
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PO Box 970 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
April 17, 2017 

 

Members Present:  Albert Dickson, Gregory Toner, John Lopez, Peter Grand, Ken Pysher 

Members Excused: Will Anderson 

Town Liaison: none  
Audience Members: Howard Johansen 
 

The meeting opened at 7:00 PM 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday May 15, 2017 at 7:00 PM  

 

March 27, 2017 minutes were approved. 

 

Monitoring Well Information: 
 

Member Greg Toner reported the following: 

 

March is historically the start of the aquifer recharge. The recharge has started, although at 

a slightly lower rate than typical. Not serious concerns at this time but hopefully some 

good size rains are on the way. February had a very strong gain.       

No significant concerns, and the NIDIS is forecasting drought removal, and we look to now being in the 

"Abnormally Dry" category.   

Draft Water Plan Proposal 

 

Member Greg Toner reviewed the draft #5 of the Shelter Island Water Restriction Regulation. Member 

Toner explained that the draft has been edited to be more streamlined than the previous draft which 

seemed too complex and the criteria is more simplified with the advisory levels of guarded, warning, 

emergency, and disaster.  Member Toner stated that here is also a summary of criteria and effect of these 

proposed drought guidelines. 

 

Chairman Albert Dickson asked Member Toner about the July results of the 4 wells that were a yellow 

flag at 16%-17% from last year. Member Toner stated that the Town was at the guarded level parts of the 

last year. Member Toner also state that seasonal times are also is incorporated into the median. 

 

TDEM Study & Water Quality Testing 
 

Member Greg Toner stated the USGS was on the Shelter Island for 4-5 days at Sylvester Manor and 

Mashomack. Member Toner stated that the USGS was pleased because they were able to do 100 Square 

feet model because Shelter Island has better land form.   

 

Member Toner stated he will email Fred Stumm with homeowner approvals for testing on their land. 

Member Toner also stated the y will continue to monitor through April into May and the results will be 3 



dimensional salt water, fresh water, to salt water interface. Member Toner stated there is no date for 

results as of yet. 

 

Member Peter Grand reported that the Water Quality Report is ready for publication. Member Grand went 

over the report with the WAC. Member Grand summarized some of the highlights from the testing. 

Member Grand noted that it is pretty clear that Sunset Beach is over using their septics as seen in the 

results.  

The WAC had a long discussion of the different aspects of the testing results including the two elements, 

non-phenol and cresol.  

 

The WAC had a discussion regarding septics and potable water issues on Shelter Island especially the 

center of town. 

 

Near Shore Overlay 

 

The WAC continued their discussion on the Near Shore Overlay areas. Member Toner stated that this area 

has evolved in its name over the last year. It went from the Near Shore to now general code modifications 

because aquifer is present throughout Shelter Island not just in the near shore. Member Toner gave an 

example of the Shelter Island Historical Society and their de-watering issues. Member Toner also stated 

that they really don’t know the effects yet of the de-watering. 

 

New Business 

 

Chairman Albert Dickson gave out a copy of the Septic Improvement Program announced by County 

Executive Bellone to WAC members for their information.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned 9:00 PM 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeanette Flynn - Clerk to the WAC 

 


