
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

  

WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

July 9th, 2018 MINUTES 

Town Hall 

                                              

                                  

  

Members Present: Chairman John Needham, James Eklund, Bill Geraghty, Mike Anglin, 

Marc Wein, George Zinger 

Excused: Al Loreto was excused due to inadequate internet capabilities 

Town Liaisons: Jim Colligan, Albert Dickson 

Others Present: Greg Nissen, Jack Costello, Fred Hyatt, Jacqueline Pizza, Ursula Dobson  

Meeting opened at 5:35 pm 

  

Minutes of June 4th, 2018 were approved 

  

Next meeting is scheduled for August 6th, 2018, 6:00 pm. 

 

Briefing by the Town Board liaison 

Councilman Collingan briefed the committee members about the Town Board’s vote 2-3-0 

on the Levenson’s dock permit application. He also informed that 2 subcommittee members 

are making their own eelgrass plan with the Supervisor’s agreement.  

Councilman reached out to the Suffolk County to get information about the oyster agricultural 

lease. They advised him not to overreact about the map posted on the website. Member 

Geraghty said he read the plan adopted 10 years ago and the plan states that the oyster 

beds will be kept on the bottom but now they want them on the surface. Councilman Colligan 

agreed that is a problem. 

 

Applications: 

DEVRIES– Mooring Permit Application 

The applicant is taking over the existing mooring. The applications did not include type and 

size of the boat. Member Anglin stated that when the applicant applied for the mooring the 

sale of the boat wasn’t complete yet. He stated that the boat is 19 ft. long. Member Eklund 

will contact the applicant to submit necessary paperwork before the Town Board’s vote. 

Vote: WMAC approved this application. 5-0-1 (MA abstain) 

 

MARTINI– Mooring Permit Application 

Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 

 

REALE– Mooring Permit Application 

Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 

 

ANDERSON– Mooring Permit Application 

Member Eklund stated that this should be a Riparian mooring. Member Anglin will contact 

the applicant and advise him to change the status with the Town Clerk. 



Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 

 

HARRIS- Dock Permit Application 

Jack Costello presented for the applicant, seeking to extend the existing conforming dock. 

He stated that the dock is inconsistent with neighboring properties, it the shortest one and it 

will not accommodate his vessels. 

Member Wein stated that he knew the previous owner and his power boat was sitting on the 

bottom, therefore the dock wasn’t functioning at all. Committee is concerned with setting 

precedence, however the owner has a hardship. 

Mr. Costello stated that the applicant is planning to have 2 boats on the dock. He added that 

no dolphins will be added and one will be removed. 

Member Geraghty stated that he doesn’t like the added splash boards. He added that he 

would vote for the proposed application with the recommendation of not adding the splash 

boards. Members Anglin and Eklund think that the added splash boards will be beneficial. 

The board agreed that there will be no impact by extending the dock that the proposed dock 

does not extend further than adjacent docks, that there will be no impact on navigation and 

that the precedence with the similar situation has been made with the different docks. Board 

agreed that 150 ft. length of the dock has been approved previously in outside waters in a 

similar situation. 

Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 

 

HOWELL/GERSTNER- Dock Permit Application 

 

Jack Costello presented for the applicant. The applicant is proposing to construct a new 

dock exceeding the 100 ft. Town Code length limit. Chairman Needham stated that the 

proposed dock is longer than the neighboring docks although it will remain inboard of a line 

connecting two adjacent docks. 

Mr. Costello explained that the location is a subject to the wakes and that the applicant is 

planning to have two boats on the dock, one on each side, facing seaward. The committee 

agreed that the application is reasonable, the dock is relatively modest structure, with no 

floats and no splash boards. The committee also noted that the dock is located centrally with 

no setback issues, is not interfering with the boat traffic. 

Vote: WMAC approved this application. 6-0-0 

 

Old business: 

 

6 DANIEL LORD 

Greg Nissen presented for the applicant. He proposed to replace the dock in-place and in-

kind. He stated that “this is a pinch point issue.” He explained that there is so many long 

docks on the way that the ferries couldn't even get to the applicant’s dock.  

Chairman stated that if the applicant is proposing to tie up the boat parallel to the channel, 

this will impede with navigation. He stated that Town Code limits modifying existing non-

conforming docks and the applicant is seeking to ignore the Town Code.  

Mr. Nissen argued that there is a plenty of mooring in the channel that impede with the 

navigation in much greater way. 

Member Geraghty stated that the dock is very close to the sandbar and the applicant cannot 

compare the sandbar with the moorings. 



Mr. Nissen argued that the sandbar is not shallow and does not influence the traffic. Ms. 

Pizza, the applicant’s contractor, stated that if the committee requests to shorten the dock, 

the applicant will not proceed with the dock replacement. Chairman Needham stated that the 

applicant seeks a major modification to a non-conforming dock. Member Zinger 

recommended to shorten the dock by 7 ft. Members Anglin and Eklund agreed that the dock 

will be more usable with suggested adjustment. Mr. Nissen requested 5 ft. x 40 ft. floating 

dock. Chairman Needham stated that he would agree with maximum 5 ft. x 35 ft. floating 

dock. Member Wein also stated that there should be a beam restriction since the Committee 

suggests the size of the floating dock based on the size of the boat. 

Vote: WMAC anonymously approved the application with the following restrictions: The dock 

will be shorten by 7 ft. The proposed floating dock will face south and not exceed 5 ft. x 35. 

ft. The beam restriction is 14 ft. The kayak floating dock has been eliminated.  

 

REEL POINT 

Councilman Colligan briefed that there is a plan to add cobbles along the scoured eastern 

shore of Reel Point. Second phase would include building up the spine in the middle. He 

stated that the project can cost $4 million if the Town would contract it out or $1 million if the 

Town does the project on their own. He explained that the hydraulic dredge is 

recommended.  

 

New business: 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

The committee set the September meeting date for Monday, September 10, 2018, 5:30 pm. 

 

MODICA BULKHEAD 

Chairman Needham stated that Mr. Modica reached out to him to discuss the idea of moving 

bulkhead to create beach in front of his property. 

The committee does not support the idea of moving the bulkhead because it is very 

unpredictable whether this move will not affect the neighboring property. The committee 

agreed to recommend only the replacement. 

Vote: WMAC approved for in-kind replacement only 6-0-0  

 

HARBORVIEW ACRES DREDGING 

Harborview Acres Property Owners Association asked WMAC to recommend to the Town to 

dredge the inlet.  

Member Anglin stated that he would like to see to get this done, however the land is private 

and the funds must come from the HAPOA. Member Eklund agreed that the Town has no 

interest in dredging this area. 

Chairman Needham stated that the Town owns the bay bottom and that there are a few 

Town moorings in the inlet.  He added that the Suffolk County requested not to bring new 

projects at this time unless it is for the purpose of maintaining previously dredged areas by 

them. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.30 pm 

 

Submitted, 

Kristina Martin Majdisova 

WMAC Clerk 


