
 

 

WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PO Box 970 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
December 14, 2016 

 

Members Present:  Ken Pysher, Albert Dickson, BJ Ianfolla, Gregory Toner, Peter Grand,             

Town Liaison- Supervisor Dougherty      

Members Excused: Will Anderson 

 

The meeting opened at 7:30 PM 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 11, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 

 

November 16, 2015 Meeting Minutes were approved. 

 

Monitoring Well Information: 

 

Acting Chairman Pysher stated that 9 wells trended higher and 4 wells were lower for the level readings  

taken on 12/17/15.   9 of the 13 wells are below their December averages with the Shelter Island Heights 

well at its lowest ever level of 5.12' (it highest December level was 7.43' measured in 2005).  Overall the  

trend is positive but having 9 wells below their December averages means we still need lots more rain. 

 

Old Business:    

 

USGS Water Quality Proposal and Contract Status: 

 

Acting Chairman Pysher stated a check was sent to the USGS for the well monitoring for the budgeted 

amount of $14.7. The remaining 2 items are the budgeted amount of $13.5 for water quality. The actual 

contract amount from the USGS on water quality is $16.8. The other item is salt levels. The budgeted 

amount is $9.6. The actual contract amount from the USGS is $12.0. We have a “go” project. 

 

 Active Chairman Pysher explained that there are decisions to be made on how we want to work with the 

USGS. Suggestions by the WAC for how the USGS and WAC will monitor these 6 testing locations were 

discussed.  It was suggested that two people from the WAC could be project managers for the water 

quality piece and salt water interface piece. Peter Grand offered to manage both segments. Member Greg 

Toner offered to assist in this process. Member Peter Grand then offered to invite the USGS to the 

January 11 meeting. The WAC agreed that this is a good idea to set up a frame work for this project. 

 

Active Chairman Pysher asked if someone could report on the monthly levels while he is away. He also 

offered an alternative plan to use Drop Box to distribute these monthly reports.  

 

 



New Business: 

 

Fragile Overlay Zone 

 

Active Chairman Pysher tried to set up a meeting to meet with Ron Paulson and Doug Feldman of the 

Suffolk County Health Department to review technical aspects of what’s important to measure in the 

Fragile Zone Area. Active Chairman Pysher met with Laury Dowd who suggested to wait for the new 

Town Board to be in place and then she will reach out to SCHD, to have a future meeting.  

 

WAC spoke about the use of the word “fragile”. There seems to be a resistance to this word. People might 

be more open to discussing this area if it were renamed. The WAC came up with some suggestions for 

renaming “Fragile Zone”. The most popular were: “Shallow Aquifer”, “Water Resource Protective Area”, 

and “Near Shore” was suggested by Member Al Dickson. 

 

WAC briefly discussed how the Town might be able to monitor individual usage. Water metering on all 

wells in the Fragile Zone was suggested. WAC agreed that collecting data on all wells and septic systems 

is important. Member BJ Ianfolla asked Supervisor Jim Dougherty if having a Town Bill, putting meters 

on all new construction in Fragile Zone Areas would be feasible. The Supervisor thought it would be an 

uphill battle. Another suggestion by Chairman Pysher is for the new homeowner to have their wells tested 

before they move in.  

 

Member BJ Ianfolla asked the chairman if the committee wanted to resolve the issue with the near shore 

and fragile zone tonight. Al Dickson opined that it could be under one entity as “near shore” and the 

regulations be the same across the board by any “near shore”.  Chairman Ken Pysher ended by saying that 

Laury Dowd and the Town Board wanted the WAC to look at this as a subset - a “fragile zone”. He ended 

by saying the WAC needs to come up with a good argument to expand this discussion as a larger entity. 

WAC decided to table this subject till the end of January when the Town Board reconvenes.  

 

Meeting adjourned 8:40 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeanette Flynn  

Clerk to the WAC 

 


