
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

  

WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MAY 7th, 2018 MINUTES 

Town Hall 

                                  

                      

  

Members Present: Chairman John Needham, James Eklund, Bill Geraghty, Al Loreto, Mike 

Anglin, Marc Wein  

(George Zinger could not attend the meeting via Webex due to the technical difficulties at the 

Town Hall) 

Absent: none 

Town Liaisons: Jim Colligan, Albert Dickson 

Others Present: Peter Levenson, Pamela Sweeney, Richard Lomuscio  

  

Meeting opened at 6:15 pm 

  

Minutes of April 2nd, 2018 were approved 

  

Next meeting is scheduled for June 4th, 2018 

  

Correspondence: 

None 

 

Briefing by Town Liaison:   
 

Councilman Collingan briefed the committee about the preparation of the final Seagrass 
Management Plan. He stated that about 30 people interested in shell fishing attended Town 
Board meeting in February. He explained that supervisor Gerth should have this final plan ready 
in about two months. 
Chairman Needham stated that it is his understanding that DEC has a nitrogen levels concerns 
and that Suffolk County Department of Health has this data and they should share it. 
Councilman Colligan agreed that similar details should be part of the plan. 
 

New business: 
 

1) Reporting to the Town Board 
 

Chairman Needham presented the memo from the Town Attorney about submitting the report 
from the committee meetings to the Town Board. He added that there could be situations when 
WMAC will have a time issue to submit this report. Councilman Colligan agreed. Councilman 
Dickson clarified that Town Board would like synopsis of the application and if there is any 
disagreement about the application, to give a Town Board members a better understanding of 
the issue or split vote. 



 

2) Peter Schlegel 
 

The applicant wants to register 40ft. boat on the mooring registered under applicant’s name. 
Applicant stated that 26ft. boat has been registered previously, however, he have had 40ft. boat 
on the mooring already. Member Anglin observed early in the day that the area has enough 
swing room and that two moorings close to the applicant’s mooring have boats over 40ft. 
Chairman Needham was concerned that this will be the biggest boat in the area. He added that 
the committee can always approve this change of the boat and that the Bay Constable will 
report a problem if it will occur.  
Vote: WMAC approved 6-0-1 (GZ absent) 
 

3) Dock Law Change 

 

Chairman Needham stated that the Town Attorney requested the report about the possible 
update of the section 53-12 of the Town Code. Liaison Dickson clarified that this update should 
add more flexibility to the dock laws. Member Anglin agreed and added that there should be 
more flexibility if the dock is non-conforming but the dock does not impact waterways or 
neighbors and the current owner did not create the non-conformity.  
Member Geraghty suggested that the code should read “any proposed alterations, 
modifications, etc.” Chairman Needham suggested to remove word “repair” from section b). 
Member Loreto stated that even if the non-conformity is decreased the dock still might be 
problematic and the committee must judge every application individually.  
In the section 53-12 b) & c) drafted by the Town attorney, the committee suggested to add 
“determined by the Town Board after the review by WMAC.”  
Chairman Needham stated that the committee has three weeks until the discussion will be at 
the Town Board’s agenda. 
 

4) Dredging priorities 

 

Chairman Needham stated that the Town needs to provide the County with the list of projects 
that need to be accomplished. 
Member Loreto clarified that currently open permits for dredging are for Silver Beach Lagoon, 
Coecles Harbor, Dickerson Creek, Menantic Creek and South Ferry. He added that the West 
Neck Harbor permit just expired and the Town should re-apply. 
 

Old business: 
 

1) Reel Point 
 

Councilman Collingan reported that there is a need for more material for the Real Point and it is 
a high priority since the cobbles need to be placed on the Reel Point beach before the hurricane 
season. He informed that the Highway superintendent Jay Card estimates week to week and a 
half to put cobbles in place. 
 

2) Levenson 
 

The applicant submitted the proposal to reconfigure the non-conforming dock. Mr. Levenson 
wants to remove 180 sq. ft. and reduce existing piles by 2. He also wants to change the T shape 
of the dock into an L-shape. He stated that this area of the Dering Harbor has a massive wave 



action during the summer. He believes that the proposed changes will decrease visual impact 
and decrease non-conformity.  
Member Geraghty stated that the conformity of the dock is defined only by its length and that 
the non-conformity of the dock is not decreased by any of the proposed. He stated that if the 
only argument is an esthetics that does not lesser the non-conformity and it is only a subjective 
view. He added that only the non-conformity decrease would be shortening the dock. 
Mr. Levenson clarified that he has no intention to shorten the existing non-conforming dock and 
if the WMAC will not approve, he will keep the existing dock.  
Member Anglin stated that the proposal has a better usability of the space. He added that there 
is no navigational problem and with added splash boards the dock will be safer. He also sees 
design as an improvement.  
Member Eklund explained that the Town Attorney needs to interpret the “reducing of the non-
conformity”. He sees this proposal as an improvement and he believes that the non-conformity 
is decreased.  
Member Wein is not in the favor of the length of the dock but he stated that it is pre-existing and 
that the L-shape versus T-shape is an improvement, especially since the proposal doesn’t call 
for a material or footprint increase. 
Chairman Needham stated that not only the length but also the width is non-conforming, since 
the existing dock is 6 ft. wide and the Town Code allows only 5 ft. 
Member Loreto stated that the design is an improvement and he supported the application. 
Vote: WMAC approved 4-2-1 
 

3) Pandion 
 

Chairman Needham reported that the Town Board approved community dock. Councilman 
Colligan briefed that there was a discussion about proximity of the dock on the north lot to the 
town landing. He stated that the Pandion’s developer would like everyone in the Pandion 
community to use community dock instead of building their own. 
Member Geraghty noted that the resolution’s C&R is very detailed in regard to the north lot 
dock, but very vague C&R in regard to the community dock. 
Committee agreed with C&R in general. 
Vote: WMAC approved 6-0-1 

 

 

Next meeting: June 4th, 2018 

 

Submitted, 

Kristina Martin Majdisova 

WMAC Clerk 


