
Deer & Tick Committee 
January 2nd 2019 

Minutes 
 
Members present: Chairman Dr. Bevilacqua, Chuck Tiernan (phoned in), Craig Wood, Scott 
Campbell 
 
Members not present: Marc Wein, Hank Amann, Jeremy Samuelson 
 
Non-members present: Beau Payne, Councilman Jim Colligan, Julie Lane, Councilman Al 
Dickson, Supervisor Gary Gerth, Councilman Paul Shepherd, Chief James Read 
 

 
 The monthly meeting started out at 10am with the above present members. The 

minutes were not approved at this meeting due to them not being distributed prior to 
the meeting. Dr. Bevilacqua explained that the February meeting may be cancelled, 
pending a committee decision.  

 
 Mr. Payne started with the ACO update; December 31st marked the end of the third 

month of hunting season. January sixth (Sunday) starts the beginning of the firearm 
season. So far, this year 119 deer have been taken from 30 hunters, down from 173 
from 36 hunters reported last year. Dr. Bevilacqua mentioned the amount of time and 
effort is spent in the field per deer this year vs. last year, does this mean there are less 
deer? Mr. Payne explained he is going to implement a new report from the NWCO 
hunters to help answer this question by logging the hours spent afield. Of the 119, 62 
were taken from 20 town managed properties, down from 88 last year. $950 dollars has 
been awarded in 6 raffle periods. So far this year 400 pounds of meat has gone through 
the donation program. 66 deer have been stored through the end of December (59 last 
year) but of those 66, 24 have been stored for personal consumption. On to the NWCO, 
we currently have 4 total licensed hunters, 3 from the previous year. Mr. Wood inquired 
about the confidence Mr. Payne may have in the 4 hunters. Mr. Payne explained the 
goal is 100 deer this year and all four licensed hunters seem extremely dedicated and 
optimistic about reaching that goal. Mr. Tiernan inquired about the $200 licensing costs 
and about the insurance that is required which usually costs about $700 for the year. 
The town has been discussing the possibility of covering those costs. Mr. Colligan 
commented on the expenses to become a NWCO and the need to discuss this for the 
2020 budget. Mr. Wood stated that we need to become more aggressive in our culling 
efforts. Possibly increasing the number of NWCO’s, pay the licensing fee or covering the 
insurance, possibly hosting a class ourselves if possible. Chief Read requested that we 
commit to covering the cost for 5 NWCO’s, which it would have to come out of the Deer 
Reduction Management line but is possible. This would be about $1,000 per person, or 
$5000 dedicated this year. Dr. Bevilacqua mentioned increasing the price per deer after 
10 instead of giving the lump sum of $1000. Each deer is about $175, after 10 deer 
taken and butchered, increase that amount by $20. Dr. Scott Campbell inquired about 
the liability coverage and the costs. Mr. Payne informed the committee that he is only 
aware of one company that will provide the coverage required but has thought of the 
Town possibly buying a policy and covering all the NWCO’s under the policy. This is an 



idea that has been discussed thoroughly with the Town Attorney, unfortunately an 
agreement hasn’t been made as of yet. Mr. Payne expressed his thoughts on paying the 
NWCO’s for their coverage, he agrees the Town should cover the costs of the policy. Dr. 
Bevilacqua mentioned inquiring with the insurance company about possible reduced 
rates if you lump the licensees together. Councilman Paul Shepherd asked the 
committee to consider what introducing money to a volunteer program will or can do.  

 

 Dr. Bevilacqua called for a vote to endorse the coverage of the NWCO’s liability, all 
present were in favor.  

 
 New Business; there was nothing up for discussion.  

 
 
The next Deer and Tick Committee meeting will be held in the Town Board Room at Town hall 
10 am February 6th 2019 
 
 


