
  

Town of Shelter Island Green Options Advisory 
Committee 

Minutes of the January 11, 2018 Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Tim Purtell, Don D’Amato, 

Herb Stelljes, Absent: Angela Van Rynbach  

 
2018 Schedule: 

—There was a discussion about 2018 meeting dates and how 

to attract new committee members. The group discussed the 

possibility of having committee members join for specific 

projects. 
 
Garbage Cans:  

—Don made a pitch for the Town to consider purchasing or 

leasing public waste receptacles made by a company called 

BigBelly. Don explained how they work and why they might 

be a good addition to the Island. It was decided committee 

members reach out to Jay Card for further discussion. 

 
Solar: 

—The group had a discussion about solar in the landfill. Herb 

had several questions about where the panels would go. Tim 

mentioned Jay Card’s email about a similar situation in Islip 

and a field trip. There was a discussion about how to work 

with Jay on this project. Herb wondered if there was a way to 

get the library and firehouses on board with solar. 

 
Energy Audit: 

—Don and Tim brought Herb up to date on the light bulb 

audit for the Town buildings. Herb asked if motion detectors 

were included in the presentation to the Town. 



 
Native Gardens: 

—Herb mentioned 2 landscapers who might be interested in 

creating and maintaining native gardens on Town land. One 

spot might be the Ice Pond. Tim wondered if there was a way 

to restore the perimeter of the pond. Tim also mentioned 

creating an unofficial group of volunteers to create native 

gardens or meadows. 

 
Green Expo: 

—There was a discussion about this year’s Expo. Don 

suggested, as part of a bigger PR push, there could be a large 

banner like the one the Craft Fair installs across 114. Herb 

proposed large pinwheels that could be placed near the Youth 

Center. Tim will reach out to the Town committees earlier 

than usual. Herb plans to meet with school supervisor Dr. 

Quinn to discuss school involvement.  

 
Car Charger/Clean Energy Community: 

—Tim brought the others up to date on the charger and when 

the Town might be designated a Clean Energy Community. 

The charger data has been received by NYSERDA. We should 

hear back in several weeks. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 


