
                
  TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

 
WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

June 5, 2017 Minutes 

Town Hall 

 

Members Present:  Chairman John Needham, Al Loreto, James Eklund, George Zinger, Mike Anglin, Bill 

Geraghty, Marc Wein, Town Liaisons’- Councilman Paul Shepherd  and Councilman Jim Colligan 

Others Present: none 
 

Meeting opened at 6:00 pm. 

 

Minutes of May 1, 2017 were approved. 

 

Next Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 6, 2017 at 6:00 PM. 

 

Correspondence:  

 

Briefing by Town Liaisons, Councilman Shepherd and Councilman Colligan:  

See below. 

Permit Applications: 

 

A. Philip Sabalja – 6C Westmoreland Drive 

 

Dock Application 

 

The WMAC approved this dock application 7-0-0-0 

 

 

B. Terry Becker & Bruce King- 94 Gardiner’s Bay Drive 

 

Mooring Application  

 

The WMAC approved this mooring application 7-0-0-0 with changed coordinates below: 

  

Lat. 41.106800N Long. 72.330150W 

 

New Business 

 

Dredging 

 



The WMAC had a very lengthy discussion on waterways that are in need of dredging and which ones have 

permits and soon to be expired [permits. Suffolk has asked the Town for a priority list of waterways that are in 

the most need of dredging.   

 

Members of the community were also present at the meeting and expressed their concerns regarding Menantic 

Creek’s shallowness and having mud 3 feet deep which makes it hard for boats to go up and down the creek. 

Island Boat Yard’s patrons have and their boats get stuck even at high tide because of this problem. Community 

member Hap Bowditch told the WMAC that he draws 4 feet at low tide and as low as 3 feet in the middle of the 

creek.  

 

The WMAC discussed having grant money to cover the cost of dredging if Suffolk County does not do the 

dredging. Member Al Loreto stated that any application for dredging through Suffolk County is brought before 

a dredging committee. Member Loreto stressed the importance of getting a priority list because Suffolk County 

only has man power for one crew. Member Geraghty mentioned cost sharing as an option.  

 

Members also discussed how many feet Suffolk Count would be open to dredging. The community members 

and WMAC would like to see 9 feet dredged in Menantic Creek but they would start asking for 8 feet. The 

WMAC also thought that maybe Suffolk County would be open to combining West Neck and Menantic to 

dredge. Member Loreto stated he would ask if this is possible.  

 

Member Loreto stated he would send a letter with the priority list being Menantic Creek is first and West Neck 

Harbor being second for the list. Members agreed that there should be a channel dredged which can be marked 

for boaters. Members also suggested that the permit be modified so that the dredging at Menantic Creek go up 

to Tarkettle.  

 

Members also asked how much the permit will cost. Chairman Needham speculated it could be as much has 

$10,000.  

 

The WMAC ended the discussion with Member Al Loreto the liaison to Suffolk County drawing up a letter 

with the information discussed and also getting the Supervisor on board. The WMAC would also like the home 

owners living on Menantic Creek to write a letter with their concerns and suggestions. 

 

Leeward Cove LLC- Proposed Dock Application 

 

Member Bill Geraghty brought in a dock proposal that he would like to build.  Member Geraghty stated that the 

depth of the original application were not sufficient. Floating was below 2.5 feet. Member Geraghty would like 

to see 15 feet and is aware that the code calls for 14 feet. The spam is 93 feet. Member Geraghty sited other 

dock owners that have been granted permits with non-conforming dock in the same area. Member Geraghty 

sited Klupko which is across from this proposed dock and Klupko was given a permit with the increased depth 

of 15 feet. 

 

Member Geraghty stated to mitigate the fixed portion of 95 feet he would go down to 12 feet on the dock 

instead of the 14.25 feet which is allowed. Members looked over the plans and photos and mentioned concerns 

that the boat seemed very large for the dock. Member Geraghty reiterated that every dock in the lagoon is way 

over the required amount. Members discussed the 10 foot beam that was limited in the past on non-conforming 

docks. Members discussed the measurements of this dock which are: 

 

Ramp 32x14 

Dock 15 ft. 

Float 6x20 

 

 



 

Member Geraghty feels this is the most conforming dock in the lagoon. Some embers discussed the importance 

of the 10 ft. bam because it helps keep the channel open. Members also note that the photograph does not match 

the diagram and Member Zinger offered to go down to the site and measure it at low water. 

 

The WMAC decided to take a straw poll with Member Geraghty in stepping out of the room.  Member Loreto 

stressed that he eddoes not think they should limit the size of the boat since he is willing to build a conforming 

dock.  

 

 The WMAC decided 5-1 that the application is sufficient to move forward because the dock conforming.  

 

Mooring Position Survey 

 

The WMAC discussed issues that have been noted regarding the Town charting system and the actual 

placement of moorings. Member Mike Anglin stated the importance of having wiggle room and when you are 

actually there putting in the mooring sometimes a change has to occur. Member Anglin also stated that when he 

has to change the coordinates, he tells Sharon Jacobs in the Town Clerk’s Office, who is in charge of the Town 

chart. Member Anglin also mentioned that positioning boats to where they are not hitting is sufficient when 

placing the moorings.  

 

The WMAC also noted the importance of having local knowledge of the mooring placement in all the Town 

waterways and future members hopefully will have the same knowledge. Members also discussed an annual 

report they would get once a year with expired mooring permits and they would be removed from the water.  

 

The WMAC offered that to start, the moorings should be checked against the permit and should have the same 

number and be in the proper harbor as well. The WMAC will ask Sharon Jacobs to compile a list of expired 

moorings. 

 

Old Business  

 

 

Pandion Acquisition, LLC 

 

The WMAC reported that there is no new information at this time.  
 

Coecles Harbor Sea Grass 

 

Town Liaison Jim Colligan asked the WMAC to take home and review the information he compiled with the 

suggestion give to him by the WMAC and CAC regarding the 5 eel grass beds around Shelter Island.  Town 

Liaison Colligan prioritized their ideas and he would like everyone to review it and give feedback. 

 

Meeting ended at 9 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jeanette Flynn 

 

Clerk - WMAC 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


