
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Carol Galligan, 

Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox, and Town Board Liaison Amber Brach-Williams 

Excused: Barbara “Buzz” Clark and Keith Clark 

Guests: Lori Beard Raymond, Town of Shelter Island Building Permits Examiner 

Meeting called to order:  9:01 AM 

 

The motion was made to approve the April 11, 2017 minutes, as corrected, by Co-Chair 

Richie Surozenski and seconded by Steve Lenox; the minutes were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Porch railings: Jason found a source for cedar and has been putting the railings around 

the north and west sides of the porch.  Pat passed around a photo of the top railing with 

two diagonal pieces screwed to the cedar posts, not the deck.  Jason prefers to keep the 

deck free of holes.  Members discussed a vertical piece extending from the top railing to 

the deck that would be fitted, not screwed, in place. 

Exterior doors:  Jason installed the new tower door and the repaired east bedroom 

door. 

Cabin plaque: The plaque is out at the Cabin for members to audition in various places 

for mounting.  Pat suggested the original cabin’s front door, north side, a simpler install 

than in the half logs.  Bob Bayley, Francis Marion Smith’s grandson, contacted his 

extended family about the proposed dedication of the plaque and wrote that they “very 

much like the idea of participating in some kind of simple program to celebrate the 

arrival of the wonderful new plaque”.  The best day for the Smith Family descendants is 

Sunday, July 30
th

. 

Ship’s wheel: Richie spoke with the Town Clerk’s Office and purchased an additional 

five lights. 

Kitchen counter:  A counter from the sink to the south wall was discussed. 

Crawl space hatch: Pat spoke with Jason about replacing this hatch with one that is 

pest proof, able to be locked and ventilated. 

Island Projects: 

Generator/Bunk house: Lori Beard Raymond brought us up-to-date on her 

correspondence with FEMA and the NYSDEC.  She and Pat will go out to the Island so 

Lori can take pictures to share with both agencies. 

Cement covers:  Richie will follow-up with Jay about removing, repairing, and/or 

replacing these covers. 

North cabin windows:  Kathy said the caulking is falling off windows on the west bay. 
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Seasonal Tasks: 

Well pump: The pump is back.  Pat suggested making a door on the west side of the 

sturdily made housing for access to the spigot. She’ll mention it to Jay. 

Floating docks: Both floating docks and the ramp are back at the Island. 

Taylor’s Whaler:  The boat is still in its winter storage place. 

Landscape:  Pat and Tim Purtell transplanted two cedar trees and one saltbush on the 

Island.  Tim noticed mugwort and said it should be removed and offered to help.  Carol 

will coordinate with Tim and gather a team to remove the mugwort. 

  

Equipment: 

Truck: There’s a new parking place for the truck in the small parking lot by the 

Highway office entrance. 

 

New Business: 

Wetlands Restoration Plan: Amber said this proposed plan is in process. 

Cabin Clean-up Day: Kathy and Pat went out and cleaned and straightened the Cabin 

on Wednesday, May 3
rd

.  There’s evidence of mice, second year after many years of no 

mice.  Richie will address the issue.  

 

Financial Business: 

April 28, 2017 Bank Statements:  
Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA account balance 

is $39,988.01, which includes interest of $3.27. 

The Bridgehampton National Bank Premier MMA Public Fund account balance is 

$12,224.53 which includes interest of $0.28. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle: 

Pat brought a pine fish, patterned from the Cabin’s tower and balcony balusters, and 

proposed inlaying the front of the Smith-Taylor Cabin brochure on it, along with 

writing Thank you Senator LaValle to express our appreciation. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP: 

In process. 

 

Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook: For the month of April there were 214 visits and 

692 page views. To date, Taylor’s Island has 737 likes on facebook. 

Women’s Community Club Presentation: Pat was invited to present on Taylor’s 

Island.  On May 2
nd

 she shared historic and current images of the Smith-Taylor Cabin 

along with how she got involved with this preservation project. 

Overnight guests: Two couples spent Saturday night, May 6
th
, at the Cabin and a few 

more overnights are scheduled. 

Ceremony with the Smith Family descendants and the Cabin plaque: We have a 

date of Sunday, July 30
th

, as mentioned previously in the minutes. 
  

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, June 13, 2017. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:18 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

P.A.T. Hunt 


