
 

Town of Shelter Island Green Options Advisory 
Committee 

Minutes of the July 25, 2019 Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Tim Purtell, Don D’Amato, Penny 

Kerr, Sara Gordon + Brian Sherman, Albert Dickson, Bob 

DeStefano Absent: Herb Stelljes  

 

 
Composting: 

—Sara gave a report about a composting roundtable held in 

Orient that focused mostly on farms and soil fertility. Sara 

went on behalf of Sylvester Manor; talked about Stone Barns 

Center and their composting program and how their permit 

allows them to operate outside of DEC oversight and they can 

take outside organic waste.  Also talked about Re-Cultivate 

NY, an organization that set up Center Barn’s composting 

operation; Re-Cultivate NY will be visiting Sylvester Manor 

on August 15th. 

—Brian talked about SIRC and its permit. Sara talked about a 

potential composting collaboration between SM and SIRC.  

 
Solar RFP: 

—Bob said the Green Committee should present a proposal to 

the Town Board. The proposal should cover scope, intent, and 

cost. We need to do background work before RFP. Also 

suggested we used NYSERDA and non-profit advice to help 

figure out steps. Tim said he would reach out to NYSERDA 

and see if someone could meet with us. 

—Brian talked about previous landfill solar engineering 

report + basic plans; Bob thought we should check if 



engineering report needs to be updated; suggested talking to 

John Cronin. 

—Sara wants to know where Riverhead stands with its RFP; 

Albert said he would contact their Town deputy lawyer. 

—Don suggested we could put out an RFI though there were 

downsides to this approach. Bob wanted to know what 

Riverhead did before doing their RFP. 

—Penny brought up battery storage; Sara and Brian talked 

about battery storage at the SIRC; Bob talked about the 

possibility of having battery capacity that could serve 

municipal buildings in the event of a power outage.  

 
Recycling: 

—Tim asked Brian about recycling #1 and #2 plastic. Brian 

explained that the #2 bailer is currently not functioning but it 

will be back up soon. The goal will be to have a second bailer 

for #1. Eventually, there will be a plan to have the public 

separate #1 and #2 plastic.  

—Sara talked about waste reduction; Presbyterian Church 

now uses bamboo utensils. Mentioned the possibility of having 

group purchasing so the Islands stores can share the cost of 

buying recyclable containers etc. Penny talked about how she 

has been assembling information guides for the public; Brian 

mentioned that he has been approached by the Reporter to 

write a series of articles; Tim said our committee could help; 

Penny gave Brian what she’s written so far. 

 
Climate Smart Community Pledge: 

—Albert thought it would be a good idea if the Town took the 

pledge. It would help the Town focus on green technology (EVs 

were given as one example). Tim will follow up.  

 
Green Expo 



—Tim talked about Reporter ad; available tables; coordinating 

setup on Friday and Saturday. 

 

 

 

 
 


