
 

Town of Shelter Island Green Options Advisory 
Committee 

Minutes of the April 27, 2017 Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Tim Purtell, Don D’Amato, Herb 

Stelljes, + Jim Dougherty + Laury Dowd   

Absent: Don Angela Van Rynbach  

 
Clean Energy Communities: 

—Tim updated the committee on where we stand with the 

CEC effort. The Benchmarking resolution was passed by the 

Town on March 31st. We had our last Energy Code Training 

session on April 27th.  

 
Town Energy Audit: 

—Don and Tim have begun auditing the Town buildings for 

way to improve energy use. We started with the Police 

Department building. Don described our visit and handed out 

a data sheet that showed how the Town could achieve 

significant savings by replacing the current fluorescent lights 

with LED bulbs. Laury asked if computers should be turned 

off at the end of each day. Don explained that computers and 

printers use significant energy over time and advised that 

they be turned off. Laury suggested it would be helpful to 

have guidelines for everyone working in Town buildings. 

There was also a discussion about dimmers in the buildings. 

 
Green Expo: 

—Tim talked about sending out a list of last year’s attendees. 

Herb suggested a $25 fee for those who don’t bring tables. The 

money could go toward publicity for the event. Tim asked 



about School community service as a way to get help for set 

up. 

Herb talked about the School’s “Environmental Science” class 

as a perfect group to present at the Expo.  

 
Solar at the Recycling Center: 

—Laury suggested we check in with Jay. There was a 

discussion about the feasibility of such a project and potential 

hurdles.  Tim mentioned a webinar from last spring that 

highlighted several towns that have been able to bring solar to 

similar recycling centers. 

 
Climate Change: 

There was a discussion about Climate Change and its 

potential effects on Shelter Island. Laury mentioned models 

that predict more rainfall on the East End. She suggested the 

Police or Highway Department start a tracking system that 

notes days when excess rainfall shuts down roads. This 

system could set a baseline for the future. There was a 

discussion about rain gauges. 

 
New Green Committee members: 

There was a discussion about getting three new members on 

the committee. 

 
Dickerson Park area meadow: 

Tim talked about a recent talk by meadow maker Larry 

Weaner. There was discussion about how to proceed with 

Dickerson Park. Herb would like each section to be varied. 

Tim explained that it would be possible to vary the ratio of 

grasses and forbs for each section. There was also a discussion 

about limiting the scope of the project for the first year or two. 

 



 

 
 
 


