
 

Town of Shelter Island Green Options Advisory 
Committee 

Minutes of the February 21, 2019 Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Tim Purtell, Don D’Amato, Sara 

Gordon, Penny Kerr, Herb Stelljes  + Town liaison Albert 

Dickson + John Kerr, Scott Sivco 

 
Proposed presentation by Gordian Raacke and Linda 
James: 

—Herb suggested it should take place on Earth Day, Tuesday, 

April 23rd. There was a discussion about whether the students 

would be able to attend or not. Tim will follow up. 

 
Proposed presentation by Alison Branco: 

—Tim mentioned that he had contacted Alison, who’s 

currently Coastal Director for The Nature Conservancy, about 

giving a presentation about coastal preparedness to the TB on 

a Tuesday. There was a discussion about how climate change 

will affect the East End and what other towns are doing.  

 
Community Choice Aggregation: 

—Tim mentioned that Southampton’s Lynn Arthur had 

reached out to the TB about giving a presentation.  

 
Solar at the landfill: 

—Sara asked to be sent the initial landfill solar plan + contact 

info for the engineers who were involved. Tim mentioned that 

he had reached out to AES Distributed Energy, the company 

that built East Hampton’s solar site.  

—John Kerr talked about how the Presbyterian Church 

funded their solar project via a combination of grants and low-



rate loans available to churches. The advantage of their 

strategy: after the loan is paid off, the church owns the unit. 

John emphasized that one has to take the long view that 

eventually a solar project pays for itself.  

 
Green Committee/SI School: 

—Tim talked about his meeting with SI teachers Dan Sullivan 

and Brittney Bothwell.  Both teachers are interested in having 

their students get involved with the committee. The 

committee talked about student projects, such as outreach.  

 
Recycling: 

—Tim talked about reaching out to Jay Card and Jim 

Bunchuck, who oversees Southold’s recycling center, to learn 

more about recycling.  

—Tim talked about Ecomaine, a recycling plant in Portland, 

Maine, that recycles more recycables than plants on the East 

End  + they burn what can’t be recycled to create energy. John 

Kerr wanted to know how Ecomaine funded their plant. (The 

plant cost around $20 mil in 1990. Today it would cost around 

$200 mil.)  John suggested that it would be helpful if people 

knew the cost of disposing of their garbage.  

—Albert asked if SI should consider piggybacking onto 

Southampton and East Hampton’s Styrofoam ban. There was 

a discussion about surveying the SI stores that would be 

affected. Penny suggested we get the students involved.  

—Sara talked about Vermont Compost in a discussion about 

composting at Sylvester Manor that could potentially take 

homeowner + restaurant food waste.  

—Scott Sivco mentioned that SI Environmental will take 

recyclables if homeowners provide a separate container. Tim 

said he’d follow up. 



—Don mentioned that the Lions Club will be sponsoring an 

Island cleanup.  
 


