
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PO Box 970 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 
  

MINUTES OF MEETING 
August 20, 2018 

 

Members Present: Peter Grand, Gregory Toner, John Lopez, Ken Pysher, Tim Murphy 
Members Excused: Bill Anderson 
Town Liaison: Albert Dickson, Amber Brach-Williams 
Audience Members: Julie Lane, Howard Johansen, Mark Wein, James Eklund, Miles Gerstein 
  
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 17, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
 
June 18, 2018 minutes were approved. 
  
Monitoring Well Information 
Member Toner Reported that wells are down as anticipated, but not as low as he thought they 
would be. Member Pysher pointed out that the Menantic well is far below median level. Member 
Toner agreed that last three measurements were low in Menantic. Member Pysher stated that 
there is a lot of development in the area. Mr. Johansen stated that there are few new houses, 
but they are not occupied year round and they have cisterns for the pools. He also added that 
the Menantic Peninsula Association has meeting next Saturday. 
 
Water quality testing, USGS contract update 
Member Grand stated that WAC should make a recommendations about drilling in near shore 
area. He explained that this is a $10,000 proposal that should be discuss.  
Member Pysher stated that the $30,000 contract with USGS has been approved and that the 
committee needs to finalize the locations.  
Member Grand clarified that there are three points included in the contract - water level 
evaluation, baseline study and salt water intrusion. He added that the budget for drilling is 
$10,000 and the question is whether the town can drill its own wells cheaper as previously 
Councilman Dickson suggested. Councilman Dickson stated that his suggestions about buying 
equipment for this purpose were subsequent to this USGS contract. 
Member Pysher stated that the USGS has better technology and they can get closer to the 
shore line. 
The committee agreed that they need to schedule a meeting with Irene Fischer to gather more 
information and after that they can decide whether they recommend to Town Board to spend the 
budgeted $10,000. 
  
Meetings with WNW and SIHPOC 
Member Pysher stated that it is impressive how consistently Heights and West Neck 
communities work on water approvals and technologies. 
Member Grand stated that there is a space for collaboration among the town communities. He 
informed that SIHPOC uses 13 million gallons of water per year and that they have capacity to 
take Bridge street wastewater. He suggested that this wastewater could be pumped to the Goat 
Hill and it can be used to recharge West Neck water supply. James Eklund clarified that there 



always has been an idea to connect Bridge Street, but there also always has been a financing 
issue. He stated that there is no economic return, but West Neck, Goat Hill and bays will gain in 
the long term even if the project is costly. 
Chairman Murphy informed that Dering Harbor hired a Suffolk County Water Authority 
personnel to handle water issues. 
Committee agreed to schedule meetings with the representatives from West Neck Water, 
SIHPOC and Suffolk County Water Authority, possibly with John Hallman and Mike Higginson. 
 

Role of WAC - Ram’s Head Inn 
Chairman Murphy drafted a letter to the Town Board concerning the possible expansion of 
Ram’s Head Inn. He stated that he consulted the matter with John Cronin and Paul Gosser, 
environmental consultant hired by Ram Island Association. He asked the committee whether the 
WAC should state a point of view to the Town Board.  
Member Pysher informed that the application has been withdrawn and any comment would be 
premature. 
Member Grand stated that he believes that there is a role for WAC but it’s more general. He 
suggested that the WAC recommendations should be more scientific and should not 
recommend against or for the proposal.   
Mr. Gerstein, the resident of Ram Island informed committee about his water issues- three 
years ago the water tasted salty, therefore he had it tested and upon the recommendation he 
installed reverse osmosis system. However, after three years, the water quality is not improving 
and they had to stop drinking the water. He also stopped to water his lawn. He informed that he 
has three neighbors that use grandfathered irrigation system and now he fears that the possible 
development of Ram’s Head Inn will influence the water quality even more. He stated that all the 
attempts of the well driller has come up empty and that they might be considering the cistern. 
Mr. Wein informed that there are some properties on the Ram Island that must function with 
cistern. 
Member Grand stated that he sees the new septic system in the withdrawn application as an 
improvement.  
Mr. Eklund stated that the number of rooms will remain the same, that the restaurant seating 
capacity will be lowered and that the plans included all possible environmental impacts and all 
was included in the plans. He stated that Ram’s Head Inn has been there before and people 
decided to build and purchase property around already existing Inn. He suggested that WAC 
should gather information from all sources before they state their opinion. 
Mr. Wein stated that the good news is that more and more residents of Ram Island are installing 
nitrogen reducing septic system. He suggested that when the application is re-submitted the 
committee would look at it closely. 
Mr. Eklund asked whether that means that WAC will be taking role in every nearshore 
development. 
Member Lopez stated that there is no case at the moment. 
 

Submitted, 

Kristina Martin Majdisova 

Clerk to WAC 

 

 


