
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

January 9, 2018 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Keith Clark, 

Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox and Liaison Amber Brach-Williams. 

Member Excused:  Barbara “Buzz” Clark 

Guests:  Commissioner of Public Works Jay Card, Taylor’s Island Foundation 

Member Harriet Reilly and Jason Shields 

Meeting called to order:  9:04 AM 

 

A candle was lit and a minute of silence observed for retired Town Highway 

Department Foreman Barry Ryder, who died the day before. 

 

A motion to approve the December 12, 2017 minutes with additions and 

corrections was made by Co-Chair Richie Surozenski and seconded by Kathy 

Gooding.  The minutes were approved as corrected. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Jason Shields:  Jason arrived with a sample window shutter. The shutter was met 

with approval, and it was agreed that Jason would go forward with building and 

installing the shutters. He is recycling panels from the Cabin interior.  Permanent 

attachments, threaded inserts, brass or stainless steel, weather stripping where 

shutter touches window were discussed.  Jason also submitted a list of his planned 

future work. 

Ship’s wheel chandelier:  There was a discussion of possibly using a small battery 

to light the chandelier, thereby avoiding use of the generator. Richie felt the wheel 

should be left as it is. There was no further discussion. 

Generator/Bunk house:  Keith left a message with Engineer John Cronin, but has 

not heard back from him.  He will call again. 

Wetlands Restoration Plan: Neither Jay nor Amber has received an update. 
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Road:  Amber has not been in contact with John Riordan. 

 

Financial Business: 

December 31, 2017 Bank Statements:  

Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA Account 

balance is $43,611.24 which includes interest of $5.54. 

The Bridgehampton National Bank Premier MMA Public Fund Account balance is 

$12,226.98 which includes interest of $0.29. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle: 

There was no update on using the reimbursed $54,000 for the Hurricane Sandy 

Damage Grant administered by NYSOPRHP; Amber will follow through with 

Town Accountant Tom Major. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP:  Jay 

reported Costello Marine is staging equipment and supplies on Taylor’s Island for 

the bulkhead project. 

2017 Budget Funds: 

There are still some funds left in the 2017 budget and Pat will encumber them 

under Cabin Repairs. 

  

New Business: 

Shelter Island Reporter : 

Pat noted the January 4, 2018 front page story of Councilwoman Chris Lewis with 

a mention of her early support of the Taylor’s Island restoration plan. 

Road: 

Carol asked for further discussion of the situation. She put forward two 

suggestions. The first was that the Committee should take advantage of the new 

Town appointees and ask for a definitive official statement from the Town 

Attorney on the actual legal status of the road. She felt it was important for 

someone employed by the Town to go on the record and that their statement should 

be current. There was agreement and Amber will forward the request to the new 

Town Attorney Bob DeStefano, Jr. 

The second proposal was that new signage should be in place notifying the public 

that TI was a Town Park. She added that the Committee would do well to gather 

information on how other local Town Parks regulate their premises, if they do. She 

believed that some restrictions, i.e. hours of operation, should be in place. There 

was unanimous disagreement. The proposal was not accepted. 

Scrapbook: 

Members accepted Kathy’s offer to update the Smith-Taylor Cabin scrapbook.  

She will look to Pat Lenox for input. 
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Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook: 

For the month of December there were 56 visits and 150 page views. To date, 

Taylor’s Island has 751 likes on facebook. 

Correspondence: 

Pat read a holiday greeting card from Helen Pellegrin, Mr. Taylor’s niece, 

appreciating our hosting overnight guests at the Cabin. 

National Herald: 

Pat mentioned an article on Taylor’s Island appeared in the January edition of the 

National Herald. 

 

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, February 13, 2018, provided 

we have a quorum. 

  

Meeting Adjourned:  10:24 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan 

 


