
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PO Box 970 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
May 21, 2018 

 
 
Members Present: Tim Murphy,Peter Grand, Ken Pysher, Gregory Toner 
Members Excused: John Lopez, Bill Anderson  
Town Liaison: Albert Dickson 
Audience Members: Tim Purtell, Lori Beard Raymond, Ann Dunbar, Stella Lagudis, Howard 
Johansen 
 
The meeting opened at 7:10 PM 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 18, 2018 at 7:00 PM  

 
April 16, 2018 minutes were approved. 
 
Monitoring Well Information 

 
Member Toner stated that the results haven’t been posted therefore he cannot give a report. He 
will report to the committee at the next meeting. 
 
Water quality testing 

 
Member Grand stated that the water testing should be focused on the drinking water. Member 
Pysher reminded that the committee should not forget about the bay water. He suggested to 
create an artificial barrier around the aquafer to help to improve water quality. Member Toner 
would like to see the impact of the new septic system on the water. 

The committee will rely on the lead of the experts from USGS. 

Howard Johansen asked what wells does the town monitors. Member Pysher named the Town 
Hall, Police Department, School, Presbyterian Church, Highway department, possibly the Fire 
Department. Mr. Johansen expressed his concern that the center of the town is monitored better 
than the perimeter.  

Member Pysher stated that the USGS measurements will be added to the national wide 
database. 

American Legion Water Tests 

Chairman Murphy briefed that he received a phone call from the Councilwoman Brach-Williams 
about the article posted on the Shelter Island Reporter website and she had concerns about the 
communication. The committee members do not know who brought the alert information to the 
newspaper. Town liaison Dickson stated that the committee should always follow the protocol of 
the communication and any concerns should be brought to the Town Engineer John Cronin or 
WAC Chairman Tim Murphy and they should escalate the issue to the supervisor if necessary. 



Member Pysher reported that the nitrogen level at the Legion Hall was 7.4 and that the Highway 
Superintendent Jay Card followed up with the SCDH for a repetitive testing. He also added that 
the Highway Department will forward all of their water testing results to the committee. 

Discussion Document 

Chairman Murphy presented the PowerPoint discussion document.  Members Pysher and Grant 
expressed that the committee’s focus is wider than the drinking water. Member Pysher read the 
resolution establishing the WAC and stated that the committee should focus on the integrity of 
the aquafer and the ground water. 

Member Grand stated that the WAC should have close discussion with the Shelter Island 
Associations, West Neck Water, SI Heights Corporation, etc. He added that they should let 
them know about the options and limitations of the Town, WAC and individuals.  

Ms. Lagudis, representing the Shelter Island Heights Corporation, Inc. stated that the 17 point 
program did not include conservation of the water. She stated that the SI Heights Corp. relies on 
the expertise from the outside engineers that help them with the consumption, distribution, leak 
fixing, etc. She offered to provide the connection between WAC and these experts. 

WAC members agreed to determine the date and meet with West Neck Water and SI Heights 
Corp. 

WAC members agreed that the discussion document needs to be improved but it is a good start 
and the committee will review this document periodically in the future. 

Update on meeting with the Town Supervisor 

Chairman Murphy reported that he will meet with Councilman Dickson, Town Engineer Cronin 
and supervisor Gerth every quarter of the year to discuss progress and plans. 

Advisory role of WAC on the water implications of the major development projects 

Chairman Murphy stated his concern about the potential development at the Ram’s Head Inn 
and asked how the WAC can advise the Ram Island Association. Ms. Lagudis stated that the 
Heights community went through the similar situation when the Chequit hotel and restaurant 
was sold few years ago. She added that they were monitoring the water levels closely before 
and after the sale of the property. Mrs. Beard-Raymond stated that the West Neck Water 
experienced the same when the Old Country Inn was turned into the Tavern. Town liaison 
Councilwoman Brach-Williams suggested to the WAC to draft a letter of concern and address it 
to the Town Board. Chairman Murphy will draft the letter. 

Other business: 

Member Grand was appointed as a chairman for the meeting on June 18, 2018, while the 
chairman Murphy cannot attend. 

Member Toner reminded that the DEC is coming to the Shelter Island Public Library on May 31., 
5-7 p.m. to do the presentation about Peconic Estuary. 

 

 

Submitted, 

Kristina Martin-Majdisova 


