
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

COMMUNITY HOUSING BOARD 

AUGUST 23, 2018 

MINUTES 

 
Members Present:  Michael Bebon; Cris DiOrio; Abby Dress,  Edward Katta 

Absent: MaryFaith Westervelt, Gerry Siller, David Doyle 

Attendees:  Julie Lane, Amber Brach-Williams  

 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM 

 

Minutes of July 26, 2018 were unanimously approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Communication Plan - Member Dress continues to work on the plan.  She will be meeting with 

Chair Westervelt next week to finalize plans for a brochure.  She would also like to meet 

individually with board members to get their input and ideas before bringing it to the public.  

There will be a preliminary campaign to the media. She is also compiling a master list of 

builders, associations, religious organizations, etc. to reach out to.  Once property is found, 

Suffolk County will be willing to have a meeting to discuss different options. It is also suggested 

looking to identify people who may be interested in gifting their land. 

 She also looked into Suffolk County giving monies for new technology such as the air to water 

plan currently being worked on at UC Berkley. 

 

Potential 4-Unit Conceptual Design - Member Bebon met with a modular home builder in 

Southampton to get ideas for a potential 4 unit rental property.  It is “big house” concept 

apartment building that will blend in with the neighborhood.  The sample house had 4 one-

bedroom apartments, each 550 sq. feet.  These houses can be customized to whatever the 

needs are.  If using town-owned land, the completed building would cost approximately 

$700,000.00.  It would take 9-12 months to build.  If there is a developer who can lease the 

Town parcel and be responsible for the landscape and maintenance, a profit can be made for 

such developer.  The rents would be between $1500 and $1800/monthly.  Once there is a plan 

to show, the Town Board can then move forward with trying to get the land, developer and 

monies to fund it. 

 

Contact with Town Grant Writer - Member Katta continues to work with the Town grant writer 

to find appropriate grants to fund housing projects.  There are many grants for projects in which 

the land is existing.  Once land is identified, they can move forward with finding appropriate 

grants.  

 

Town Property Inventory Update - Member DiOrio has given Chair Westervelt a list that she 

will discuss at the next CHB meeting. 

 



Potential Builders Forum - Local builders will be invited to a round table discussion to see if 

and how they will be able to assist is the construction of units.  A list of local builders is being 

compiled by Member Dress to invite. Member Bebon suggested putting this off until October 

meeting and put an ad in the newspaper inviting anyone else interested. 

 

2019 Budget Request - Member Bebon suggested that a budget request of $25,000 be 

submitted to the Town Board.  In the past, CHB has had a budget has been substantially less, 

but now in order to move forward with real housing plans, more will be needed. It was 

unanimously agreed to present this request. Amber Brach-Williams suggested that before 

meeting with the Board in October, a more specific budget of where the monies will be spent 

can be prepared. 

 

New Business: 

New Town E-mail Policy - All members were given new town email addresses.  Moving 

forward all communication regarding this committee will be sent through these emails only. 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:58 PM 

 

 


