
Deer & Tick 

June 6th 2018 

Minutes 

 

Members Present: Chairman Dr. James Bevilacqua, Chuck Tiernan, Hank Amann, Marc Wein, Craig 

Wood 

Non-Member Present: Al Dickson, Jim Colligan, Bob DeStefano, Beau Payne. 

 

The meeting started at 10:02 with Beau welcoming Dr. James Bevilacqua as the new Chairman 

to fill the slot vacated by the outgoing chairman Mike Scheibel and also welcomed the newest 

member of the committee, Jeremy Samuelson.  

Dr. Bevilacqua went on to reintroduce Jeremy Samuelson who is the newest director 

of Mashomack. Dr. Bevilacqua requested a motion to accept the minutes of the May 

meeting. A vote was cast and the minutes were unanimously approved. 

 First item on the agenda was the ACO Update. Mr. Payne reported that all 31 units are 

deployed which is the same amount as in the past two seasons. He is currently servicing 

the units twice a week with corn consumption being up 8% for the month of May vs. last 

May. Mr. Payne mentioned the recent changes at the horse farm in the center of Town, 

the field being mowed & tilled in preparation for agricultural purposes. The change in 

landscape seems to have deterred deer to consume corn in other locations. Mr. Wood 

wanted to note to the public that the Town is deploying the same amount of units for the 

past four years, there has been no change. Mr. Payne addressed the comments on the 

increase in presence of ticks this year. He stated that it is important that the committee 

does not react to perception. Just because there is a perception that there is an increase 

does not mean there is actually an increase. Mr. Amann inquired on whether or not 

anyone on the committee was checking in with the doctors to see if anyone is recording 

tick bites. Dr. Bevilacqua said this was set to be discussed next time in the July meeting. Dr. 

Bevilacqua noted Doxycycline is a surrogate used for tick encounters. There has been a 

significant decrease in the number of prescriptions that were given out for doxycycline 

from 2017 by about 25% on Shelter Island. The number of pills that were administered has 

gone up, that would suggest that more people were treated for Lyme as opposed to the 

prophylactic treatment. Comments were passed about doctors prescribing antibiotics as 

cautionary before confirming whether or not someone had Lyme. Dr. Bevilacqua noted 

that if you have the rash you get treated for Lyme but as far as the flu like symptoms you 

historically did not get treated. The CDC doesn’t treat patients, doctors treat patients. 



Doctors across the board treat Lyme very differently. Eighty percent of people with Lyme 

present with a rash and the other 20 present with the flu like symptoms but it is important 

to note that most people with Lyme disease never find a tick.  Doctors are becoming more 

aggressive when it comes to treatment for Lyme. Mr. Amann brought up the tick 

population and what measures can be taken. He requested that burning be re-employed. 

He noted that the committee needs to be a little more diverse when combating the tick 

population. For example, rodents for one. The four poster only takes care of the deer and 

a defensive measure is the best measure. Mr. Colligan commented on the burning topic 

stating that someone should write to the reporter saying 30 years ago the town burned 

like crazy but the island isn’t the same as it was 30 years ago. Mr. Payne agreed with Hank 

that the committee does need to move towards an integrated approach and explore some 

other options. Mr. Wood and Colligan agreed that the tick population seems to be higher 

this year. Mr. Payne stated that his personal perception was that there is a higher 

population of dog ticks this season. Mr. Amann spoke of a source he often refers to called 

“Entomology Today” and they indicated that Lone Star Ticks seem to appear depending on 

where the sunshine is and what kind of woods surround you. There are a lot of nuances 

here which we don’t know about. Mr. Wood inquired about Mashomack participating in 

burning and what everyone’s thoughts were. Mr. Samuelson said that during the last 

attempt to burn, Mashomack was faced with a number of obstacles that proved it was not 

worth the effort physically or financially. Mr. Payne ended the ACO Update with the 

discussion of the upcoming tick drags. He will be sampling 10 locations and then will help 

Mr. Samuelson with the 5 sites Mashomack has. Mr. Payne has also reached out to Dr. 

Campbell in regards to sampling the ticks from the tick drags for pathogen testing. Ticks 

have been sent in the past for testing but we have not received the results yet.  

 The next item on the Agenda, Educational Forum. Mr. Wein & Mr. Payne met the week 

prior to organize the publicity of the event. Flyers were made, signs were posted and ads 

were displayed. There was also a public service announcement on channel 22 as well as 

home owners associations were notified.  Sue Booth-Binczik will be giving a presentation, 

she is a wildlife biologist in Albany for the DEC. Mr. Payne and Sue have had extensive 

number of conversations in regard to the committee’s efforts not only in the past but 

those to come in the future. Mr. Wein suggested a meeting late Thursday afternoon prior 

to the forum with Susan to see what she thinks would be beneficial based on her 

understanding of how things are handled state wide.  

 New Business. Mr. Wein inquired about any possible feedback on the venison testing 

which Mr. Payne stated there hasn’t been any yet, Dr. Campbell is waiting on the state. 

Mr. Payne also brought up the discussion of having an evening meeting following the 

educational forum. The next Deer & Tick Committee Meeting has been scheduled for 

Wednesday July 11th at 10am due to the Independence Day Holiday but could be 

rescheduled for later that day, possibly either 5pm or another day. The committee agreed 

5pm on Thursday the 12th would give the public a good opportunity to come and discuss 

what was learned at the summer forum.  Dr. Bevilaqcua brought up Governor Cuomo 



talking about how he is trying to get on board with the tick problem and wondered if there 

is any money there and how to pursue it if there is. Mr. Payne advised we reach out to the 

committee’s liaison and have them inquire about any possible government funding. Mr. 

Wein stated that in the past the Town has received a hundred thousand dollars from the 

state for several years and twenty five thousand the year prior to last, what are we 

currently getting? The meeting ended with the notification that we are currently getting 

no funding.  

 

Meeting Adjourned 11:12 

 

Next Deer & Tick Committee meeting will be held in the Town Board room at Town Hall on 

Thursday July 12th at 5pm  


