
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

April 11, 2017 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Keith Clark, Carol 

Galligan, Kathy Gooding, and Town Board Liaison Amber Brach-Williams 

Excused: Barbara “Buzz” Clark and Steve Lenox 

Guests: Commissioner of Public Works Jay Card, Jr. 

Meeting called to order:  9:00 AM 

 

The motion was made to approve the minutes by Co-Chair Richie Surozenski and 

seconded by Keith Clark; the minutes were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Porch railings: Jay has located a source of cedar logs and Jason plans to go and take a 

look to see what will work for the railings. 

Cabin plaque: The plaque arrived and was viewed at the meeting. If mounted on the 

half logs, holes will have to be drilled from the front and other bronze screws used.  A 

ceremony commemorating the plaque was discussed, to include Francis Marion Smith 

descendants when they are on Shelter Island at the end of July. 

Ship’s wheel: Richie brought a sample brass light for Committee approval and it was 

found to be quite satisfactory. Richie will check on the payment procedure before 

ordering five more lights, one as a spare. 

Crawl space hatch: The hatch under the kitchen needs replacing.  The new one should 

be pest proof, able to be locked and ventilated. Pat will follow through with Jason. 

Island Projects: 

Cement covers: The Highway Department crew will assist in lifting the covers, 

inspecting the situation and restoring them safely. Richie will follow through. 

Generator/Bunk house: Lori Beard Raymond is waiting to hear from FEMA. 

Seasonal Tasks: 

Well pump: Jay made a note to activate the well pump. 

Floating docks: Jay said the docks will go out to the Island when the buoys are put 

back in Coecles Harbor, probably by the 29
th

 when overnight guests are expected. 

Taylor’s Whaler:  The life vests need to be protected from sun damage and several 

ways were discussed. Pat will follow through. In addition, the bottom needs to be 

painted. 

Equipment: 

Truck: Richie reported the truck is in good shape, although it needs an inspection. 
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New Business: 

Wetlands Restoration Plan: Pat gave Amber a proposed plan for wetlands restoration, 

with Taylor’s Island as the intended site, written by Jane Costello in connection with 

North Ferry’s bulkhead permit project. Sea grass would be planted on the north side of 

the Island, in the water in front of the bulkhead and along the top of the bulkhead. This 

proposal is subject to North Ferry funding the project.  Amber will present the plan to 

the Town Board. 

Cabin Clean-up Day: A time to clean up the cabin was set for Tuesday, April 25th, at 

low tide, approximately 1:30 to 2 PM.  

 

Financial Business: 

March 31, 2017 Bank Statements:  

Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds Commercial MMDA account balance 

is $39,984.74, which includes interest of $3.38. 

The Bridgehampton National Bank Premier MMA Public Fund account balance is 

$12,224.25 which includes interest of $0.31. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle: 

Pat showed Amber the SAM Grant file folder Debbie Speeches of the Highway 

Department loaned her containing the documentation of the Committee budget money 

used for the cabin restoration, beginning November 13, 2014. The Committee would 

like the reimbursed $54,000 that went into the General Fund be available to the 

Committee for the Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant spending, also to be reimbursed. 

There was further discussion of a uniquely Taylor’s Island gift for Senator LaValle’s 

wall of accomplishments. Pat will follow through. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP: 

In process. 

 

Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook: 

For the month of March there were 280 visits and 935 page views. To date, Taylor’s 

Island has 736 likes on facebook. 

Greek Independence Day/Spring Fundraiser: 

The March 25th events at Hanff’s Boatyard in Greenport were well attended, over 100 

people at the open house and the wine tasting met the limit of 20. The silent auction of 

wooden fish, patterned from the Cabin tower balusters and painted by local artists, was 

well received, as was the Greek food and tour of the Greek Orthodox Church next door.  

Pat showed the fish she was the highest bidder on and Amber wore the wampum 

arrowhead necklace she bid on. 

Ceremony with the Smith Family descendants and the Cabin plaque: 
Pat read an email from Bob Bayley, Dorothy Smith Bayley Kane’s son, which 

prompted her to suggest a ceremony with his extended family and the bronze plaque, as 

previously mentioned in the minutes. 
  

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, May 9, 2017. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:04 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan 


