
Deer & Tick Committee 

July 12th 2018 

Minutes 

 

Members: Chairman Dr. Bevilaqcua, Chuck Tiernan, Craig Wood, Marc Wein, Dr. Scott 

Campbell, and Hank Amann  

Members not present: Jeremy Samuelson 

Non-Members: Bob DeStefano, Jim Colligan, Albert Dickson, Beau Payne  

 

 

 

 Dr. Bevilacqua started the monthly meeting at 17:03 by requesting a motion to 

accept the minutes of the June meeting. A vote was cast and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. Dr. Bevilacqua also thanked Mark, Scott & Beau for the 

performance on the Summer Education Forum. Mr. Colligan also thanked those on 

the committee for their efforts, he also stated that on behalf of the Town Board as 

well as the public, he feels they did a great job. He feels the people who attended 

learned a lot and was thankful for the opportunity to film the presentation. Mr. 

Payne noted that a link has been put up on the Town’s website as well as multiple 

DVD’s have been made of the presentation for those who are interested. Mr. Wein 

noted last year the committee conducted an extensive survey which provided a lot 

of valuable information, now we had this meeting which provided a lot of scientific 

programs on what should and shouldn’t be done. What effect do you think the 

survey and the information given at the meeting will have on the direction the 

Town Board takes on the deer and tick problems on Shelter Island? Mr. Colligan 

thinks the Town Board looks to the committee as it does many of the other 

committees, they have earned the respect of the Town Board and he believes the 

Board members are all ears. Mr. Colligan feels that the next meeting in August 

should be devoted to answering that question. This meeting falls right before 

budget discussions begins, perfect time to ask “where do we go from here?”   Mr. 

Wein stated that we need to choose a path to take now that we know both what 

the public and experts think. Councilman Dickson thinks the committee has gone 

about this in a very systematic fashion. Slowly, looked at things, evaluated and 

gathered data. He believes the committee is right on point where they can start to 

decide on recommendations on what they believe is the next step. Dr. Bevilacqua 



agreed, that is probably the direction they will heads towards. He also mentioned 

the night before, on PBS, they were doing a piece on “measuring methane” and 

the relationship to global warming. He stated the take away message for him was 

you can’t manage what you don’t measure. He feels the Committee is trying to do 

the same thing. Mr. Colligan asked that everyone in the committee think about the 

direction they want to pursue and the efforts entailed to pursue it prior to the next 

meeting in August.  Mr. Payne stated not to forget the words of our previous 

leader “any idea no matter how abstract, you should bring to the table”. If you 

think about it, feeding deer & applying tickicide to them was “insane”. Yet, 10 

years later, here we are, doing exactly that.  Mr. Wood brought up a point that will 

keep coming up, which is burning. We have the Supervisor who is very much in 

favor of it as well as a lot of people, although, many people have raised the point 

of the work entailed in burning. Burning is not only a lot of work but is also timely 

and costly. Mr. Wood wants to be prepared to discuss the idea with the board. Mr. 

Payne suggested getting a sub-committee together to look over all of the logistics 

to burning. Mr. Wein asked, scientifically for tick management, could you tell us 

who is using burning as an approach to managing ticks? And how successful have 

they been? Dr. Campbell noted that he is not aware of anyone currently using the 

burning method, probably due to the liability. “Risk vs. Reward” and the risk does 

outweigh the reward. Bob DeStefano brought up that he feels the public isn’t 

asking “why aren’t you burning?” but in fact asking “why won’t you let me burn?” 

this should also be discussed in depth. Mr. Amman inquired about contacting the 

Carter Foundation in Georgia. They have worked on parasitic problems. One of the 

interesting ones was published in the NY Times Science section, the Guiney Worm. 

It’s a problem in North Africa, people find that they get a sore on their skin and 

then shortly after a worm appears. The Carter foundation got the science and 

money to conquer the Guiney worm and to prevent people from getting this but 

the Guiney worm has unfortunately moved on to animals and is resuming its way 

back to humans. Mr. Amann feels we are facing the same problems with ticks.  Dr. 

Bevilacqua requested to add “burning” to the next agenda and Dr. Campbell 

suggested asking Brian Gallagher, the Forest Ranger whom resides on Shelter 

Island, present.  Dr. Bevilacqua mentioned the Doxycycline numbers, in 2017 there 

were 327 scripts written, and 411 the year before, 454 in 2015 and 440 in ’14. He 

believes not only are the 4 posters helping reduce the numbers but education and 

awareness as well. Mr. Amann asked about the number of units deployed at the 

time of each report, 31? Which yes, 31 units were deployed.  

 The next item to be discussed, 4-Posters. Mr. Payne stated we no longer have 31 

units deployed, we now have 30. This is due to extreme lack of use on a unit on 

Little Ram. The unit was deployed at the end of April, with a camera set up, the 

footage showed several periods of absolutely no use. If anything changes, Mr. 

Payne is in contact with the property owner and can easily re-deploy the unit. The 



Town also have a browse plot on Big Ram and while inspecting it with Tom 

Rawinkski, the Forest Services, he noted the improving health of the conditions. 

Mr. Payne then went on to go over the recent tick drags. Tracked the average 

number of Lone Star Tick Nymphs that are found, just on the Island, just in 

Mashomack, then combined. Overall, there was a decrease in number of ticks 

sampled. Mr. Amann read from “Entomology Today” that this is the perfect 

environment for ticks. As Mr. Scheibel did for the past two years, Mr. Payne went 

to Mashomack point, roughly a mile and a half from the nearest 4-poster, sampled 

out there and was thoroughly horrified by the end of the day. There was a 

significantly higher number of nymphs found this year vs last year. That particular 

area continues to host a greater number of ticks as oppose to the rest of the areas 

sampled. Mr. Payne, on the same day with the same tools went over to East 

Hampton to perform the same test. He was able to come up with 69 nymphs out 

of one site. Mr. Payne also stated that the Town is currently working with East 

Hampton and Southold with collecting Browse data as well as other general tick 

information.  

 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 18:22 

The next Deer & Tick Committee meeting will be held in the Town Board room at Town 

Hall on August 1st at 10:00 am 

 


