
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 
WATER QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 1, 2018 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  James Eklund; Greg Toner; Tim Purtell, Ed Shillingburg 
ABSENT: Chairman, Mark Mobius; 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Lori Beard Raymond, Jeremy Samuelson, Kevin McDonald & MegAnne 
Larsen 
 
The meeting opened at 6:02 PM. 
 
The October 18, 2018 minutes were unanimously approved, as amended 
 
Mobius – This application was received too late to be discussed at this meeting.  Survey also 
needs to be revised due to street name being incorrect. 
 
Kirchheimer – Tim Purtell needs to check with the Town Accessor before completing. 
 
Kevin McDonald of the Nature Conservancy was invited to be the guest speaker at the meeting 
to discuss effectiveness of new septic systems.  He said that it has been proven in other areas 
such as Tampa Bay and Chesapeake Bay that by reducing the nutrient reduction load, there 
was significant restoration of eel grasses and sea life.  It is found that when you removed the 
offending pollutants, a natural environment can flourish.  In order to achieve this, it takes time, 
persistence, details, dedicated staffing and a good plan with compensation.  Reducing the load  
is the strategy and then the problem takes care of itself.  The Center for Clean Water 
Technologies is doing investigation into various technologies to reduce nutrient loads for onsite 
systems.  
-It is the main concern of Suffolk County to make the bay waters clean, however, Shelter Island 
has the added concern of keeping their drinking water clean. 
-About 65% of the population of the East End towns is in the 0-10 year travel time so if got on 
board with a new septic, within 10 years you would see water quality improve. 
- The focus is that each one of these systems reduces the nutrient load by at least 2/3 and if 
there is a drain field it is reduced better than 90%.  It is recommended that here on Shelter 
Island as many drain fields as possible be added since there is no public water.  
-New York State has given Suffolk County a $10m grant for the septic program.  Based on  
income, a homeowner may be eligible for up to $20,000 from the State and County and, in 
Shelter Island, also get a grant from the Town.  
 -Suffolk County, New York State and the towns are working together to make one application 
for all grants.  The homeowner will be asked to pay for the cost of the design professional up 
front to ensure commitment to the project.  
-The County has a $10,000 grant payable to the contractor and a $10,000 loan sponsored 
through a cooperating entity.  They are now proposing is spreading their money differently.  The 
State monies $10,000 and the County will put in $5,000 totaling $15,000.  If your income 



bracket is low, you can get an additional $5,000.  Right now this is applied for through one 
application.  This is an increase overall and still in the preliminary phase. 
-If you are a small business with under 1,000 gallons of flow, you are now eligible for this 
program through the County. 
-Shelter Island has a small program compared to other towns.  Once Shelter Island expends its 
budgeted allocation for the year, any person applying on Shelter Island to participate in the 
program would not have the limit on the $5,000. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 8:20 PM. 
 


