
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PO Box 970 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
February 26, 2018 

 

Members Present:  Tim Murphy, Ken Pysher, Bill Anderson,  

Members Excused: Gregory Toner, John Lopez, Peter Grand 

Town Liaison: Albert Dickson 

Audience Members: Howard Johansen, Julie Lane 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 19, 2018 at 7:00 PM  

 

February 26, 2018 minutes were approved. 

 

Monitoring Well Information: 

 

Member Pysher reported the following monitoring well information: 

 

Readings were taken on 1/25/18. Little Ram and Big Ram Island wells, which were very low last 

month, bounced back nicely to median values. Menantic well continued its low readings with the 

lowest of all the wells. The Big 4 wells are at median values- good for January - again, good 

news for replenishment. 

 

Water Restriction Regulation Proposal 

 

Committee discussion on the proposed restrictions. Member Pysher felt the Disaster Stage 4 

category is not needed and its elimination will simplify establishing the water use restrictions. 

The committee decided to finalize the draft proposal at the next meeting and submit to the Town 

Board. 

 

Water Quality and Quantity Info to the Public 

 

Chairman Murphy discussed disseminating this information to the Public. Discussed structure to 

be put on the Town Web Site. 

 

Member Pysher submitted the idea of hearing a forum at the Library, to educate the public. He 

also felt the committee should work with the Realtors to better educate new home owners and 

renters on the topics of water use and conservation. Member Pysher indicated he would talk to 

the USGS, about being a part of the presentation to the Public, as well as possibly involving 

USGS Scientist, Irene Fisher. 

 

Water Quality Testing Proposal 

 



Liaison Dickson reports that there is a consensus amongst the Town Board to approve the USGS 

proposal for water quality testing, and this will be finalized within the next two weeks. 

 

Resources for Local Management of the Aquifer 

 

Chairman Murphy looks to talk to the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation as a resource for local management of our water quality and supply. 

 

Leads to a discussion of “what ifs”: What course of action can homeowners take if their home or 

a series of homes loose potable water? The ramifications? Procedures to be undertaken? Town’s 

disaster plan? 

 

Chairman Murphy plans to talk to Police Chief, Jim Read about the town’s lack of potable water. 

 

Member Pysher reports that two home is Silver Beach have had their well water contaminated 

with a refrigerant. As a result, one of the homeowners is unable to close the sale of their 

property. 

 

Member Anderson reports problems with homeowner’s wells on Bootleggers Alley. 

 

Data Logging Monitoring Wells 

 

Committee decides to keep this item on the agenda and pursue its implementation. 

 

 

 

Liaison Dickson reports that $4,500.00 is in the WAC Budget for equipment. 


