
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 
SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 
  

WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
February 4, 2019 MINUTES 

Town Hall 
                                                       
  
Members Present: Chairman John Needham, James Eklund, Bill Geraghty 
Members Present via Webex: Marc Wein, George Zinger, Al Loreto 
Absent: Mike Anglin 
Town Liaisons:  Jim Colligan, Albert Dickson 
Others Present: Robert Waife, Jack Costello 
  
Meeting opened at 6.00 pm 
  
Minutes of January 7th, 2018 were approved. 
  
Next meeting is scheduled for March 4th, 2019 at 6 pm. 
  
Correspondence 
Chairman Needham informed about Marine Industry Revitalization Advisory Council meetings 
on February 6th and 7th. 
 
Applications: 
Hudon– Mooring Permit Application 
Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 
 
Johnson - Bulkhead Application 
Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 
 
Slater 
Member Geraghty noted that the existing dock encroaches into the setbacks. Member Eklund 
stated that the applicant is replacing the dock in-place and in-kind. Chairman Needham 
emphasized the need for dredging in the area to be undertaken by the applicants at their 
expense. 
 
WMAC approved this application with following restrictions: 
10 ft. beam restriction and 30 ft. length restriction of any vessel tied to the float. 
 
Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 
 
Relyea 
Chairman Needham reminded that the WMAC recommended 10 ft. beam restriction in October 
2018. Member Wein stated that WMAC should consider to add a length restriction. He added 
that 17 ft. long boat should easily transition in and out of the lagoon. Chairman Needham stated 
that 30 ft. boat should be manageable. 
 
WMAC unanimously approved this application with following restrictions: 
10 ft. beam restriction and 30 ft. length restriction of any vessel tied to the float. 



 
Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 
 
Coles 
WMAC unanimously approved this application with following restrictions: 
10 ft. beam restriction and 30 ft. length restriction of any vessel tied to the float. 
 
Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 
 
Derrough 
The applicant will be replacing and shortening the dock by 10 ft. to conform with the Town Code 
length limit of 100 ft. Members would like to reposition the dock in line with the property line. 
Chairman Needham stated that he would suggest to approve 25 ft. long floating dock instead of 
proposed 30 ft. He also suggested 10ft. beam and 30 ft. length restriction. 
Mr. Costello will submit new plans showing repositioned dock and 8ft. x 24 ft. floating dock. 
 
WMAC unanimously approved this application with following restrictions: 
10ft beam restriction, 30 ft. length restriction of any vessel tied to the float on the channel side. 
Floating dock will not exceed 8 ft. x 24 ft. 
  
Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 
 
Reel Point 
Councilman Colligan informed that there is a slight damage at the Reel Point so far this winter. 
He stated that the Highway Department will move two piles of sand on the south side to the 
spine of the area.  
 
Conservation Moorings 
Chairman Needham stated that he emailed a list of questions to Elizabeth Hornstein two weeks 
ago, however, she did not provide satisfactory answers yet, since she is on maternity leave right 
now. 
Councilman Colligan stated that the questions were legitimate and WMAC should not move 
forward with the project for now. 
 
Seagrass Management Plan 
Councilman Colligan informed that the Town Board will be receiving Seagrass Management 
Plan from Supervisor’s Baymen Committee within next two weeks. 
 
Pump Out Boat 
Member Geraghty stated that he filed a FOIL request in Southampton to find out more 
information about the pump out boat. He said that there is a lot of information about insurance 
cost, but so far he hasn’t find out too much about the management cost. He is trying to gather 
more information. 
 
Oyster meeting 
Matthew DeMaula from Shelter Island Yacht Club attended the Oyster meeting in East 
Hampton. His report to member Wein is attached to the minutes.  
Member Wein will contact Greg Greene to become a WMAC contact person. 
Councilman Colligan stated that Bridgette Fleming (Suffolk County Legislature’s Marine Industry 
Revitalization Advisory Council) should provide a statement in regards of the Oyster farming. He 
suggested that County should have had a meeting with yacht clubs and marinas to discuss the 



areas for oyster farming. He added that oyster farms “are not a bad thing”, but must be 
managed carefully. 
 
Robert Waife, sitting in the audience, clarified that DEC gives you permit and information how to 
grow oysters and Suffolk County provides the areas where to grow them. 
 
Active moorings 
Chairman Needham reported that we have 839 active moorings as of now. He added that Alex 
Binder from the Town Clerk’s office will check these moorings with Bay constable during the 
summer. 
 
Meeting was closed at 7.41 pm. 
  
Submitted, 
Kristina Martin Majdisova 
WMAC Clerk 
  



From: Matthew DeMaula <mdemaula@siyc.com> 
Date: January 10, 2019 at 10:38:50 AM EST 
To: Bryan Carey <careybry@gmail.com> 
Cc: Marc Wein <marcwein@me.com> 
Subject: Oyster meeting in East Hampton 

Bryan, 
 
This meeting was pretty much a repeat of the one I attended in Riverhead back in November. I 
am going to paste in the summary of that meeting for Marc's benefit, as he asked to keep him 
in the loop.  
 
From the November meeting- 

The meeting was basically an info session on how the panel plans on proceeding over the next 18 
months. They introduced the contractor that was selected to help them through this process 
(Cashin Associates, PC in Happague). They will be responsible for the following tasks: public 
outreach, data collection, literature and information, modification of shellfish cultivation zones and 
lease site maps and evaluate the limits of scope of lease activity. Greg Greene is the point of 
contact @ greene@ca.pc.com. The timeline for completion is June 2020. Next meeting is scheduled 
for March. 

  

They discussed the historical landings and impact on the area. They discussed the total number of 
leases and privately owned grants, but no discussion was had on current leases being offered. 

  

The main topics up for discussion moving forward are as follows: 

• Zone Maps 
• Limits on Lease Issuance 
• Types of Gear 
• NYSDEC location constraints 
• Surface water user conflicts 
• Lease process and requirements 
• Multi species cultivation  

The panel and members of the public voted and the zone maps and surface water user conflicts 
seemed to be the two most important topics. 

  

mailto:mdemaula@siyc.com
mailto:careybry@gmail.com
mailto:marcwein@me.com
mailto:greene@ca.pc.com


One of the important things I took away from this was that the county was removing itself from 
the regulation of the types of gear that the lease holder would be restricted to, if at all. The county 
seems to want to be only involved in the management of the leasing, and holding another state 
agency responsible for that. Which one that is was not disclosed. There seemed to be a lot of 
unknowns and shoulder shrugging. 

 

In addition to the items listed above from the November meeting, I took the following out of 
last nights meeting. 

 

• There are 7 leases (70 acres) available for 2019. 12 are still pending from 2018 
and a total of 55 leases or 785 acres since 2010. 

• there is also consideration of some sort of seaweed cultivation to be included in 
this program. 

• discussion of fishery conflicts, i.e. scalloping 
• Devon YC withdrew its lawsuit after Suffolk County and Amagansett Oyster 

Company agreed to move from site #839 to site #852. 
• There is no representative named as a point of contact from either Shelter Island 

or Southold Town. Jaime Mills will follow up with the Southold town portion, but 
suggested that someone from the Club reach out to Shelter Island town to see 
why there is no representation on that advisory panel. 

• There was a public comment session that seemed to reflect the viewpoint of 
being supportive of the fisherman, but object to the floating rack systems that 
have been proposed. 

• Points of contact would be: Susan Flipowich- Project Manager, Sarah Lansdale- 
Suffolk County Director of Planning and Greg Greene- Cashin & Associates 

 

Matthew DeMaula 
General Manager 
Shelter Island Yacht Club 
mdemaula@siyc.com 
(631)749-0888 x103 
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