
 

 

WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PO Box 970 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
March 14, 2016 

 

Members Present:  Albert Dickson, BJ Ianfolla, Gregory Toner, Peter Grand, John Lopez 

Town Liaison- Mary Dudley, Jim Colligan, James Dougherty       

Members Excused: Will Anderson, Ken Pysher          

 

The meeting opened at 7:05 PM 

 

The WAC welcomed new member John Lopez.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 9, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 

 

January 11, 2016 Meeting Minutes were approved. (No minutes for February) 

 

Monitoring Well Information: 

 
Member Greg Toner reported that the Aquifer is pretty much stable versus history.  9 wells went up, 4 

down; all with minor no changes versus last month. The Little Ram Island well rebounded nicely from the 

historic low in January, and is now at +425% of the historic February low. The Heights well is only about 

5% above its historic February low, but trending up versus January.  All of the other wells are at least 

10% over their historic lows. 
 

New Business:   
 

Town Councilman Jim Colligan Report on Salt Water Intrusion in Silver Beach 
  

Councilman Jim Colligan, President of the Silver Beach Association for 6 years, made a presentation to 

the WAC on a Salt Water Intrusion Survey they did with their membership. Councilman Colligan 

reported that 118 people answered the survey out of approximately 180 members. 41% have moderate to 

severe water issues. 59% reported they had good or decent water. The 2016 Survey will have deer and 

tick Q&A and on the back will dedicated to questions on water quality.  

 

Councilman Colligan and the WAC members discussed if the government or the homeowners are 

responsible to fix water issues. They also discussed other problems besides salt intrusion, such as, 

unacceptable levels of iron and phosphorus.  

 

Councilwoman Mary Dudley wondered if there were other statistics being kept regarding having 

additional bedrooms and how that affects the water quality.  WAC generally agreed that the real estate 

agencies have some responsibility to let the buyer know of water issues in wells. 



 

Acting Chairman, Al Dickson, stated the comments on the survey regarding potable water would be 

important to consider. 

 

The WAC ended their discussion on intrusion by saying that such ideas, like having cisterns with new 

pool construction, and maybe only 4 feet or 5 feet deep pools are a better alternative to 9 foot deep pools, 

especially in the near shore. 

 

 

USGS MEETING 
 

Irene Fisher and Frederick Stumm, from the USGS, came in to do a presentation on the salt water 

intrusion and water quality testing they will be doing for the Town. 

 

Fred Stumm started the discussion by relaying some exciting news to the WAC that the State has 

approved a $6,000,000 study on water quality. Half of that money will go to drilling on the North and 

South Forks. He said the drilling will be a year or two down the road. 

 

The testing that will take place now on Shelter Island will happen late spring to early summer. They stated 

that it is very important that the sites that are picked for the drilling should be in an open space. The 

USGS can do up to 2 or 4 measurements a day and gather a significant amount of data. Mr. Stumm stated 

they would want to do a cross section that they have mapped out to get the best results. It will be a 2 year 

study and using undeveloped fields would be optimal for best results Mr. Stumm used slides to show data 

from other drilling they have down on Long Island, particularly the Shinnecock Reservation Study.  

 

Mr. Stumm will be doing the salt water intrusion part of the study and Irene Fisher will be testing our 

fresh water quality at 6 sites for septic and natural element levels, such as phosphates, lead and iron, 

among others. 

 

The WAC members requested that Mr. Stumm submit a list of preferred sites. This will allow the WAC to 

facilitate access to sites that are on private land. The WAC emphasized that the sooner he submits his list, 

the faster they can get authorization for access.  

 

The USGS presentation was received very well by the WAC and audience members. They ended by 

saying they will be in touch with updates as to when the testing will start. 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

None. 

 

Meeting adjourned 9:00 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeanette Flynn  

Clerk to the WAC 



 


