 

budget in order to move forward with their ideas and plans. An estimate of costs, including 

consultant fees will need to be prepared to present to the Town Board. 

 

Member Bebon recommended finding out if CHB has access to town employees who can lend 

their expertise. 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:40 PM 

 

 


