
MINUTES OF MS4 COMMITTEE MEETING 

June 13, 2016 

 

Present: Jay Card, Laury Dowd, Reed Karen, Billy Banks, John Colby 

  

The DEC is in the process of updating the New York State Standards and 

Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control (Blue Book). It can be 

viewed at http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/41392.html. The committee did a 

detailed review of the specifications for the standard silt fence, reinforced 

silt fence, super silt fence, hay bales, compost filter socks, sediment basin, 

and buffer filter strips. These techniques are available for public works 

projects, but also could be valuable in erosion control for wetland permit 

projects. 

 

The Committee reviewed the measures the building department is placing on 

construction projects to prevent erosion. These are not limited to wetland 

projects but would impact any construction project that is draining into the 

road or nearby storm drains. These include requirements like seeding the 

temporary dirt mounds to prevent them from creating dirty runoff or 

generating dust throughout the neighborhood, limiting clearing of 

vegetation, creating temporary construction driveways to prevent damage to 

the road as well as erosion control devices as discussed above.  

 

The committee discussed the draft transient boating brochure. It includes 

information about the Peconic Estuary and measures boaters can take to 

ensure it is kept clean. This brochure would be distributed to boaters through 

marinas, the bay constable and the taxi. It will address the MMI education 

requirement of the MS4 permit.  

 

Laury said that the PEPC is overseeing a QAPP RFP pursuant to a grant 

which would fund development of a water testing standard that would match 

DEC protocols, so that water quality test results would be accepted by the 

DEC. With this protocol, towns and other agencies can perform their own 

water testing and present the results to the DEC to open water bodies and 

change any misclassifications of waterbody health.  It is estimated that 

development will take 2 years. 

 

The committee discussed some of the actions being taken by the Peconic 

Estuary Protection Committee. This includes monitoring the development of 

the LI Nitrogen Plan and the new standards for nitrogen-treating septic 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/41392.html


systems. With limited staff, the Town of Shelter Island and Village of 

Dering Harbor rely on the committee to track these projects which will have 

a significant impact on the town. In addition, membership on the PEPC 

provided the town with access to Good Housekeeping training videos and 

materials to ensure that town staff is better trained on MS4 issues. 

 

New building inspector Reed Karen will be planning to get training in 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP). The building department 

monitors SWPPP compliance for those projects which have been required to 

obtain such a plan (i.e. projects which involve clearing an acre or more).  

 

The meeting dates in 2016 are: 

1/11, 2/8, 3/14, 4/11, 5/9, 6/13, 7/11, 8/8, 9/12, 10/17, 11/14, 12/12 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:40pm. 

The next meeting will be on July 11, 2016. 


