
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

August 14, 2018 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Keith Clark, 

Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding and Steve Lenox 

Members Excused:  Liaison Amber Brach-Williams 

Guests:  Taylor’s Island Foundation Members Julie Ben-Susan, Jim Polychron and 

Harriet Reilly, Town Attorney Bob DeStefano 

Meeting called to order:  9:09 AM 

 

A motion to approve the July 10, 2018 minutes was made by Co-Chair Richie 

Surozenski and seconded by Steve Lenox.  The minutes were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Pat will phone Jason about returning to work on the Cabin. 

Ship’s Wheel Chandelier: 

The wiring is complete; the chandelier can be lit with the generator running. 

Gutters: 

Pat and Rich Duda have phoned and left messages for one another. 

Repointing the mantels and acid wash on fireplace stones: 

No update. 

Alarm System: 

Pat phoned and spoke with Paul Romanelli of Suffolk Security on Friday, July 20 

and to his office staff on Monday, August 13, asking for the estimate Paul said 

he’d write up for the Cabin after his visit there in the spring. 

 

Landscape/Grounds: 

Generator/Bunk house: 

Keith will check with John Cronin and the Building Department about the status of 

the project.  
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Wetlands Restoration Plan (North Ferry and Costello Marine): 

No update. 

 

Financial Business: 

July 31, 2018 Bank Statements: 

Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA Account 

balance is $43,706.35 which includes interest of $12.98. 

The BNB Bank Premier MMA Public Fund Account balance is $12,229.12 which 

includes interest of $0.32. 

AT&T Dividend Check: 

We will follow-up with Amber next month about this last check she mentioned she 

was depositing and copying for our records. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle: 

This reimbursed $54,000 grant is in process with Liaison Amber and the Town’s 

Accountant Tom Major. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP: 

Costello Marine finished the bulkhead work and removed their equipment.  The 

second phase, repair of the cement seawall and front cement stairs, was advertised 

and Sam Piro won the bid. 

 

New Business: 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU): 

Pat handed out copies of the 2001 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

between The Nature Conservancy and the Town along with a related draft of a 

proposed resolution to be considered and completed by Committee members (both 

attached). 

Town Attorney Bob DeStefano spoke about creating a new Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) between The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the Town.  

Bob made the following points:  The Nature Conservancy owns the road to 

Taylor’s Island; the property owners have a right of way on the private road; TNC, 

not individual property owners, can address the use of the road; TNC will inform 

members of the Mashomack-Coecles Harbor Association not to interfere with 

people’s use of the road and also alert them that the Shelter Island Police may be 

called in the future, if the interference persists.  Bob assured those present that the 

final draft of the new MOU will be presented to the TIP&M Committee and to the 

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to ensure public access, 

before going to the Town Board. 

Committee Appointment: 

Pat will check with the Town Clerk’s Office about advertising for the open seat on 

the Committee. 
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Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook: 

For the month of July there were 350 visits and 1325 page views. Facebook did not 

display the number of likes in their new formatted page, however, pictures of the 

Kettle Clambake were posted. 

Shelter Island Public Library: 

On Monday, August 6, this yearly by land visit, which includes a docent tour and 

picnic lunch, filled the Town bus with an overflow of two guests and coordinator 

Jocelyn Ozolins.  All appreciated getting acquainted with this Town treasure.  

August 11, 2018 Kettle Clambake: 

Due to adverse weather conditions the Kettle Clambake was held at the SIFD 

Station #2, a former potato barn on Cobbetts Lane.  The number of lobsters was 

just enough for our guests, not enough for all our volunteers.  One guest reportedly 

went through the buffet line for a second lobster.  Next year the number of lobsters, 

rather than the total weight of the lobsters, must exceed the number of guests, to be 

held at 110, so all volunteers receive a full meal.  

Silver Circle: 

The Senior Coordinator, Laurie Fanelli, contacted Pat regarding a visit which is set 

for Wednesday, September 5, with a rain date of Wednesday, September 19. 

Overnight Guests: 

Guests are scheduled to spend a night at the Cabin on August 19, 29 and possibly 

30, September 3 and 8. 

Keys: 

Pat got locks for the hatch below the kitchen and for the cellar doors, all keyed 

alike.  There’s an additional lock for a closet inside, if we choose. 

Volunteer Party: 

Richie suggested and offered to organize a Foundation funded get together for our 

volunteers on Taylor’s Island sometime this fall.  

 

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, September 11, 2018. 

  

Meeting Adjourned:  10:35 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan 


