
 

 

WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PO Box 970 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
August 8, 2016 

 

Members Present:  Albert Dickson, Gregory Toner, John Lopez, Ken Pysher, Peter Grand,  

Will Anderson  

Members Excused: BJ Ianfolla  

Town Liaisons: Mary Dudley 

Audience Members: Julie Lane,  
 

The meeting opened at 7:00 PM 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 8, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 

 

June 13, 2016 Meeting Minutes were approved. 

 

Monitoring Well Information: 

 
Member Greg Toner reported the following on July 2016 monitoring well information: 

 

Two wells were at their lowest July reading on record (Little Ram and Dering Harbor wells). There is 

limited number of reports on these wells (8 July readings for each).  In addition, the levels of two wells 

(Shorewood and Hay Beach wells) are one reading from their lowest height.  (Each has a test history of 14 

July readings for each).   

 

Nine of thirteen wells are double-digits below their average July values. Three others are about 9% below 

averages for July.  Only one well (Brander) had a modest difference of 3.5% below the July average. 

 

All thirteen wells are below their median values for July, most are significantly lower than prior years. 

Values for all thirteen wells were down versus June, a typical situation. 7 or 13 wells are down double 

digits, notably Shorewood at 17%.   Little Ram was down 19%, but as previously noted this well has a 

history of wide month-to-month fluctuations.   

 

Summary  

 

A state wide drought watch was issued July 15 by the NYS DEC. The criteria the DEC uses to determine 

drought communications include river flow, reservoir capacity, soil moisture index, long range 

precipitation outlook and groundwater levels.    

 

Groundwater is our only water supply for Shelter Island, so our criteria for issuing conservation action 

relies almost solely on well levels (along with the National Weather Service 3 month precipitation 



forecast). The NWS gives an "equal chance" of normal, above, and below precipitation for our area, so it 

would appear to be of limited value in decision making.  

 
Draft Water Plan Proposal 
 
Member Greg Toner passed out the draft of the  Water Advisory  Proposal. 
 
The WAC discussed the different levels and what they should be titled for the public interest. The First level, 
Normal, the WAC considered  calling it a “Watch”. They stated that the public nneeds to appreciate under that 
lebvel to conserve .  Several members agreed that theword ”mindful” was a useful to get their point of water 
conservation across.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 TDEM Study – Map Sites 

 

Member Greg Toner stated that Fred from the USGS is good with list of sites that the WAC 

recommended. Member Toner stated that they are looking for doing the testing in September. 

 

Member Ken Pysher stated that he prefers the Brandenstien property for a testing site.   

 

The WAC reviewed the recommended sites again and Chairman Al Dickson stated that he drove around 

and looked at the sites that have been discussed. Chairman Al Dickson’s listed the sites he thought may or 

may not be a good fit for this testing: 

 

1) Dering Harbor- Locust Point Road 

2) Shorewood - Apple Orchard and Osprey Road 

3) Shorewood – Pavilion (Member BJ Ianfolla stated she would look into this site further) 

4) Big Ram- No area looks sufficient for testing 

5) Little Ram Causeway – Third house on the left has a large front yard 

 

Salt Water Intrusion - Owners List Update/Coordination 

 

Chairman Al Dickson posed a question to the WAC of how do they approach a homeowner to giving 

permission to use their land for the study. The WAC discussed how they would implement contacting 

homeowners in being a part of the study and the committee agreed to draw up a letter and to the owners. 

Member Bj Ianfolla and Jeanette will put a draft together for next meeting. 
 

 

 



 

 

Water Quality Testing  
 

Irene from the USGS has not replied back to the WAC with testing dates. The WAC is aiming for fall 

testing. 
 

Explore Regulatory Relief for Salted Wells 
 
 

WAC members discussed different options for relief in salted wells. Member BJ Ianfolla asked Member 

Ken Pysher how many salted wells are there in Silver Beach area from the Silver Beach Survey.  
 

WAC discussed the following: 

 

First Option:  What can the Town do in providing relief with possibly allowing cisterns, and what is the 

legality in doing so. 
 

Second Option: Allowing people with salted wells to put their wells in the right of way. 
 

Third Option: Putting wells on conservation easements. 
 

Forth Option: Town Liaison Mary Dudley offered the option of sharing wells and going into agreements 

with neighbors. Audience member Howard Johansen stated that in Montclair Colony there are shared 

wells located on town property. 
 

Fifth Option: Having municipal mini systems. Member Pysher stated this option may be less expensive 

than Suffolk County Water.  Chairman Al Dickson stated he does not see Suffolk County Water being a 

viable option at this time. 
 

Sixth Option: using RO Systems. These systems can start at $200 for a small unit.  
 

The WAC agreed to continue this discussion and then put together a recommendation to the Town Board 

regarding salted well relief. 

 

New Business: 
 

Member Ken Pysher passed out a memorandum he drafted to the Town Board regarding swimming pool 

permits: 
 

The WAC recommends that the Town Board immediately add a section (D) to the swimming pool permit 

section of the Town Code: 113-5 Permits: 
 

D. All Excavation for the construction of a pool in the near shore area must be above the water table.       
 

The WAC agreed with this recommendation and asked the clerk to submit a final draft to the Town 

Board. 

Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM 
 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

Jeanette Flynn - Clerk to the WAC 

 


