
 
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 
 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

July 11, 2017 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Barbara “Buzz” 

Clark, Keith Clark, Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding, Steve Lenox and Liaison Amber 

Brach-Williams 

Guests: Commissioner of Public Works Jay Card and Taylor’s Island Foundation 

Member Harriet Reilly 

Meeting called to order:  9:01 AM 

 

The motion was made to approve the minutes by Steve Lenox, and seconded by Barbara 

“Buzz” Clark; the minutes were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Cabin Interior and Exterior: 

Fireplace repointing: Matt Labrozzi said he’ll return to do this after Labor Day. 

Cedar logs: Jason Shields and his crew have the north and west porch railings up.  

We’ll take a look at the east side and decide about placement. 

Interior Doors: The east bedroom closet and bathroom doors are on Jason’s list for 

refinishing. 

Tower Hatch:  After a lengthy discussion members settled on the existing hatch should 

be repaired.  Keith questioned introducing a weight mechanism, designed by Project 

Architect Eric Hildebrandt, to assist with lifting the hatch.  Keith will discuss with Jason 

and report back. 

Cabin plaque: Keith mounted the plaque on cedar and installed it on the Cabin at an 

alternate site to the one previously agreed upon since it didn’t fit. He chose a spot to the 

right of the west door, between the corner and the kitchen window, at head height. All 

agreed this location was a great solution. 

Ship’s Wheel Chandelier: Richie and Steve will take the wheel to Ron Wilson for the 

lights to be installed. 

Kitchen counter: There was general agreement that the counter running from the sink 

to the south wall be composed of maple butcher block, like the existing cabinet counter. 

Maintenance: The east bedroom and tower windows have been sanded and repainted.  

Jason suggested we consider shutters for some select windows and gutters to keep water 

away from the windows.  Those possibilities were discussed with no decision being 

reached. 

Accumulator: Anderson Plumbing replaced the accumulator in the basement that 

leaked because the bladder inside failed.  The Cabin needs one because of the length of 

the line running from the well to the Island.  The pressure needed is 30-50 lbs. and Rob 

set the pressure at 30. 
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Claw Foot Tub:  Rob of Anderson Plumbing hooked up the tub. 

Bathroom corner sink:  Members discussed ways to remove the stain/rust on the 

porcelain. 

Hot water heater: Jay suggested that when the current unit fails, we replace it with an 

instant hot water tank. The discussion that followed stipulated that any replacement had 

to work with the current generator. 

Pest Control: The four mouse traps, two in the Cabin and two in the basement, are 

taking care of the problem. 

Equipment: 
Well pump housing: Jay will see to making the access easier.  

Taylor’s Whaler:  Butch Labrozzi launched the boat on July 3, Pat used it July 4.  The 

VRO alarm is sounding, quieted somewhat with tape over the speaker.  Butch said to 

disconnect it the boat has to return to the shop. 

Truck:  Pat gave Richie the bill for repairs, inspection and gas. 

Enclosed trailer:  Debbie Speeches has the necessary papers to complete the DMV 

registration. 

Landscape/Grounds: 

Generator/Bunk house:  Richie and Keith will follow through and speak with Town 

Engineer John Cronin regarding the breakaway design and their original drawing of the 

building. 

Landscape Plan:  On Monday, June 19 Pat went to the Island with Susan Jones and 

Tim Purtell regarding a landscape plan.  Susan will get input from her daughter Phoebe 

and present their ideas at a future meeting.  Incorporating a path into the landscape was 

suggested. 

Invasive:  The mugwort needs to be dealt with early in its life cycle.  Volunteers are 

needed to remove it. 

Wetlands Restoration Plan:  Amber said a resolution to execute this plan is scheduled 

for the Friday, July 14, Town Board Meeting. 

Update at Reel Point:  Jay will tell us about the final report, when it’s available. 

Cement covers:  No action will be taken until after the August 12 Kettle Clambake 

when the covers will be lifted and examined.  Richie said he’d like to see a temporary 

metal plate put in place. 

 

Financial Business: 

June 30, 2017 Bank Statements:  Co-Chair Hunt reported the Chase Public Funds 

Commercial MMDA account balance is $39,996.31, which includes interest of $4.92. 

The Bridgehampton National Bank Premier MMA Public Fund account balance is 

$12,225.16 which includes interest of $0.30. 

Residual Shares:  No update. 

SAM Grant initiated by Senator Ken LaValle:  Uncertain whether the Committee’s 

$54,000 SAM Grant, reimbursed by DASNY to the Town, will be available for the 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant project. When to present our thank you gift to Senator 

LaValle is still unscheduled. 

Hurricane Sandy Damage Grant, Route II, administered by NYSOPRHP:  Jay 

reported the completed plans include two specifications, one for the bulkhead work and 

one for the cement work.  The project will happen in three stages, first the 

east/southeast bulkhead construction, then the south cement seawall and north stairs 

repair, followed by the south/southwest bulkhead construction.  The WMAC may help 

with this project by making funds available for the first stage and once reimbursed, 

make funds available for the second stage, etc. 
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New Business: 

There was no new business. 

 

Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on website and facebook:  For the month of June there were 265 visits with 

903 page views. To date, Taylor’s Island has 743 likes on facebook. 

Camp Quinipet:  Allison Vaughn spoke with Pat about the possibility of having 15-17 

year old campers spend a night at the Cabin like they did several years ago.  Pat 

explained that since we’ve extensively restored the Cabin, we no longer have groups, 

like the Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts, camp inside or outside.  The Cabin is an historic site, 

not a campsite.  Pat encouraged Allison to kayak there with her group, enjoy a picnic 

lunch and arrange a docent tour as part of their visit. 

Stonington Harbor Yacht Club:  SHYC cancelled their Saturday, June 24 rendezvous 

due to weather conditions and donated their $300 fee. 

Attorney General’s Charities Bureau Symposium, “Doing Well While Doing 

Good”:  Julie Ben-Susan and Pat attended this symposium on Wednesday, June 14 

from 8:15 AM-12:30 PM at Van Nostrand Theater in the Sagtikos Building, SCCC, 

Brentwood. 

SI Public Library Tour: This yearly by land visit is scheduled for Wednesday, July 

19.  Guests are meeting at the library at 10:30 to board a Town van.  Their visit will 

include a docent tour and a picnic lunch. 

Gull Pond Yacht Club: This Greenport group scheduled a docent tour of the Cabin on 

Saturday, July 29 at 1:30 PM.  Members are rafting up at the Town anchorage and Pat is 

transporting some members by Taylor’s Whaler from the Congdon Road Town Dock. 

Dedication of the plaque with descendants of Francis Marion Smith: On Sunday, 

July 30, late morning, members of the Smith family are planning to join Committee and 

Foundation members to dedicate and toast the newly installed bronze plaque 

commemorating the Smith-Taylor Cabin, circa 1900, being on the NYS and National 

Registers of Historic Places, 2007. 

Libby Dinkel Deely’s Art Class:  Libby spoke with Pat about having her 10:15 AM to 

12:15 PM art class of 9-13 year olds on Taylor’s Island on Friday, August 4. 

Shelter Island School: This yearly kayak trip made a quick turnaround on Friday, June 

16 due to the weather.  The new coordinator, Brian Becker, will be directly in touch 

about a docent tour next year. 

Kettle Clambake: Pat showed this year’s poster and raffle tickets created by graphic 

artist Louise O’Regan Clark.  Eighty of the 100 tickets are sold, many to first timers, 

including year round and seasonal Shelter Islanders. 

Plein Air Workshop: Artist Linda Puls is offering this workshop, for the third year, on 

Saturday and Sunday, September 9 and 10. 
  

The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, August 8, 2017. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  10:28 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Galligan 


