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SUFFOLK COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH SERVICES 

NOTICE 
THIS WATER IS NOT FOR POTABLE USE! 

 

It has been determined that the drinking water in the Medical 

Center Building and Senior Center exceeds the maximum allowable 

concentration for MTBE. 
 

NYSDOH certified bottled water should be used for all consumptive purposes. 

 

MTBE, or methyl tertiary butyl ether, is a colorless, manufactured liquid with a distinctive odor that 

most people find disagreeable. It was historically added to gasoline to increase oxygen and boost 

octane. MTBE can contaminate groundwater after a gasoline spill or from a leaking gasoline storage 

tank. When gasoline with MTBE enters groundwater, the MTBE spreads faster than other gasoline 

components and is often the first chemical that is detected. For this reason, MTBE is a reliable and 

early indicator of gasoline contamination in groundwater. 

 

Data on the human health effects of MTBE are available from studies of people whose gallbladders 

were injected with MTBE to dissolve gallstones, and from studies of people exposed to MTBE while 

working at gas stations or driving cars fueled with gas containing MTBE. Information on side effects 

from treatment of gallstones and from studies of laboratory animals indicates that MTBE is not highly 

toxic following short-term exposure. Some persons who breathed MTBE from gasoline exposure have 

complained of headaches, nausea, dizziness, irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, and of feeling 

spacey or confusion. Studies with laboratory animals show that exposure to very high levels of MTBE 

affected the central nervous system, gastrointestinal tract, kidney, liver, and blood. Studies on pregnant 

rats and mice show that exposure to very high levels of MTBE altered the normal development of fetal 

and young rodents, but only at exposure levels that harmed the adult animals. Chemicals that cause 

adverse health effects in animals after high levels of exposure may pose a risk to humans exposed to 

lower levels over long periods of time. Studies in laboratory animals that breathed or ingested high 

levels of MTBE over their lifetimes showed a slight increase in tumors. Whether exposure to MTBE 

causes tumors in humans is unknown.
 


