
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

September 12, 2017 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Keith Clark, 

Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox, and Liaison Amber Brach-Williams. 

Excused:  Barbara “Buzz” Clark 

Guests:  Commissioner of Public Works Jay Card, Taylor’s Island Foundation 

Board Member Harriet Reilly O’Halloran 

Meeting called to order:  9:02 AM 

 

The motion was made to approve the August 8, 2017 minutes by Co-Chair Richie 

Surozenski and seconded by Steve Lenox; the minutes were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Fireplace repointing:  Matt Labrozzi has not yet made contact. 

Interior doors:  Jason will remove the two doors in the east bedroom to strip and 

stain them in his shop. 

Porch railings:  We’ll ask Jason to construct a railing in the center section of the 

porch on the east side of the Cabin and evaluate, once the landscaping plan is 

known, whether to leave the other two areas open. 

Ship’s wheel chandelier:  The wheel is ready to be mounted which will probably 

take place this coming week. 

Kitchen counters and cabinets:  Jason installed the maple butcher block counter 

and will apply a finish which states “for food prep” and has been used successfully 

at the Mashomack Manor House. 

Maintenance:  Jason said we might consider shutters for some select windows, for 

winter months only, and gutters.  Keith suggested copper gutters for the east side, 

although he felt they would be advisable everywhere but on the porch.  Andre 

Tchelistcheff’s original drawings for the restoration of the Cabin included copper 
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gutters. Both shutters and gutters will keep the weather off the windows which 

were repainted this year. Committee members will discuss with Jason. 

Tower hatch:  Each Committee member received Project Architect Eric 

Hildebrandt’s two drawings of the proposed mechanical assist on the tower hatch. 

The preferred design is still being discussed. Jason and some members are in favor 

of the simpler one. No final decision was reached. 

Pest control:  Pat noted no evidence of mice. 

Ice box:  Coolers are working satisfactorily. We’ll ask Jason to construct a rack, 

made of duck boards, on the porch deck for coolers to rest on. 

Weathervane:  Jason put the fish back on top of the tower’s weathervane. 

Hatch below kitchen: The louvered hatch is finished and stained, no locks to be 

used at present. 

Equipment: 

Well pump housing:  A side access door would be helpful for easier access.  

Floating docks:  The docks will remain in place until late November, removed 

when the aids to navigation are pulled. 

Taylor’s Whaler:  Pat reports the engine is starting every time. 

Enclosed trailer registration:  No update. 

Truck:  Pat noted the engine light comes on but goes off. This is considered not to 

be a problem. 

Mooring at Captain Bob’s Landing:  Pat and Keith told Andy Clark it needs to 

be removed.  Keith and Andy will take care of removing it. 

Landscape/Grounds: 

Generator/Bunk House:  This project is on hold since John Cronin resigned as 

Town Engineer. Matt Sherman may pick up where John left off.  Keith and Richie 

will follow-up. 

Landscape Plan and Invasives:  Additional discussion on removal of mugwort, to 

be dealt with in the spring. 

Wetlands Restoration Plan: No update available. 

Cement cover:  Jay’s crew will do an exploratory this week. Keith suggested 

bringing out replacement covers at the same time. 

Reel Point:  The Town’s Plan will be available soon. 

 

New Business:  Richie will ask Jason to remove the red paint from the north side 

of the east bedroom and apply stain so that all sides of the Cabin will match. 

 

Financial Business: 

August 31, 2017 Bank Statements:  Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public 

Funds Commercial MMDA account balance is $40,294.62, which includes a 

deposit of $288.12 and interest of $5.11. 
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The Bridgehampton National Bank Premier MMA Public Fund account balance is 

$12,225.78 which includes interest of $0.31. 

Residual Shares:  Amber reported Kathy Sullivan and Laury Dowd are involved 

in resolving the residual shares issue of checks being sent to former Town Attorney 

Helen Rosenblum’s office which she brings to Town Hall. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle:  On Monday, August 14 Pat 

presented Senator LaValle with Shelter Island’s thank you gift, a pine copy of the 

Cabin’s fish baluster which includes a Smith-Taylor Cabin brochure routed into it. 

Amber said she’ll follow-up with the Town Accountant Tom Major regarding our 

Committee using the reimbursed $54,000 grant money for helping finance the 

Sandy Damage Grant.  Pat told Amber Debbie Speeches submitted the paperwork 

to DASNY substantiating the Cabin repairs came from our Committee budget.  

2018 Committee Budget Meeting:  Carol and Pat met with Supervisor Dougherty 

on Tuesday, August 29 to go over the proposed 2018 Committee budget which is 

$25,500, same as last year, no increase. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP:  Jay 

gave an update on the two phases of bids requested, one for the bulkhead, one for 

the cement seawall and north stairs, bids received that were incomplete and 

complete, as well as a possible plan to rebid. 

 

Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook:  For the month of August there were 456 visits 

and 1,480 page views. To date, Taylor’s Island has 748 likes on facebook. Chris 

Stone will be the new facebook administrator. 

Overnight guests:  Overnight guests are scheduled for September 23, 28 and 30. 

Foundation meeting:  Board members met on Friday, September 8 and decided 

overnight guests will not be scheduled over holiday weekends; the cabin will be 

available for docent tours at those times. 

Shelter Island Public Library Tour:  This yearly by land visit happened on 

Thursday, August 19. The Town bus was filled to capacity with six people on a 

waiting list.  At the last minute a family of four cancelled.  Pat explored ways of 

accommodating people on the waiting list. 

Mashomack-Coecles Harbor Association (M-CHA):  On Friday, September 1 

Foundation members Julie Ben-Susan, Jim Polychron, Harriet Reilly O’Halloran 

and Pat met with M-CHA Road Committee members Rich Levine and Joe Tyree at 

the Smith-Taylor Cabin.  This meeting was a follow-up to the M-CHA annual 

meeting held May 20 which Harriet and Pat attended, as well as a July 3, 2017 

email from Joe Tyree, copying two additional Road Committee members 

Alessandro Coco and John Riordan.  Pat shared the agenda she prepared for the 

meeting.  She and Harriet retold common interest conversations.  As long term 
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leaseholders for this Town-owned property and the Smith-Taylor Cabin being a 

Foxen Creek Road neighbor, the Foundation expressed an interest in becoming a 

member of M-CHA.  M-CHA members asked the Taylor’s Island website to 

include access by kayak or shallow draft boat, as appears on the printed brochure.   

Smith Family descendants with the NYS and National Registers of Historic 

Places plaque:  Pat passed around the photo of the July 30 plaque dedication that 

appeared on page 28 of the August 10, 2017 Shelter Island Reporter. 

Kettle Clambake:  This yearly event netted about $13,000, up from previous 

years (about $10,000). The gain is due to people unable to attend making a 

donation, increased raffle ticket sales and expenses having a minimal increase.  

The weather, a sort of mist-filled air, but without rain, was unusual and beautiful in 

its own way. The day was a great success. 

Baldwin Yacht Club (BYC):  At their request, on Saturday, August 29 Jim 

Polychron met members of the BYC who were staying at the Coecles Harbor 

Marina and attending the SIFD Chicken Barbecue later that day, to give them a 

docent tour of the Cabin. 

Plein Air Workshop:  Linda Puls had seven people sign up for this workshop held 

September 9 and 10, 9 AM to 2 PM. The weather was excellent. One person 

couldn’t attend because of a family crisis and one person could only attend on 

Sunday.  Committee and Foundation members rallied to transport the artists and 

their supplies out to the Island both glorious days. 

  
The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, October 10, 2017.  A 

November meeting will not be scheduled due to scallop season. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:37 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan 


