
 

Town of Shelter Island Green Options Advisory 
Committee 

Minutes of the June 21, 2018 Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Tim Purtell, Don D’Amato, Herb 

Stelljes + Albert Dickson, Bob DeStefano 

Absent:  Angela Van Rynbach 

 

 
Green Expo: 

—Herb suggested we contact SUNation.  

—Don discussed a campaign started by the Eastern Long 

Island branch of the Surfrider  Foundation to ban plastic 

straws. The campaign is called Strawless Summer. Don has 

connected Tim with a contact for the organization to see 

they’d like to exhibit at the Expo. Don also explained that they 

enlist and train citizens to test water for coliform. The 

samples are collected then sent to a lab. 

—The committee also discussed composting cones. Jay would 

like to have some at the Expo for sale as well as part of a 

potential raffle. There’s the possibility that at some point we’ll 

have to start separating wet garbage. Jay sees the cones as a 

way of raising awareness about the issue. There were 

questions about whether people would be willing to purchase a 

unit that doesn’t produce usable compost. Questions were also 

raised about lifetime of the units as well as odor from 

composting material. Tim said he’d reach out to the 

manufacturer. 

—The committee also discussed having a large banner like the 

one used to advertise the Craft Fair. The group also proposed 

having a banner in front of the Legion Hall + ground signs on 



the day of the event. We’ll use grounds to promote the Expo, 

like we did last year. 

—The committee suggested we double check that we’re on the 

Peconic Land Trust calendar of events. We’re already on the 

Peconic Land Trust calendar. 

—Albert suggested we contact the Cornell Spat Program to 

see if they’d like to attend the Expo. 

—EVs at the Expo: Herb suggested we contact Buzz Chew to 

see if we can get a Chevy Volt. 

—Albert asked if a resolution had been passed segregating the 

Green Committee’s $5,000 grant money into a specific 

category. Albert said he would follow up. 

 

 
Solarize Campaign + Solar: 

—Bob suggested that we have the campaign at the Expo. Tim 

will follow up. 

—Herb brought up Southold’s proposal to bring solar to their 

animal shelter. Don said he’d be interested in seeing their 

financial data for the project. Herb mentioned a Ted Koppell 

book about the vulnerability of our energy system. Bob talked 

about batteries as a key component of energy independence. 

There was a discussion about solar for the Town buildings and 

the need for data that would show potential financial savings.  

—Herb handed out two proposals for solar for the Center 

firehouse from SUNation and Harvest Power Solar. The 

proposals were submitted several years ago. 
 

 

 
 


