
                
  TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 
 

WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

May 2, 2016 Minutes 

Town Hall 

 

Members Present:  Chairman John Needham, Al Loreto, James Eklund, Bill Geraghty, Mike Anglin, George 

Zinger, Marc Wein 

Town Liaisons: Jim Colligan, Paul Shepherd 

Others Present: Julie Lane, Rich Hogan, Emory Breiner, Jay Damuck 
 

Meeting opened at 6:06 pm. 

 

Minutes of April 7, 2016 were approved. 

 

Next Meeting is scheduled for Monday June 6, 2016 at 6:00 PM. 

 

Correspondence: none. 

 

Briefing by Town Liaison, Councilman Shepherd and Councilman Colligan:  

See Sea Grass Presentation Review below.  

Permit Applications: 

 

A.  Michael McLean- 44-46 Tuthill Drive 

 

The WMAC tabled this application because the second hardship letter was found to be unsatisfactory 

and would like the applicant to resubmit a letter stating other reasons for the hardship.   

 

 

Silver Beach Lagoon Improvements Update  

 

Member Bill Geraghty drafted a notice to the Silver Beach Lagoon residents that the moorings are ready to be 

installed. Crowley Marine has set the pilings and will also set the moorings. Permit holders can buy the 

equipment through Crowley. The cost is $700.00 for the gear-- mooring to ball.  Jay Card met with the 

contractor as well. Member Bill Geraghty will get a diagram of the gear. Resident Ken Pysher questioned the 

price of the equipment and requested the specifications of the lengths and heights.  

 

Councilman Colligan opined that the WMAC has been very thoughtful in implementing this plan and he feels 

nowhere else would you get such a low price for this installation.  Resident Jay Damuck, stated he was 

concerned with the esthetics of the pilings and offered that shorter pilings would be less obtrusive. Chairman 

Needham stated that it is important to save first impressions till after a full season when boats are in the water 

and using the equipment. Chairman Needham went on to say that  it is not set in stone that the equipment has to 

stay there the whole time, but everyone needs to give it a try. Chairman Needham also stated that consistency is 



important with installations. Member Bill Geraghty confirmed that they will not be using dor-mor.   It will be a 

pyramid style- short shank, minimum of 100 lbs.  Member Mike Anglin stated he prefers 135 lbs., but other 

brands are made with steel and can be re-welded over time.  The WMAC agreed that the owner should pull the 

equipment after 4 years to see its condition. The WMAC feels the Town cannot enforce future inspection of 

gear. Member Bill Geraghty will draw up the proposal for the residents and give them a deadline to install the 

gear and the gear has to be inspected during the installation.  Everything needs to be installed within 2 weeks. 

The residents cannot install equipment that is less than 100 lbs.  

 

The WMAC is recommending that Crowley do the install at an estimated price of $700.00 each.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea Grass Presentation Review  
 

The WMAC reviewed the sea grass presentation made by Mr. Soren Dahl of the DEC.  At the last meeting, it 

was suggested that Town come up with a management plan. Chairman Needham stated that a plan needs to be 

implemented to measure the meadow at Coecles Harbor to see if it is staying the same, getting smaller or larger. 

During his presentation, Mr. Dahl centered in on Coecles because it has the biggest meadow.   Coecles Harbor 

mooring areas were also discussed.  

 

Councilman Colligan reported on sea grass management. He looked at Florida’s work on sea grass meadow 

management.  Councilman Colligan gave out a one page draft of a sea grass action plan. Councilman Colligan 

felt that when the town is serious in writing a plan, Mr. Dahl could assist in writing it.  Member Geraghty 

inquired about who will implement the plan. Member Geraghty opined that could it be implemented by grants, 

in which college students could be hired to do the work.  Councilman Colligan mentioned different ways the sea 

grass growth could be affected, such as, fertilizers, run-off, and other pollutants.  Chairman John Needham said 

awareness is the first part and education. 

 

Councilman Paul Shepherd stated we definitely need someone who has the expertise so this plan is done the 

right way.  

 

Councilman Colligan stated that the temperature of the water is important to the growth of the sea grass and 

Councilman Shepherd said controlling the temperature of the water will be hard to do realistically.  Councilman 

Colligan stated sea grass thrives in cooler temperatures. Councilman Colligan said he will work on a more in-

depth plan, about eight pages, with maps for the next meeting. 

 

 

 

Soroka 

 

The WMAC generally agreed that Captain’s Bob’s Landing was a good spot for Soroka to place a mooring for 

his boat. 

 

Reich 

 

Peter Reich has been asked to help out by prescreening applications for the WMAC. 

 

 

 



Pandion(St. Gabe’s) Dock Plans 

 

Mr. Rich Hogan made a presentation on his dock plans and the development of St. Gabe’s land. Hogan stated 

that these dock plans are a concept. Mr. Hogan opined that he wants to open a dialogue. The application is at the 

DEC for a couple months now and has not heard back. Mr. Hogan gave an update on his development. Hogan is 

developing 25 acres with two HOA parcels. The development will have a total of 8 lots. 

 

Hogan went on to say that one of the HOA parcels is going to have up to two tennis courts which will have the 

rebuilt chapel.  Hogan initially planned to move the chapel, but the cost was much higher than just rebuilding it.  

Hogan will be using the original stain glass windows in this building.  

 

Hogan asked the WMAC to look at Lot #3 which is the waterfront piece and will also be an HOA parcel. Hogan 

will be building a dock and boat house there. His vision is to install small community docks. Hogan went on to 

explain that the one large dock can serve the five homes in this part of the development. The two back lots are 

water view and the front three are waterfront.  Hogan stated they would like to mandate that the owners cannot 

have individual docks. The WMAC questioned the winged parcels and would keep them from putting in their 

own docks. Member George Zinger stated that they don’t have the power not to let them put their own docks in, 

so a convent would be needed. Member Zinger would prefer one larger non –conforming dock than many 

smaller ones. Member Bill Geraghty stated that he feels cluster zoning makes sense.  Nor’easters were also 

discussed as an issue on that site. 

 

Member Marc Wein offered that a 17 foot whaler could be at the dock and the primary boat be out on the water.  

Mr. Hogan said they are looking to put in 30 foot, finger piers. Hogan stated that is the maximum he is looking 

to see at this site.  

 

WMAC discussed have water and electric on the dock. Chairman Needham stated to Mr. Hogan that it goes to 

how tall the dock is in relation to the water.  Chairman Needham explained that the proposed dock is 3 feet 

MHW. At low tide the MLW is 5.5 feet and getting off the boat might be an issue since it is steep.  Hogan said 

it slopes down, so he doesn’t see it being a problem.   

 

Hogan also said he has received sketch plan approval and that the Planning Board is the lead agency. Hogan is 

looking to get a wetland permit and a demolition permit.  

 

Chairman Needham said they could probably get covenants on the end parcels for not having personal docks.  

The flanked parcels would not be able to tolerate large boats because of the low water depth.  Member Mike 

Anglin asked if a non-conforming dock be torn down and repositioned. Member Anglin opined that it might be 

outweighed because Hogan is not have those extra docks on the ends. Members suggested that a lot line move 

might have to take place. The community dock would be preexisting non-conforming only to length. Members 

stated Hogan can then put a boat on each side of existing dock.  

PB member Emory Briener stated the DEC has regulations on private docks and community docks. The town 

does not. 

 

Member Bill Geraghty opined that the plans and covenants for the winged parcels should be sorted out now.  

Hogan stated the homeowners association will govern the maintenance of the community dock.  

 

The WMAC will continue to look over these preliminary plans and offer more discussion next meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Taylor’s Island 

 

The WMAC was advised that Waterways Funds will be used for Taylor’s Island bulkhead replacement and be 

refunded by the NYS SG 125-L6 grant. The WMAC asked Councilman Colligan for more information. 

Councilman Paul Shepherd said you have to put the money out and then get reimbursed by the grant. This 

discussion was tabled until they get more answers.   

 

Congdon Creek 

 

Member Al Loreto inquired if the Congdon Creek dock will be rebuilt this year.  Councilman Shepherd vaguely 

remembers it talked about months ago. Councilman Colligan offered to look into it for the WMAC. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8:40 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jeanette Flynn 

 

Clerk - WMAC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


